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THE BATTLE OF OSLOFJORD, APRIL 8/9, 1940.
Frederick A. Brofos

They came as friends, they said, as they broke down the door and forced their way in...

Yes, so it was. My thoughts carry me back to the Spring of 1940, when the whole world’s
attention was focused on Norway and the dramatic events that suddenly developed in the
Oslofjord when Nazi Germany, without warning, invaded the country.

Declared unsinkable by Hitler at its launching in 1939, the 10,000 ton pocket battleship, or
heavy cruiser, Bliicher, was their most modern vessel. Yet, this pride of the German Navy was
sunk by the guns of the old Norwegian fort Oscarsborg. It was almost incredible. The Germans
had imagined that they could boldly slip by unassailed, but it didn’t work out that way.

This first victory amid defeat was a source of encouragement to all good Norwegians during
the following five years of occupation, when the long dark shadow of the Swastika lay across the
land.
It was midnight on April 8 when Bliicher, together with the cruisers Litzow and Emden, as well
as several destroyers and mine sweepers, began their fateful voyage up the fjord with the capture
of the capital as their goal. A warning shot from Raugy fort in the outer fjord was ignored and
the sinister column of warships managed to pass by unharmed in the fog and darkness.

The main fort of Oscarsborg was, however,
immediately notified by Major Enger from Rauey and
the commandant there, Colonel Birger Eriksen, made
ready to receive his uninvited visitors. He divided his
recruits between the two big old fortress guns,
nicknamed Moses and Aron. Ironically, they had been
supplied by the German armanents firm of Krupp back

in 1892!
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As there would only be time for a couple of shots, they waited until the distance was only 1300 meters. Two
bulls eyes were scored. which caused great damage aboard the Bliicher, setting it ablaze. Together with the main
battery, the Kopés and Husvik batteries on the Eastern side of the fjord also opened fire. The Bliicher, which was
also hit by torpedoes, became a hell of flames and explosions and drified slowly up the Drobak sound until it sank
at last southwest of the islets Askeholmene. It was a scenc of Pandemonium such as Lewis Carroll described,
“Twas brillig and the slithy toves did gyre and gimble in the wabe. All mimsy were the borogoves and momeraths
outgrabe...”

Meanwhile. the other warships turned around and retreated. The Bliicher had carried aboard her the highest

military and civilian occupation authorities, Gestapo, and including a censorship group 100, probably. More than

1000 Germans went down with the ship.

Captain Vagn Enger led the Oscarsborg defenses on the Drobak side of the fjord. the batteries on Kopas and
Husvik. They fired over 21 shots from there -- with many hits on both Bliicher and Liitzow — and the artilleryship
Brummer was sunk.

A brother, Major Hersleb Enger, was the commander at Raugy fort which had given the first warning. It was
eventually conquered by German landing troops. Both brothers ended up as Prisoners of War and were sent to the
camp OFLAG XXIC at Schildberg, Germany. together with other brave war heroes of Norway.

The bottleneck at the Drobak sound offers such fine natural defensive possibilities to stop the passage of
undesirable vessels headed for Oslo that, already in 1640, orders were given by King Christian IV 10 build a
blockhouse there. Many additions and extensions were added later, of course. The place was named Oscarsborg
after the visit of King Oscar I in 1855.

Fieldpost office no. 21 was opened at Oscarsborg during the weapon exercises of May 31 to August 12, 1912.
Similar periods of activity occured up to May 1. 1919. when the office was temporarily closed down. From July 15,
1919, it was reopened as Oscarsborg sub fieldpost office (Feltpostapneri). This was in operation until May 1, 1940.
Aficr that. it was closed for the rest of the war, but opened again on September 20, 1945. Later it became a regular
postoffice. A

The first postmark was inscribed “Feltpostkontor nr.217. A provisional postmark of rubber, with the pre-1905
shield in the center, has been noted cancelling a pair of 10 ere posthorn stamps, Scott #80. The text “Tonsberg
Befzstninger” indicates possible use on military mail from the island fortifications at Rauoy and Bolzrme. Later, a
regular postmark with this text was issued, which I've seen used in 1934. :

A very few, probably philatelically inspired, souvenirs have survived connected to this saga. The Norwegian
Tourist stamps of 1939, Scort 184/186, exist cancelled with a German Naval postmark reading “Deutsche
Kriegsmarine-Schiffspost”, together with an identifying number atthe bottom. The date is ominously 8-4-40, or
April 8. The Norwegian Philatelic Journal no 5, 1945, illustrates the 20 ore value with this postmark and a clear
“Nr. 8” at the bottom. The letter in the lower segment is not visible. - The small letters were generally used to
distinguish among similar postmarks in one office. The numbers distingnished the various vessels.

It is claimed by some that the aforementioned postmark was used on Blicher. With people trying to save
themselves from the sinking ship, it seems to me unlikely that any mail was saved. Nevertheless, the well-known
German auction firm of Edgar Mohrmann had. in their sale 134 of 1970, as lot 610, a small cutout with the 20 ere
stave church stamp cancelled by the German naval postmark No 8, 8.4.40. No identity letter was mentioned and
perhaps it was the very same item described previously in the Norwegian Philatelic Journal. The auctioneer’s
description read (in translation) “Cruiser Blicher, Sunk on April 9, 1940, before Oslo. Supposedly Unique.
Starting bid, German Marks 400:-" What it eventually brought, 1 don’t know.

