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THE 1942 RELEASE OF THE NORWEGIAN LONDON ISSUE

¥rederick A. Brofos

Among the modem stamps of Norway, my favorite set is the famous wartime London Issue. I
think my special affection is partly due to the remarkable high-relief engraving, which is unusual
on stamps from any country. However, it is also due to their sentimental vaiue as marking the
Liberation of Norway from the German Occupation of WW II, a period which ] witnessed.

As a stamp collector | was, of course, thrilled to see these stamps in Norway then, about
which I had only heard. The 5 and 10 gre values show the destroyer Sleiprer, which 1 remember
boarding in Oslo harbor with other visitors during the victory celebrations.

The beautiful set of stamps was reissued in Norway in 1945 with an additional two values, the
5 and 7 ere. Printed by De Ia Rue & Co. in England, the set had originally been isued there on
January 1, 1943, by the Norwegian government in exile. Shown here are copies of the original
notices, dated in early December, 1942, that were released to the stamp trade, the philatelic and
the regular press at that time. This interesting documentation, which is self-explanatory, includes -
a photograph for press use of the 6-stamp set, in a triangular arrangement. Remarkably, it shows
not ordinary stamps, but some rare imperforate die proofs of the set.

A note, on the back of the photo, mentions that the
stamps, besides being used mainly on the High Seas,
would also be used “in certain circumstances” in
Norwegian military camps in England and in Canada.
However, in England, they actually only saw use on
May 17, 1943, the Naticnal Day of Norway. In
Canada, they were not used after all. Ordinary
Canadian stamps were used at the Norwegian Air
Force Trainirig Camp at Little Norway, near Toronto,
but with a distinctive posimark. A special stamp was
indeed designed for use there, but was only issued in
Norway after the war.
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THE ROYAL NORWEGIAN MINISTRY OF COMMERCE

28, Kingston House,
Princes Gate
Kensington, S. W. 7.

Ref: H.4594/42

To: Stamp Dealers, .
and Philatelic Papers.

Sirs:

This is to inform you that we have
appointed the firm of Harmer, Rooke and Co., Ltd.,
London and New York to be the sold agents for
the distribution of the new Norwegian postage-
stamps to stamp dealers.

These stamps, which will be taken into
‘use from January 1lst 1943, are being printed by
Messrs. Thos. de la Rue & Co., Ltd., London, and
consist of six denominations described in the
accompanying script published by the Norwegian
Government’'s Information Office.

Attached also find a photograph of the
die-proofs of the stamps in question, showing them
in their natural size.

For particulars regarding philatelic sale
kindly apply to Messrs. Harmer, Rooke & Co, Ltd.

London, December 6th 1942.
Yours truly,

(Signature not legible)
MINISTER OF COMMERCE

The letter announcing the appointment of Harmer, Rooke, and Co., Ltd., as the sole agents for the distribution
of the London Issue of Norwegian stamps to stamp dealers. Dated December 6, 1942.

(Retyped here because the copy provided is very faint!)
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& CO.LTD.
DIRECTORS: ; TELEPHONE
G. 8, HARMER P H l LA T E' ]. I C TEMPLE BAR 7941 (3 uNeES)
SM TARNER AUCTIONEERS TELEGRAMS:
PHILATORS, ESTRAND, LONDON

GORDON HARMER

ntugfa?;:.r::l:n!n ) 2Amna/e/5jree} ESTABLISHED 1801

BARRISTEM-AT - Law

STRAND, LONDON, W.C.2.

7 ]
VALUATIONS FOR PROBATE 551 FIF?”: AVENUE WEEKLY AUCTIONS
. NEW YORK .
Ki/L. 10th. DECEMBER 1942.

Dear Sir,

, We have pleasure 1in advising you that we have
been appointed by the Royal Norwegian Government sole

agents for the distribution to the philatelic trade of an
1ssue of postage stamps to be released on Jenuary 1st. 1943.

