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THE BATTLE OF OSLOFJORD, APRIL 8/9, 1940.
Frederick A. Brofos

They came as friends, they said, as they broke down the door and forced their way in...

Yes, so it was. My thoughts carry me back to the Spring of 1940, when the whole world’s
attention was focused on Norway and the dramatic events that suddenly developed in the
Oslofjord when Nazi Germany, without warning, invaded the country.

Declared unsinkable by Hitler at its launching in 1939, the 10,000 ton pocket battleship, or
heavy cruiser, Bliicher, was their most modern vessel. Yet, this pride of the German Navy was
sunk by the guns of the old Norwegian fort Oscarsborg. It was almost incredible. The Germans
had imagined that they could boldly slip by unassailed, but it didn’t work out that way.

This first victory amid defeat was a source of encouragement to all good Norwegians during
the following five years of occupation, when the long dark shadow of the Swastika lay across the
land.
It was midnight on April 8 when Bliicher, together with the cruisers Litzow and Emden, as well
as several destroyers and mine sweepers, began their fateful voyage up the fjord with the capture
of the capital as their goal. A warning shot from Raugy fort in the outer fjord was ignored and
the sinister column of warships managed to pass by unharmed in the fog and darkness.

The main fort of Oscarsborg was, however,
immediately notified by Major Enger from Rauey and
the commandant there, Colonel Birger Eriksen, made
ready to receive his uninvited visitors. He divided his
recruits between the two big old fortress guns,
nicknamed Moses and Aron. Ironically, they had been
supplied by the German armanents firm of Krupp back

in 1892!
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