Part 1| — Suburban Railroad Parcel Services

SUBURBAN ™~ Frockcnscrsncn >
RBILROADS HOLMENKOLLEN 9 SogSVANN
- INTHE 2

HOLMENKOLEANEN BAERUMSBANEN EKEBERGEANED
1: Holmenkolhanen 4: Lilleaker-@stensjabanen 6: Ekeberghanen
2: Bognsvannsbanen §: Kolz#shanen

3: Grini-Egabanen

The Holmenkollen Railroad Co. (A/S Holmenkolbanen)

Of the Norwegian suburban lines, the most famous is probably the electric
railroad to the kills north of Oslo, a favorite rendezwous of skiers and hikers.
A/S Holmenkolbanen was founded on February 17, 1806 as a private stock
company with s capital of Kroner 600000. The main line from Majorstus &2
Holmerkollen (now Besserud) was opened to traffic on May 31, 1898. The
branch line to Smestad was opened on November 7, 1912, An extension
(Tryvannsbanen) of the main line to Frognerseteren was opened on May 16
18916. The old Holmenkollen station was renamed Besserud and the next sta-
tion up the line was called Holmenkollen. (However, the Post Office did not
follow suit, and Holmenkollen post office is today still at Besserud station,
while at the Holmenkollen station there is only a platform letter-box). Tha
subway line between Majorstua and the National Theatre was already startzl
in 18412, but waz not finighed and opened for traffic until June 28, 1928. Fol-
lowing an agreement in 1933 with the munieipal government (Aker Kommune),
the company agreed to run Sognsvannsbanen, a branch line to the east of the
main line, and this was opened on October 10, 1984, At the zame time, the
municipality took over 529 of the capital stock, whieh was then 4,15 million
kroner, and aeguired a corresponding influence upon the management of the
company. Traffic on the Regabanen, a branch line to the west, was inaugurated

on January 24, 1935, This line was extended to Grini in 1948, and sinee thea
towards the @vrevoll racetrack.

1898. Small size, Oval band inscribed “HOLMENKOLBANEN" at top and
“*JERNBANEFRIM.” at bottom. Wheels in the corners and in the center a

wheel emerging from a eloud amid lightning beneath which is the value. Per-
forated 1134,
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1. 10 gre black and pink (with sheel margins)

1898, New, larper, design. Large numeral in center with & wheel and light-
ning bolts, & small emptly seroll and the letters “H.E.B.” The company name
appears at the top of the oval band and “GODSFRIMAERKE” (freight stamp)
at the bottom. Wheels in the four cormers. Perf. 1134,

2. b dre blue and red

1903. BSimilar, but new plate with redrawn design. Company name “HOL
MENKOLBANEN" at top of oval band, asz before. Perf, 11%:.
3. b gre blue in shades, white paper

a) cream colored paper

I O N N N S
No. 1 No. 2

Date? Similar, but new plate with a rathér erude redrawn design. The
company name at top ¢f oval band now reads “A/8 HOLMENKOLBANEN“
The 20 gre stamp does not have the little scroll shove the ecentral wheel, and
this value comes in two sizes—the regular size, as previously, and with the
perforation close into the design. Perf. 1134. i

4, b gre blue 5. 20 gre green

'- Pl i -"-"'_:
No. 9 No. 13
Date? Similar design. New values. Perf. 113z,
6. 10 gre dull carmine
7. 1b gre dark green on white paper
a) green on yellowizsh paper
8. B0 gre black on pale reddish-mauve paper
a) “abklatsch"—ureverzed print—on the back

On the above issue the *“F" of “GODSFRIMAEREE" haz a foot, making
it almost like an “E.” On the 50 gre value the first “R" in the above word is
sometimes partly missing, as is alzo the first "L of “HOLMENKOLBANEN."

Date? Similar, but new redrawn designs. The 20 dre value has a spur point-
ing up on the end of the foot of the large “2”. Perf. 1114,
9. b gre blue (with sheet margins) 10, 20 gre dark green

%,
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No. Ta No. 14
Date? BSimilar, but new redrawn designs. Notice particularly how the K’'s
are formed differently from the previous issue. The “K” in “H.E.B.” iz herc
directly below the “"K" of “KOL", The 20 gre value no longer has a spur on
the foot of the large “2". Perf. 1115,
11. 5 ¢re indigo
12, 20 gre sea green

a) 20 gre green

PO s (|
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No. & No. 10 No. 8

Date? BSame plates as previous issue and an additional value. FPerf. 10%.
13. b gre indigo (without sheet margins®
14. 10 gre red (without sheet marging)
15. 20 gre dark green
a} 20 gre green (without sheet margins)
b) 20 gre olive green (without sheet margins)

Date? (current in 1957). Similar, but redrawn designs. Modernized spelling
“GODSFRIMEEKE”. Perf. 1014,
16. 50 gre indigo on buff (with sheet marging)
a) 50 pre dark blue on buff (with sheet margins)
17, 75 gre red on buff (with sheet margins)
18. 1 krone green on buff (with sheet margins) 19607

19, 125 gre light indigo on buff (with sheet margins) (ca. 1968)

4
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Most of the stamps listed so far have margins around the edges of the
sheet, but certain issues are without this margin and the marginal stamps are
therefore imperforate at the sheet edge, corner stamps being imperforate oa
two sides. In the list above, T have noted in parenthesis those stamps which
I have seen either with marging or partly imperforate.

