The Wreek of S/S “Haakon VII” and Others

Frederick A. Brofos

All of a sudden, on its southern trip, the Norwegian mail steamer “Haakon VII", of the
coastal express route between Bergen and Kirkenes, sank during the night of October
6, 1929. It happened at Batalden near Florg, with much loss of life.

Not until about half a year later, on April 6, 1930, was it possible to raise the ship on
pontoons and tow it into Bergen.

An attempt was made to try and salvage at least the ship’s registered mail out of the
mud and water. This effort was made by postal officials familiar with the interior layout
of the ship. They were partially successful in their recovery operations. The stamp box
was discovered, but, of course, all the stamps were stuck together. When they were
separated by resoaking, it was found that many of the 10 @re green stamps had tumed
black. Involved in this chemical color change, caused by action of the sea water, were
stamps from the Svalbard issue, Lion Il, and former postage due stamps converted to
postal use by the “Post Frim.” overprint. A two-lined oblong framed handstamp was
applied to the forwarded mail that was recovered. It read, translated to English, “Saved

mail from Haakon VII”.

The man in charge of all mail and compensation matters connected with this disaster
was Postal Inspector Eilert Tommelstad. Many years later he helped found the
Norwegian Postal Museum in Oslo.

Of course, this was not the first or last time a Norwegian mail ship had an accident or
sank. Several other instances from that period come to mind, namely:

1. S/S *King Hakon” on the Nordland route, which ran aground near Rongevaer the
night of February 8, 1924. Of the mail aboard, both inland and foreign parcel post was

damaged by water.

2. The S/S “Homelen” sank on February 11, 1926. It was later saved and the mail was
brought to the Bergen post office.

3. Shortly afterwards, on February 16, 1926, the S/S “Christiania” of the Oslo-Bergen
route was wrecked. . .

4. On February 20, 1928, the S/S “Norge” sank. It was also on the Oslo-Bergen route
and sank near Trollholmen. Most of the registered and ordinary mail, and parcel post
were salvaged. The bad condition of the latter, however, did raise compensation

claims.

It is not known to me whether special markings or labels were applied to any surviving
mail from the above-listed marine disasters, aside from the one illustrated here.
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Lively Naval Visitors to Norway
By Frederick A. Brofos

Over the
years, it has
become
traditional for
friendly naval
visits from
various nations
to call at the
ports of Norway
and elsewhere. PR -
After being
cooped up on
board for
ﬂlOI][hS the ngw.e 1

young seamen
undoubtedly are eager to let off steam and celebrate ashore.
Numerous philatelic covers with assorted postmarks and cachets were produced as

souvenirs of these lively and festive occasions when sailors of different counmes amved

and turmed the town upside down.
I described a card from the 1898 visit to Kristiania by the German naval training ship

SMS Charlotte in Luren several years ago.

I have also seen cacheted covers from a “Midshipmen’s Crmse” by the *-

USS Arkansas and USS Wyoming in July 1935. Oslo and Copenhagen were among their
ports of call. No doubt, an exciting time was had by all.

Figure 1 is a card from the Oslo .visit of the USS Winslow in May 1937. Their so-
called “Shakedown Cruise” also included stops at Stockholm, Helsinki, Amsterdam, and
Leith (Scotland) before returning to Philadelphia. A map cachet on the one-cent postal
card shows their route. Apparently, Copenhagen was passed by twice, it perhaps being
considered too lively there. The ship’s postmark shows “0SLO NORWAY” inserted
between the killer bars and-probably name changes were made at other ports of call.
Covers undoubtedly also exist from a U.S. naval visit to Oslo in 1923.

Mr L Rnﬁond Geary
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I have two rather amusing newspaper clippings that vividly recall the excitement
created at the time. The local press reported and commented on events as follows:

“An American squadron of five warships and a large coaling vessel anchored
yesterday in the bay of Piperviken (in Oslo harbor). The 6000 Americans, with their funny
white caps, quickly made an impression on the street scene.”

A later report had a different tone, though:
“The large naval visits we had in Kristiania this Summer and Autumn has given a

scandalous and frightening picture of our young girls morality. Yes, not only the young
girls, but also grown-up women of an age when one would imagine they no longer
exerted any particular attraction to the opposite sex. They have shown a lack of decency
that has aroused general consternation. The worst was undoubtedly the American visit
with the many colored naval seamen. Racial pronouncements are not nice, but one does
not wish an active effort by Norwegian women to erase the race and color difference.”

A cartoon (Figure 2) entitled, “After the Naval Visit,” referred to a trysting place at a
park on the outskirts of Oslo. The cartoon in the satirical newspaper Hvepsen (The Wasp)

was captioned:
“The Royal Woods at Bygdgy looked like a battlefield following the naval visit.

Should their be raised a monument to the fallen?” :i.




Two Ship Letter Cards of Norway

By Frederick A. Brofos

It does not seem to me that either the officially issued or the private letter cards have
been very popular in Norway. For a number of years postal stationery of this kind was
issued by the Post Office, but eventually ceased. They were rather cumbersome anyway,
with three sides having to be moistened to close. Later, these edges had to be carefully

tomn off along their rouletted sides in order to open the wretched things.
They were certainly a big nuisance to World War II censors, who first had to tear off

the edges and then reseal all around with their censor labels.

