A Philatelic Voyage #c the North Cape
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Way up in the Arctic North,the sun never sets for several months during

Fhe summer. This phenomenon has been very popular with tourists since back

Into the last century. Few attractions could beat a cruise to the North Cape

éhe most northerly tip of Norway, and a view of the awe-inspiring Midnightl
un.

TI_]e North Cape is of particular interest to us philatelists on account of
the thirteen postage stamps which have been issued showing this landmark of
Norway. Also, approximatelv ten different postmarks have been used at the
temporary post office there, and several private cachets have been applied
aboa‘lrd tourist ships from time to time. Before we delve into the purely phil-
atelic aspects, however, let us be guided by Karl Baedeker, author of the well
k{lown travellers’ handbooks, on an “armchair” voyage to the Land of the Mid-
night Sun, and catch a glimpse of the scenic wonders of the North Cape our-

selves:
enske Dampgp,;, m
\59‘:% ‘3‘96}3”'"‘\@

*‘C-\' Bergen — Norge. ll':-,.r G A0 \L;'\'\
. A ;
Turist-Rute S
Y0
mellem k'_,/

Bergen—Trondhjem —Nordkap.

—_——
Tunstdampskibet

L 3
2 e H oy
i e e iy | 0000000 0 u=.b

NORDEAPR,

Thim Nl P

North Cape tourist cover from s/s “Sirius”, 1890,
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Hammerfest, northernmost town of Norway, fades into the distance behind
us as the mail-boat steams ever northward. The land ceases to be of account
except as subservient to the sea, and fish becomes the center of all industries.
The landscape is Arctic, and the vegetation scanty. On the right, the coast
is deeply indented with fjords. On the left, there are a few islands, and be-
tween these are long stretches of open sea. The island of Magerd finally comes
into view. To the north of this rise the Stappane, three pointed and rocky is-
lands covered with dense flocks of gulls, auks, and other sea-fowl. When
scared by gun-shot, thousands of them rise in dense snow-like clouds, uttering
shrill eries. Others take to the water, but many remain unafraid sitting on
the ledges. We are now about 47 sea miles north of Tromsg, administrative
center of Northern Norway, and more than 300 miles north of the Arctic
Circle. As our ship rounds the long, low Knivskjaelodde (on which a mail-
steamer struck in a fog in 1881) we sight the North Cape, which presents a
majestic appearance, its almost perpendicular walls rising more than a
thousand feet above the Polar waters. The American poet Longfellow, singular-
Iv inspired by this view, wrote:

“And then uprose before me,
Upon the water's edge,

The huge and haggard shape
Of that unknown North Cape,
Whose form is like a wedge.”
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1896 Cover from Cruise to the North Cape and Spitzbergen

These famous dark-grey slate cliffs are the precipitous northern headland
of Magero island. They are usually regarded as Europe’s farthest, weather-worn
outpost to the North, , though the Nordkyn is the most northerly Continental

point,



Our ship anchors in the Hornvik, the small bay on the North East side
of the Cape, and here we gb ashore. A rough path, bordered with iron posts
and ropes, ascends the mossy slope sprinkled with wild flowers. After an
hour of patient foot-work the summit is finally reached. A granite column
recalls the visit of King Oscar II in 1873, and a “varde,” or pile of stones,
that of Emperor Wilhelm II in 1891. A cold wind generally prevails. How-
ever, champagne is sold in the pavilion. Here also is the “brevhus” or letter
office, which is open only during the tourist season, and does a thriving bus-
iness with the special “North Cape” stamps.