Booklet Stamps. Hesides the regular sheet stamps there also exists a special
large size stamp. This is sold only by the conductors on the trains and s
made up in booklets of twenty separate stamps. Each stamp is overprinted
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% with a consecuotive number in black and is perforated 103 at the top, the other E

three sides remaining imperforate,

Date?

1. 40 gre dark red and black 3. 100 dre red
Date? (current in 1957) \

2. 75 gre red and black 4. 125 gre light red

The Holmenkollen railrond stamps have generally been cancelled by eco!-
ored erayon, peneil or pen, but I have also seen (on no's. 8 and 6) a l-ring
cancellation in black reading “SLEMDAL STATION +".

Proof mark:

1972 New design, including Added Value Tax
5. Kr. 1.75 Black on pink 6. Kr. 2.00 black on vellow 7. Kr. 2.50 black on gray

Ay Holmenkelbnen

Pakhkemerke

!ir. 2.00

Huray merveedizvg. b 0,33

00301

1976 New design & title reflecting take over of Holmenkolbanen by Oslo
Sporveler / Ekebergbanen (all black on white paper)
8. 200 gre with panter's imprint 73 “A".
9. 200 gre with printer’s imprint 73 *B".
10. 300 gre with printer’s imprint 74 “B".

- %5 0500 SPORVEIER
e DELO SPORVEIER o % OSLO SPORVEER -
. % EKEBERGBANEN . A5 EKEBERGBANEN & o CRORGRANN
PAKKEMERKE PAKKEMERKE - | AKKEMERKE
A 45389 s (01101 8 493146

FABRITIUN, wao, T4,

EITINE T§LO. Ta,

FARRITINA. REL '

200 gre 200 gre 300 gre

f:.-' e T e |
- -
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The Lilleaker Railroad (Lilleakerbanen)

Varions alternatives for a line from Skeyen to Bestum or @raker had been
under study at A/S Kristiania elektriske Sporvei sinee as far back as the sum-
mer of 1912. A concession on a line from Sk#yen to Lilleaker was applied for
in 1913 and was granted by the Storting (the Morwegian Parliament) in July
1915. Following formal acceptanee of the coneession by the streetear line's
board of directors, work was started immediately on the laying of double
tracks. The new line was given a trial mm on May &, 1918 and was opened
to the general public the following day.

The Lilleaker line originally started at the strestcar terminal of Skeyen,
passed through the Abbediengen villa quarter and on te Prakerbriten on the
weat zide of the Lilleaker road.

i .I_a.'._..—u-_'d_-‘_‘__\_-\..r'"' -

Date? Oval band with company name at top and “PAKKEFRIMAERKE"
at bottom. Numeral in center, above and below which are bands each inscribed

“@RE”. Wheel and lightning bolts in the four cormers. FPerf. §. Seen ecan-
cellaed by pencil or colored crayon.

1. 20 gre blue 2. 2b gre red
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Lilleakerbanen becomes Baerumsbanen (The Baerum Railroad)

A eoncession to extend the Lilleaker line to Presterud in Baerum (Bek-
kestua) was granted to A/E Kristiania elektriske Sporvei in 1922, Further
concessions brought the line in 1928 up to Twveter and, in 1925, to Lgken in
West Baerum (the present terminal Kolsds). All this time construction was
kept wp on the expanding line network znd traffic was opened to Bekkestua
on July 1, 1924 and Avigs on November 2, 1924. The construction work
towards Kolsf#s was continually going on and traffic to that point was opened
on Jamuary 1, 1980, The double track to Kolsadz was completed and opened
on December 23, 1942,

On May 1, 1924 the concession of A/S Kristiania elektriske Sporvei for
operating a streetcar line in the eity expired, and the city streetcar line was
taken over on June 1 the same year by the Oslo Munieipality and given the
name “Oslo Sporveier.” However, the Lilleaker line was kept by Kristiania
elektriske Sporvei and now became an individual company called “Baerums-
banen” (Kristiania elekiriske Sporvei), Thiz name was changed again when
A/S Oslo Sporveier and Baerumsbanen made new arrangements with each
other, and, since Oetober 1, 1934, the line has been called simply “A/S Baer-
umsbanen.”