There is also another very interesting German naval postmark used at that time (8.4.40) in Norway. Reading
“Nr. 3” and the letter “c”, I have seen it on two copies of the 30 erc tourist issue, which appropriately shows a
fjord. It originates from the German destroyer Albatros , which later on that fateful April day had thought
(together with a few other ships) to surprise the Norwegian main naval basc at Horten, south of Oscarsborg, in the
Oslofjord.

Instead. there was a battle and the Albatros. was sufficiently damaged by shots from the Norwegian minelayer
Olav Trygvason that it was run aground and abandoned. Afterwards, some mail for Germany was found on board,
partly franked with the Norwegian tourist issue. As they had lain in water, all the stamps had loosened off the
envelopes. Regarding the two 30 ere stamps in this drama — acquired by me in the area years ago — one shows
clear saltwater traces and has a black postmark. The other one has 2 bright blue postmark. The battle for Horten,
by the way, was not ended until threats were made by the Nazis to eradicate the town by bombers.
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In this composite picture. the heavy cruiser Bliicher is shown at the top and sinking. at bottom.
It led the invasion fleet and was fired at by Oscarsborg (centcr islands). It sank at the cross (ccnter right at
ihrer und Vaterland™ (center left) was placed on a nearby islet. but removed
afier the Liberation. Al right center arc the emblems of Oscarsborg fortress and the Coastal Artillery.
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COMMEMORATING THE BATTLE OF NARVIK
Frederick A. Brofos

During the insidious German invasion of Norway in April/May, 1940, there were several battles between them and
the Allied forces, to secure possession of the important iron-ore shipping port of Narvik in the North.

Two nicely engraved postage stamps have been issued commemorating the occasion. They were produced by
France and Poland, who had some small but courageous contingents of Alpine troops involved. Although the British
army and navy participation was larger in size, no commemorative stamps have emanated from the UK.

On April 9, 1990, the fiftieth anniversary of the invasion, Norway issued a Kr. 4 stamp honoring the Allies’
reconquest of Narvik on May 28, 1940. Besides showing an aerial view of the place, the multi-colored stamp
includes Norwegian, French, British, and Polish flags.

WOJSKO POLSKIE W NORWEGIL.
_NARVIK - HWIECIEN / MAJ 1930.
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The Polish stamp is part of a set issued on December 15, 1941, by the Polish government in exile in Great Britain.

. The dark blue 55 groszy stamp shows two soldiers on a mountain slope looking down. at a destroyer- in-the fjord far

below. One of the soldiers, with the Polish eagle emblem on his heimet, is excitedly reporting events on a portable
radio. The Polish inscription translates to: “Polish Army in Norway, Narvik Battle / May 1940”.

The French stamp — 30 Francs, blue — was issued May 28, 1952, and pictures a view of the fjord, French and
Norwegian flags, and a stone monument. With a magnifying glass one can discern the French inscription on the
stone. Translated, it reads: “France to her sons and brothers in arms gloriously entombed in Norway. Narvik 1940.”

Before all this, a commemorative card was issued by the Germans, the final victors at Narvik after the Allied
withdrawal. It is not seen often, as it is part of a rather expensive 1941 set showing unrelated war scenes.
Apparently it was produced to private order especially for the “Kraft durch Freude” (Strength through Joy) German
Labor Organizations’ collectors unit.

They were printed in a sepia brown color and sold for 20 Reichspfennigs each, although the face value was only 6
pfennigs. 1 think there were about six different scenes pictured, all entitled “Fighting for Freedom!”, The card of
particular interest to us shows a lively drawing by the artist Ax-Heu. Pictured are some German Alpine troops, in
white camouflage skiing clothes, overlooking a fjord in which lies a destroyer. Above, a plane flies away after
dropping off four parachutes, probably with supplies. At bottom right is the famous “Narvik Shield” badge, which
was afterwards awarded to participants in this action. Commemorative postmarks were used at several places in
Germany, showing the “Edelweiss” Alpine flower, a rifle, cap, pickaxe, and back-pack, as well as the twirling “KdF”
swastika symbol. Besides the regular issue, the set was also produced with three different overprints in black. These
were for use in “Elsass” (Alsace), “Lothringen” (Lorraine), and “Luxemburg”. They were probably issued on January
12, 1941, at the “Day of the Stamp” celebrations. At that time, the old Hindenburg stamps were still in current use,
being only gradually replaced later in the year by the well-known Hitler stamps.

The Battle of Narvik, of course, is amply described in history books. I have a copy of the German badge itself,
which looks quite nice in spite of being only a reproduction.

There exists also a bogus “commemorative stamp” in dark blue, showing the Narvik shield. This phantasy label
was apparently produced after the war. In the mid-‘50s, at an ASDA Stamp Show in New York, a dealer had a

bunch of them and offered me one at $5, but I declined.
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A French commemorative
card showing a French sailor
beside the French manument

to their dead soldiers at the

Battle of Ormeset near
Narvik in 1940.
A special First Day postmark
cancels the special stamp.
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