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ODE to NORWAY

Yes, I love that land,
as it juts forward,
rugged and weather-beaten,
across the ocean,
with its thousand
stamps and postmarks.
I love, oh, how I love
to study its glorious
postal saga,
from early morning until
night settles upon the earth.
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Introduction

An old friend of mine told me once that he never wrote anything
without knowing everything about the subject. That,of course,
strictly limited his output of philatelic articles. Now he is

long gone, taking with him into the grave a lot of useful infor-
mation. I denst try to cover everything, but leave room for
others to continue. There is so much to write about, if one would
Just make the effort and turn off the TV for awhile,,.

This work contains a lot off new articles not in Vol. 1. Although
I realize it is not technically "top-notch™, I wanted to get it
done, instead of the endless waits for publication in magazines
with attendant "editorial®™ corrections. After 50 years of writing
I feel confident that I have made a worthwhile contribution to
Philately. One does not get rich,to be sure, and not much is heard,
unless some "Feinschmecker™ is able to spot a mistake somewhere.
Then one receives a "brick-bat" from the fellow - who would

never venture to write an article himself! However, there are

some Compensations in this work, I have met some very fine people.
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The Norwegian Independence Plate

Five generations of the Brofos family have appreciated a certain plate
commemorating Norway’s independence from Sweden [June 7, 1905] .The
attractive plate in colors, with gold edging, was produced by the well-known
porcelain factory at Porsgrund in Southern Norway [Porsgrunds Porcelain
Fabrik]. The plate has moved around quite a bit with the family over the years and
I'am so pleased that there are no chips or cracks in it yet. The plate also recalls
May 17. 1814, Norway’s Constitution Day, Fhe inscription on the plate reads, “No
er det i Norig atter Dag med Vaarsol og Song i Skogen”, translated it means,”Now
it is again Daytime in Norway, with Spring sunshine and bird song in the woods”.
Truly a patriotic plate with its Royal Arms and National Flags.




Colorful Cigarette«Card Congct;ng

When I was a boy living in England in the -7305, everyone at schogl

collected and tradedcigamtie cards, just like "Pokemon" cards are
collected by youngsters today. We used to look for them at the
road~side, walking to and from school., Originally,they were enc-
losed inside cigarette pack$, As the purchaser was mainly interested
in the tobacco, the cards were usually thrown out with the empty
wrapper. We considered ourselves lucky when it had not been raining.
I still have some wrinkled cards which survived a down-pour. The
cigarette companies used tt change the design of their colorful card
issues from time to time. There were alsc some larger cards which ..
derived from the larger-size cigarette packs, Special albums were
also available for sale at tobacconist shops, holding about fifty
cards., I have selected here a number of cards to do with Nordic:

subjects. Some of the cards are quite old - from the turn of the

Century - and show flags of that period.











































