On January 4, 1836, following preliminary negotiations, A/S Baerumsbanen
rented A/S Akershanene’s line @stenasjghanen. Thereafter cars ran all the
way through from Kolsds to Opsal, the terminal of @stensjgbanen. When A/S
Akersbanene liquidated its assets, Pstensjgbanen was, on July 1, 1948, taken
over by the Oslo Municipality. Whether Akersbanene ever used special freight
stamps is unknown to me, but the possibility exists.

The idea of a connecting line from Lilleaker to Majorstua was investigated
together with various alternatives for some time. Finally, on September 10,
1988, a concession was granted to A/S Baerumsbanen for a connecting lins
between Jar and Sgrbyhaugen. The routing onto the line of Holmenkolbanen
led incidentally to a rebuilding to double tracks of the section between Sgrby-
haugen and Majorstua. The undertaking was somewhat delayed by the war
situation but was at last opened on July 15, 1942, and thereafier the traffic
of A/S Baerumsbanen was divided into two separate branches, namely, “Lil-
leaker/Pstensjgbanen” which runs from Jar past Sksyen and Eiterstad to
Opsal with light blue cars, and “Kolsisbanen” whieh runs with dark blue ears
from the National Theatre past Sgrbyhaugen and Jar to Kolsas.

Date? Oval band with eompany name at top and “PAKEEFRIMERKE" at
‘bottom. Numeral in center, above and below which are bands each inseribad
“ORE"”. Wheel and lightning bolts in the four corners. Perf. 11. Seen can-
celled by pencil or colored crayom.

1. 20 gre blue 2. 30 gre yellow orange

AlS BAERUMSBANEN

M 03747

Gods S0 ere

Fabriius, Chilo

Date? (eurrent in1957/60).“"A/S BAERUMSBANEN" across top. Control num-
ber in black. “Gods 50 gre” in center. Printers name at bottom. Printed
in coils by Fabritius, Oslo. The stamps are imperforate along the top and
bottom and perforated 11 on the sides.

3. b0 gre green and black

"'f.i: q::z\
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The Ekeberg Railroad (Ekebergbanen) (see also entry under Ekeberg RR Express Truck Route)

A plan appeared already in 1397 to organize a suburban railroad which
would conneet Oslo and Ljan by way of the Ekeberg heights, and in 1899 an
applieation was made for a concession to build and operate an electrie line
between these points. However, after many delays and repeated reviews by
the municipal authorities in Kristiania and Aker, it was not until 1913, by the
Royal Resolutions of October 7 and December 11, that the concession was
finally granted. The concession was granted for a period of thirty years from
the date that traffic commenced on the line. On March 27, 1914, a company
was founded and given the name A/S Ekeberghanen. In 1914 construction
work on the line was begun and, on July 1, 1917, the line was officially opened
for traffic. The line, which ran from Stortorvet in Oslo to Saeter, had a length
of 8 kilometers. A side line to Simensbriiten was added in 1931 expanding
the line another 1,6 kilomaters. Ten years later, in 1941, an extension was
made from Saeter, at that time the end terminus, of one Lkilometer in a south-
erly direction lo Ljabru, making the tota! traffic length of the line 10,5 kil-
ometera,

In addition to this, the line operates an automobile route ealled Pstmark-
ruten, which runs from Oslo via Abildsg to Svaersvann. It was apparently
on this route that the large-size express-goods stamps were used (see Part
V).

Ekebergbanen’s concession expired on July 1, 1947, but, while negotiations
were poing on regarding the turning over of the line to the Oslo Municipality,
an extension was granted until July 1, 1949. Finally an agreement was reached
with the private stockholders of the company whereby the majority share of
stock in the Ekeberg Railroad was taken over, as of January 1, 1949, by the
Municipality of Osle.

) T et R
19177 Company name ACTOSE ttfe"t::j;' above the 'cﬁo‘ﬁmpmly monogram or trade
mark “EB”. Larpge numeral in center. Electric train heading left at bottom
of design. Dotted background. Perf. 11. This issue was usually caneelled
by a Z-ring eancellation, in wiolet, red-violet or blue, reading “GODS. EEKE-
BERGBANEN" arcund the edge and with the “EB” monogram in the center.
A eancellation showing Lhe company name in one line of slanting letters ap-
pears once in & while, in mauve or blue. Red, blue or yellow crayon was fre-
quently used also.

