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The Michelius Cancelling Machine
By Frederick A. Brofos' o

g

Not much is known about this interesting company and, from the scarcity of its markings,
i would seem it was not long in business. Perhaps World War I put an end to its
activities. However some revealing light is thrown on it by various correspondence,
from 1913-1914, sent to several Scandinavian postal administrations.

Mjcheli;.lé'was 2 German firm, and its activities were confined to Europe, never extending
as far as the United States.

The Michelius Company Limited had its factory for producing modern machines for
industry and business firms at Zeil 33, Frankfort am Main, Germany. Its sales branch
office was located at Gneisenau Street 2 in Berlin SW 29.

A letterhead (See Figure 1) from November 1913 pictures an office boy cranking a
machine. This appears to be not a cancelling machine but rather a stamp-affixer, and the
round box probably contains stamp coils for use on mail Another letterhead (See
Figure 1), from March 1914, is more decorative but far less enlightening. The actual
letters, though, tell us quite a lot of information. )

The Michelius Company on November 28, 191'3, wrote two similar letters, one to the
Danish, and the other to the Swedish Postal Administration. Offers were made to provide
a free trial machine in Copenhagen and Stockbolm. '

However, an inquiry by the Swedish Postal Administration to Postmaster Wiesner at
Stockholm 1 received a reply stating that be did not support the trying of the Michelius
machine as he, at the end of 1913, had already received a trial machine from the German
firm of Sylbe & Pondorf of Schmélin, and was. ~-a/@ry: shortly receiving another one.
Michelius had not better luck in Denmark, where Sylbe & Pondorf was also active.

' Editor’s Note: Mr. Brofos was an early contributor to Machine Cancel Forum. Articles by him on
foreign machines printed in Machine Cancel Forum II are Pneuma-Danica-Duplex Machine (Denmark)
MCF II #153 (July 1990), An Unusual Combination (Denmark Cancel on Norway - Sylbe & Pondorf
_machines) MCF 11 #167 (January 1994), and The Swedish Jarve Cancelling Machine MCF I1 # 173 (July

1995).
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Figure 1: Michelius letterheads
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There is the evidence of a postcard and an envelope addressed to the Michelius Co.,
postmarked by their machine, transmitted through the mail, and then marked at the post
office “Porto” (ie. Postage Due). It would appear that the Michelius machine had the

disagreeable habit of pealing the stamps offl

Figure 2: Michelius cancel, with stamp removed by device.

Z1

The blank space amid the cancellation (Berlm C -1.11. 13 12-1N D < L) clearly shows

where the missing stamp once had been. Although this appetite to eatstamps maynot

have been consmtcnt, it was certainly a disadvantage to be reckomd wrth.

Unfortunately, a moughtless clerk unwisely enclosed th1s same Item as promonona] ﬁ,
samples of their work to the Swedish Postal Administration, where the deficiency may

have been noticed and raised some interesting doubts about the nchabn]:ty of the machme

"Although no trials or sales by Michelius occurred in Sweden or Denmark, they seem to

have had some success elsewhere, besides in Berlin.

It is not known whether the Multiple Impression machine, advertising the Michelius Co.
name in the date space for promotional purposes, had previously been or was later
converted to postal use in Frankfurt or elsewhere. See Figure 3, top example.

Die proofs exist of Single Impression cancels, which may been seen short trials périods in -

various places. They are from London E.C., 4 Wien 50 (Vienna), Budapest 62, and
Berlin C. See Figure 3.

38—



.

Today, examples of all Michelius machine cancels are rarely found, and are considered

most desirable by the informed collector.

Figure 3: Die proofs
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Figure 4: Michelius machine, front view and top view., ~355~
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Editor’s Note: One of the early
contributors to the Machine Cancel
Forum was Frederick A. Brofos.
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o SYSTEM BICKERDIKE

BICKERDIKE

PHANTASIES : :
By Frederick A. Brofos l : 7

Around the tum of the century, the
European market for the “Bickerdike” cancelling machine of Montreal, Canada was supplied by its direct
manufacturer in Germany. This agreement, which avoided the slow and expensive shipping costs across the
Atlantic, was arranged with the firm “Deutsche Waffen und Munitionsfabriken™ (i.e. German Arms and Munitions
Factories) of Berlin and Karlsruche. =~ =~ | L

mwmt!y in 1902 these seems to have been less demand for martial equipment and the company had expanded
into other fields. T L
Ilustrated above is the front cover of their sales brochure from that period, showing a good picture of the Bickerdike
machine itself. To the left appears a weird collection of “sample” impressions of machine cancels the like of which
had never been seen before. e _ Sl
Considerable artistic license had been exercised to pr&-i-u"& these remarkable fantasies. Note aspeciallx the
surprising hybrid from Le Havre with a horse-shoe type killer (normally seen only with German .flag machines)
connected to an unknown “RF” flag.

Then there is the fantastic Chicago flag with a giant star field. The London and Firenze (.l-jloraince,), machines are
using hand-stamp date marks and a German imperial crown is the killer of the latter. The British “ER killer, known l
from London and Liverpool, was never used in Glasgow, of course. Besides these creations, portions of other !
imaginary machine marks are shown from Paris 40, Rue Etienne Dol., Rotterdam, and Herstal. Altogether, quitean |

amusing bunch. About the only familiar item seems to be the Berlin flag.

The title on the sales booklet’s cover finally settles a small puzzle that has confused certain wrilers_ in the past. No |
need to bicker about it any more. The name of the machine is clearly spelled Bickerdike (and not Bickerdyke). \
- ot ) H
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A very informative article on the German DAPAG machine, was written by
me for the Machine Cancel Society "Forum" in July, 2000, The DAPAG

money order machine ia shown below. ;

* Deutsche Post- und Eiéenbahn-Verkeh:;swesen-Ak{iengeseIIschaft. Staaken-Berlin.
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Stempel-Apparat

D.R.G.M. zum Abstempeln von Postanweisungen, Postschecks etc. D: R.-Pat.
Make: Gewicht: -
Hshe 31 em ca. 12 kg
Breite 28 em
Tiefe 26 cm

Deutsche Post- wad
Elsenbahn-Yerksbrs-
weses - Aktiengessii-
schaf (Dapag-Efubag)
BERLN 5. 59
Urbanstz, 189,

Palsstmert



































































