The Wreek of S/S “Haakon VII” and Others

Frederick A. Brofos

All of a sudden, on its southern trip, the Norwegian mail steamer “Haakon VII", of the
coastal express route between Bergen and Kirkenes, sank during the night of October
6, 1929. It happened at Batalden near Florg, with much loss of life.

Not until about half a year later, on April 6, 1930, was it possible to raise the ship on
pontoons and tow it into Bergen.

An attempt was made to try and salvage at least the ship’s registered mail out of the
mud and water. This effort was made by postal officials familiar with the interior layout
of the ship. They were partially successful in their recovery operations. The stamp box
was discovered, but, of course, all the stamps were stuck together. When they were
separated by resoaking, it was found that many of the 10 @re green stamps had tumed
black. Involved in this chemical color change, caused by action of the sea water, were
stamps from the Svalbard issue, Lion Il, and former postage due stamps converted to
postal use by the “Post Frim.” overprint. A two-lined oblong framed handstamp was
applied to the forwarded mail that was recovered. It read, translated to English, “Saved

mail from Haakon VII”.

The man in charge of all mail and compensation matters connected with this disaster
was Postal Inspector Eilert Tommelstad. Many years later he helped found the
Norwegian Postal Museum in Oslo.

Of course, this was not the first or last time a Norwegian mail ship had an accident or
sank. Several other instances from that period come to mind, namely:

1. S/S *King Hakon” on the Nordland route, which ran aground near Rongevaer the
night of February 8, 1924. Of the mail aboard, both inland and foreign parcel post was

damaged by water.

2. The S/S “Homelen” sank on February 11, 1926. It was later saved and the mail was
brought to the Bergen post office.

3. Shortly afterwards, on February 16, 1926, the S/S “Christiania” of the Oslo-Bergen
route was wrecked. . .

4. On February 20, 1928, the S/S “Norge” sank. It was also on the Oslo-Bergen route
and sank near Trollholmen. Most of the registered and ordinary mail, and parcel post
were salvaged. The bad condition of the latter, however, did raise compensation

claims.

It is not known to me whether special markings or labels were applied to any surviving
mail from the above-listed marine disasters, aside from the one illustrated here.
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Lively Naval Visitors to Norway
By Frederick A. Brofos

Over the
years, it has
become
traditional for
friendly naval
visits from
various nations
to call at the
ports of Norway
and elsewhere. PR -
After being
cooped up on
board for
ﬂlOI][hS the ngw.e 1

young seamen
undoubtedly are eager to let off steam and celebrate ashore.
Numerous philatelic covers with assorted postmarks and cachets were produced as

souvenirs of these lively and festive occasions when sailors of different counmes amved

and turmed the town upside down.
I described a card from the 1898 visit to Kristiania by the German naval training ship

SMS Charlotte in Luren several years ago.

I have also seen cacheted covers from a “Midshipmen’s Crmse” by the *-

USS Arkansas and USS Wyoming in July 1935. Oslo and Copenhagen were among their
ports of call. No doubt, an exciting time was had by all.

Figure 1 is a card from the Oslo .visit of the USS Winslow in May 1937. Their so-
called “Shakedown Cruise” also included stops at Stockholm, Helsinki, Amsterdam, and
Leith (Scotland) before returning to Philadelphia. A map cachet on the one-cent postal
card shows their route. Apparently, Copenhagen was passed by twice, it perhaps being
considered too lively there. The ship’s postmark shows “0SLO NORWAY” inserted
between the killer bars and-probably name changes were made at other ports of call.
Covers undoubtedly also exist from a U.S. naval visit to Oslo in 1923.

Mr L Rnﬁond Geary
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