Aside from seeing the North Cape itself, the great attraction fer tourists
is, ‘of course, the Midnight Sun. There are often thick mists which obscure
the view, but, if one is fortunate enough to have clear weather, a wonderful
sight may be observed here from May 13th to July 30th when the whole disk
of the sun is visible at midnight. Few scenes in the world are as elemental
and impressive as the brilliant colors of the northern sky as seen from this
lonely promontory. A Londoner who visited the North Cape in 1802 gives
this description of the scene:

“The northern sun, creeping at midnight at a distance of five diameters -

along the horizon, and the immeasurable ocean in apparent contact with the
skies, form the grand outlines in the sublime picture presented to the aston-
ished spectator. The incessant cares and pursuits of anxious mortals are rec-
ollected as a dream; the various forms and energies of animated nature are
forgotten; the earth is contemplated only in its elements, and as constituting
a part of the solar system.” - -

Tourists have always been eager to send souvenirs of sights they see back
to the folks at home, and picture-envelopes and cards were supplied to North
Cape visitors since the Eighties. Before the little letter office was established
atop the Cape, the mail handed in at that point to the pursers of the various
tourist ships often received a souvenir cachet to verify its North Cape origin.
This mail was later turned over for postmarking .and transmission to the post
offices of Hammerfest or Tromso. The North Cape letter office was opened
around the turn of the century, however, the intersecting ship cachets still
appeared sporadically. For a small letter office, a rather surprising number
of different postmarks have been used.
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.- The following p;astmarks have been poted, the first type dated as éarly
as July 26, 1897.

Postmarks
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Mention must alsb be made of an early unofficial octagonal postmark in-
scribed “DAMPSKIBET NORDCAP”, which is found used on the 1855 and
1856/57 issues of Norway. It was in use aboard a State-owned wheelboat which

‘travelled along the coast, and apparently had no connection with the North

Cape other than its name. A circular postmark inseribed “POSTDAMPSKIBET
NORDCAP.” was also used on this ship, and is known in blue on stamps.




Cachets

From time to time, cachets have been used on mail by various ships
visiting the North Cape:
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Other types also exist. An oblong cachet picturing a plane, the North Cape
and Midnight Sun, was applied in green to mail carried on the first Northern

and first Southern flight of the airmail route Tromso-Hammerfest-Honnings-
vag on July 12 & 13, 1936.

In June 1930, the Norwegian Postal Department issued a set of 3 semi-
postal stamps - 15425 ore brown, 20425 ore red, and 30425 ore blue - the
surtax to benefit the Norwegian Tourist Association (Landslaget for Reiseli-
vet i Norge). These stamps show a. view of the North Cape, from a photograph
by A. Wilse. At first, these stamps were sold only at the letter office at the
North Cape during the tourist season, and by the Superintendent of Stamps in
Oslo. Later, they were also sold at the main post offices in Bergen, Oslo and
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Trondheim, and at the ship postoffices of the express route Bergen-Kirkenes.
On June 20, 1¢38, the 20425 and 304-25 ore stamps appeared in a smaller
size. The paper bore the usual posthorn watermark. On April 1, 1943, these
2 stamps were reissued on unwatermarked paper, together with a 15425 ore
stamp. A 4th set - 20410 ore green, 30415 ore red. and 55-+25 ore blue - was
issued on June 15, 1953. All issues were printed by Emil Moestue A/S, Oslo, in
sheets of 50 stamps. Most of the North Cape stamps were printed in relatively
small quantities, and the 30+25 ore value of the 1930 set is considered the
rarest of Norwegian semipostal stamps. A fifth set (still with the same view!)
was issued on May 6, 1957, and consisted of the values 25 + 10 ore green,
35 + 15 ore red and 65 + 25 ore blue. e X s I
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On July 13, 1888, the Local Post of Hammerfest issued 4 stamps picturing
the North Cape. Also illustrated are a brown (5 ore) and a blue stamp, both

tourist labels, and a 3 ore stamp essay from 1914.

e e e e




Bl

(&) >
TS

Pt .
/RORTKaSN I

2.0. JUL31.

;:} T1JUL04 %.ﬂ
e

. Way up in the Arctic North, the sun never sets for several weeks during
the summer. This phenomenon has been very popular with tourists since
back into the last century. Few attractions could beat a cruise to the
North Cape, the most northerly tip of Norwey and of Furope, &nd a view
of the awe-inspiring Midnight Sun. ' '

The North Cape is of particular interest to philatelists on account
of the fourteen postage stamps which have been issued showing this famous
landmark of Norway. Also, some ten or more different postmarks have been
used at the temporary post office there, and several private cachets have
been applied aboard visiting tourist ships from time to time.
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