1. 10 gre black and light green 3. 20 pre black and light blue
2. 156 gre black and Hght red

Date? (Seen with dates 1923-28). Similar to the previous issue, but now with
background of wavy lines. The wavy line pattern occurs in two main types
on the sheet. Looking at the top left corner of a stamp, the waves at the edge
of the design appear in a rising curve on type 1, while on type 2 the wave lines
gtart in a descending curve. Perf. 11.
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A new cancellation appears on this second issue, usually in wviolet, but
occagsionally in black or blue. The design is in the Swiss type, with wertical
bars in the bridges. At the top it reads “GODS FRAY, and “TORVET” is at
the bottom. This means “Goods from the Market Square” and apparently re-
fers to Stortorvet, the line's terminal in Oslo. The date runs in one line acrozs
the center of the eancellation. Red, blue and yellow crayon was also used to
deface the stamps.

4. 10 ¢re black and light green
5. 15 gre black and light red
6. 20 gre black and light blue

Date? Small size stamp. Printed in coils, imperforate at the sides and per-
forated 9515 at top and bottom. Inseribed “EKEEERGBANENS GODSBE-
FORDRING" at top. Value in center amid eleciric antennas. Control letters
and numbers underneath. Wavy “safety” background in separate color.

T. 10 gre black and green (red control no's.)

8 20 gre black and ultramarine (red control no's.)
9, 50 gre black and yellow (red control numbers) 15 AUG. 24
10. 90 gre black and brown (black control mumbers)

11. 100 gre black and mauve (red control numbers)

12. 200 gre black and red (black control numbers)

Date? New values. Design az previonsly but without the wavy background.
13. T0 gre black on yellow (red control numbers)

14, 80 gre black on blue (red control numbers)

15. 130 gre olive-green on pink (black contrel numbers)
16, 170 gre black on green (red control numbers)

17. 210 gre black on white (red control numbers)

Date? MNew wvalues. Design as previously.

18, 230 gre red on green (black eontrol numbers)
18. 250 gre red on blue (black control numbers)
20, 280 ¢re red on white (black control numbers)
21. 310 gre redi on yellow (black control numbers)
22, 330 gre red on pink (red control numbers)
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Kristiania.  Ekebergbanan
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Mewspaper wrapper found in platform wastebasket. Holtet station, May 1957

Clir. Schibsteds Forlag - Oslo

Eontrolltell oven-
nevnte antall,

HOLTET.ST

HOLTET ﬁEbRE 1.A

EKEBERGBANEN

1.
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Special stamps used on quarterly 8

travel passes or season tickets

[ 3 E
- | KVARTAL 1924
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g, Ekeberghanen

Date? New wvalues. Design as previously.

23. T gre red on blue (black control numhers)

24. 12b ¢re red on white (black control numbers)
25. 176 gre red on yellow (black control numbers)
28. 200 gre black on pink (dark red control numbers)
Date? (current in 1%57). Design as previously.

27. 50 gre black on white (red control numbers)

Epecial stamps were izaned for an express-gpoods motor-car (or truck) ronte
run by the Ekeberg Railroad. (See under Part VII).

I have also seen other speeinl stamps printed in colors, perforated and
gummed, showing railroad name and denomination. These were issued by the
Ekeberg Railroad during the years 1918-36 and probably later as well. They
were stuck on quarterly travel passes or season tickets. Although some of
them are quite attractive (1920-26), they do not come within the scope of this
catalog of parcel stamps.

The Graakal Railroad (Graakalbanen)

A company was organized and founded in Trondheim in 1916 to build and
operate a subuiban railroad. The new line was called “Graskalbanen,” after
the proposed terminus near Graakallem hill, A 5.76 kilometer streteh from
at. Olafsgate, Tronheim, to Munkvold was completed by July 24, 1924, at which
time traffic was inaugurated. The line was lengthened to Ugla station in
1926 and by Movember 1933 it had reached Lian, the present terminus, whien
is about 8.8 kilometers from St. Olafsgate. A stretch of about 2 kilometers
still remains before the original terminus near (Graakallen is reached. In all,
there are 14 stations on this line, which is run by electricity.

Date? Company name, under which is the walue and bemeath this the word
“Frimerkegods”. Thiz simple design is surrounded by a single-line border.
Perforated 11.

1. 2h gre black on pink paper
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Frimerkegods |
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Date? Design as previously, but the company name and “Frimerkegods” are
in a new type of lettering. Motice eapecially the “R" in “GRAA" which harsa
has a loop on its right foot. The “g' in “Frimerkegods” is now open at the
bottom, while previously it was closed. Perf. 11.
2, 5l gre black un light blue paper
3. 1 Krone black on yellow paper

a) error: additional horizontal line of perfz thru middle of stamp.

It seems possible that each of the above three values may oeenr in both
types of lettering, although I hawve myself only seen those mentioned. They
are cancelled in violet with a straight-line cancellation reading “A/S Graakal-
banen”. All three of my stamps have one side imperforate, which indieates
that the sheets had no margins around them and that therefore all marginal
stamps would have ome—and corner stamps two—sides imperforate.

1.

-
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