The stamps are of aix values:= 10 ore, 15 ore,
20 ore, 30 ore, 40 ore and 60 ore, and will be used by the
sailors on board Norweglan warships and merchant ships on

the high seas. '

Supplies of these stamps will be available for
distribution from Janmuary lst., in complete sets at face
value of 2/- per set, minimum transaction being 100 sets

(£10).

: - PFurther particulars of this-interestiné%aﬁd_
historic issue are enclosed with this latter. . - . ..

B Yours faithfully, :
¢ fors HARWER, ROOKE & C;}%ﬂn-.'_
Encls.

The publicity letter sent to the philatelic press by Harmer, Rooke and Co., Ltd., announcing their appointment as the
agents for philatelic distribution of the London Issue. Dated 10th December 1942.
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Norwegian Exile Mail, England,1943

Frederick A. Brofos

From a postal viewpoint, one didnt really need the special Norweszian
stamps issued by the Norwegian zovernment in exile in London during W 1I,
Nevertheless, they had their propaganda value, which cannot be over estimated,

Artistically and printing wise they were very successfil and considered
by many the prettiest stamps they had seen. They certainly were a real joy,
support and pride for all Norwegians,both home and abroad, during those dark
times.

For those collectors who, however, avoid "philatelically" produced
covers, it will be rather difficult to find envelopes from that period which
are suitably "commercial", Fortunately, everyone is nol so particular. In

those days, it was quite common to ignore ex sting postal rates and over-

frank letters with the whole set of six London stamps.m_Tﬂgg'ﬁés done either
for-propaganda purposes or simply to please relatives or friends, whether
they were really collectors or not.

A couple of such envelopes, which have a place of honor in my collection,
we shall examine a little closer here. Both were sent from The Norwegian
Governments Information Office in London to various press offices there.
One is to the London office of "The New York Herald Tribune” and has on the
reverse an impression in green of the official stamper of the Royal Norwegian
Department of Trade. Although the contents are missing, it was probably like
the circular in the second envelope which still remains. The latter . is
addressed to the "Diplomatic News Agency", London, and both are addressed
by the imprint of an addressing machine which covered their mailing list.

The new stamps were First-Day postmarked: 1-JAN 1043-1. A pale grey-

violet ink was used, so the attractive stamp designs were not &bscured.

Both carry the complete set,
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The London press release,
- Gjesdal and H.K.Lehmkuhl,
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The London Issue of Norway
Frederick A. Brofos

What has become generally known as the “London Issue”, is an interesting set of
stamps issued by the Norwegian government in exile in England during WWIL.
Beautifully steel-engraved and printed by Thomas De la Rue & Co., London, they were
issued in sheets of 100 stamps, perf. 12 3/4. The paper was supplied by Samuel
Jones & Co. Ltd., London, and was unwatermarked.

The stamps were issued on January 1, 1943 for use by the Norwegian Merchant
Marine and Navy, as well as on the island of Jan Mayen in the Arctic. They were also
briefly used by the Norwegian Army on May 17, 1943 only. The six designs showed
patriotic subjects together with the King's royal monogram “H7”.

The quantities printed ranged from 1 million of the 30 gre value to 22,275,000 for the
20 gre ordinary letter rate value. Two additional denominations, 5 and 7 gre (reusing 2
of the previous designs) were added when the set was re-issued in Finnmark, the first
liberated province in Northern Norway towards the end of the war.

The set was also used for a while at the Norwegian Legations post office in Stockholm,
Sweden, from February, 1945 on. The stamps were accepted for franking all over
Norway from May 8, 1945 but the official first day of sale in Norway was considered

June 22, 1945_ -

The Norwegian postal authorities, however, did not accept as valid for use certain of
the original issue which had been previously over-printed in black “London, 17/5/43",
together with a serial number. Around that time, 4000 sets had been overprinted in
England with the date of Norway’s National Day and sold for the benefit of the
Resistance. Nevertheless, some of the overprinted stamps were later favor-cancelled

in Norway.