However, here we are going to
examine two unusual letter cards used ;
aboard certain Norwegian ships. %Ee?%ﬁ
Although made for use in Norway, i =3 75 :
they were produced by the Photocrom : e L Ao e
Co., Ltd., of London and Tunbridge (et A seree
Wells, England. They were
copyrighted and marketed under the
name of “The Vignette Letter Card.”

After being on the lookout for { ;
many years, | have still only seen two R— &
of these interesting sepia-colored L
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cards. They were both made for the g e e
Bergen Steamship Co. — a line _

crossing the North Sea between
Bergen and Newcastle on Tyne — and

often called the B&N Line.
It is not known whether the cards

were sold or given away aboard ship
or at the Norwegian Travel Bureau at
21 Charing Cross Road, Whitehall,

London S.W. L.
Figure 1 is for the Royal Mail

Steam Ship “Jupiter” (which I

traveled on several times in the late-
Figure 1

1930s but without seeing the cards).
The reverse side shows the vessel and its sister ship “S/S Leda” in Bergen harbor. The

card was actually posted on board and the 40-gre blue stamp is cancelled with the ship
postmark reading “BERGEN-NEWCASTLE POSTEXP.D” and dated 20-7-26.

One would naturally conclude that the “D” postmark was used at that time on the
“Jupiter.” However, the message inside shows it was used instead on the sister ship. A
partial quote reads: “Steamer ‘Leda’ on way to Bergen, Norway. Dear M. We are having a
fine trip on this boat. Built 1920, seems small after the “Leviathan” (trans-Atlantic liner)
but very complete. The daintiest little rooms, twin beds. The meals are excellent and the
weather made to order. I wonder if Herbert would like a few small coins. Yours Diana.”

Figure 2, also printed in sepia brown by the same company, is for the steam yacht
“Prince Olav” (2,500 tons), which was then used on pleasure cruises in June-August on
the Norwegian fjords and to the North Cape to see the Midnight Sun. >
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Picturing the trim vessel on the front, the
reverse side shows a stateroom with twin beds
and “communicating bathroom.” The letter was
mailed from Molde, Norway, on July 18, 1927
and reads: “Dearest Robert. The wonders grand!
We are sailing on a floating palace between great
mountain peaks and lesser ones. Snow capped or
with flashing waterfalls flowing down the sides.
Such outlines are never dreamed — a perfect boat
_ such comforts and luxuries! Their Majesties
never enjoyed it more. Yesterday it was 76° —
today it is 58° — but we have electric heating and
large wood fires — Such a joy. With love Aunt
Vela.”

This delightful card has a 30-gre blue stamp,
so postage rates must have been reduced since
the previous year. Both of these cards were sent
to addresses in the U.S. The reference to “their
Majesties” refers to the use of the boat formerly
by British royalty, I believe.

Similar cards may possi
come by because, unlike envelopes, the
cither interminably saved or destroyed. W

bly exist from other vessels or places. They are not easily
personal messages cannot be separated and so are
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Christina of Sweden (1626-89)

There is a rather attractive portrait of the Swedish Queen Christina
on the 60 gre high-value of the set of stamps jssued by Sweden on April 8,
1938, commemorating the tercentenary of Sweden's settlement at Wilmington,
Delaware. The Swedes eventually gave up their small foothold in America,
however, to the Dutch. '

The Queen was the daughter-of‘ﬁ&ng Gustavus Adolphus, the great Prot-
estant leader in the Thirty Years.War. Surprisingly ehoagh, she converted
to Catholicism, after reigning only ten years., After abdiéating’theriﬁyona,
she fled from Sweden to Roﬁo; where she remained the rest of her life. |

For ﬁore’éhan 2 third of a century, she was a center of international
intrigue. She was also a linguist, book collector and patroness of artists
and scientists, Among.tﬁéée were Déscartes, Berhini, Scarlatti and others.

With her bigarre ways, this historical personage inspired morg fiction .
than fact. Much later, on the movie screen, she was played by Greta Garbo

as a vamp who went around disguiséd-as a man.

The Forench philosopher Réne Déscartes was earlier on invited to Sweden

to be Christina's tutor. However, the cold climate was too much for him

and he soon died there.
The elder Alexander Dumas, when age twenty-four, attempted his first

drama by portraying the fascinating queen. In it finsl form, it was
presented in 1830 at Paris, after th; Censors Office h;d suppressgd
numerous passages. |

For over three centuries, Christina has been a favorite subject for
poets, biognaphers and romanticists, Just in English, four full biog-
raphies have been published. Tﬁekvarious ways she has been seen are indi-
cated by the titles: The Sibyl of the North (1931)3 The Outrageous Queen
(1956); Queen of Caprice (1962) and simply Christina of Sweden (1966).

Undoubtedly, this will not be the last we hear of her (or see on

stamps). Those who seek the unusual, will always be attracted to this
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1938 Swedish postal stationery card commemorating the New Sweden of
1638. The two vessels, "Calmare Nyckel" and "Fogel Grip" are shown
leaving Gothenburg, Sweden, for Delaware in the New World.
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