Inspite of the unofficial status of these overprints, they have maintained a high catalog
value for both unused and used examples. One might have thought that this would
have encouraged forgeries to be produced. This has fortunately not been the case,
although a small attempt was made around 1946. However, certain mistakes occured
making it clearly distinguishable. The genuine overprint ran horizontally across the
middle of all stamps except the 60 gre - where it was placed vertically - so as not to mar
the monarch’s face. This consideration was over-looked on the forgeries.

Furthermore, the 5 gre stamp was also falsely overprinted. This value did not occur in
the original overprint set. As somedimes happens, the forgeries in this case are actually
much scarcer than the originals. Which is just as well, | suppose.
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More Concerning

the “Wings for Norway’’ Stamp

by Frederick A. Brofos

“Little Norway” Postmarks

There were two metal cancellers. One
small, with text: LITTLE NORWAY ONT. The
other, a little larger (as shown on Figure 1)
with text: TORONTO-LITTLE NORWAY
ONT. My cover has a cachet with the “V” for
Victory symbol and the three dots and a dash
telegraph code for “V” along with a red and
blue sticker, which supported the Norwegian

Relief organization.
Postage Meter Mark

Figure 1.

A franking meter mark in red was used, including the slogan: WINGS FOR
NORWAY, the same slogan as used later for the postage stamp issue. The dates I've seen
are Oct. 14, 1941 and Apr. 19, 1945. The machine also produced gummed tapes for use on
parcels. These had a multiple security underprint reading: CANADA POSTES or CANADA

POSTAGE on ribbons surrounding a crown and maple leaf design. (See Figures 2 and 3.)

Cigarette Cards

i i
CHWiTian A@ FOSTI B8 CAMADA MTACT 30meds
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Diouglas Anock Bombar, on sapori
wersion of the fomcui Douglos
BA-5 mow wied by the U.5 Army
chine gum, one 70-MM cannon Ajr Corpr. Powernd with o 1200
ond & 2000 Ib. bomb load. h.p. Wright Cycione, Ma ship doa
Equipped with Edo floah, and bener thon 265 mies on howr.
pawered with & 1200 hp. Wright Asmed with jeven moghine gum,
Top spawd of 330 mph it carries on omphs bomb load.

W bl o Flyvmd i Pt Upamiies Cirmperaieen wf Fiying and Fopmint Arisire=

This Mostheup MIPB i copable of
operabng in rough woler, oad the
Morwegion Al Force in Conado
Finds this fast, rugged patrol

WINGS Cligarsftes

WINGS Cigorettes

Figures 4 and 5.

It was probably during World
War II that the Wings Cigarette Co.
issued a series of 50 different
small, colored cards of “Modern
Airplanes.” One of each was
included as a bonus in every pack
of cigarettes. This was done until a
different set was later produced.
Among the many planes of various
types shown, cards no. 32 and 35
are of particular interest. Figures 4
and 5 show planes with the
Norwegian red, white, and blue
stripes on their wings. These were
patrol and attack bombers used by
the Norwegian Air Force in
Canada. »
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~ “each), speed may have been a requirement. If it

Marginal Plate Imprints

Two printing plates for the “Wings” stamp were used with marginal imprints showing
the Canadian Bank Note name and either “No.1"” or “No. 2.” It would be convenient to
know whether these numbers distinguish the two printings. (See Figure 6.)

Although the two printings were produced

with a four-yeur interval. and one might expect
some difference. 1 haven’t noticed anything.
Without a marginal imprint attached. I don't
believe a Joose stamp could be identified as 1o
what printing it was from.

The puper both times came from the Eddy
Co. of Hull. Quebec. without watermark and
linc-perforated 12.

Both printings were issued at the same time
in Norway, so both plate imprints were available
to the public then.

The first small printing of 50.000 stamps
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(1.000 sheets of 50 stamps each) may have only
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required one printing plate back in 1942,
Afterward, the plate was perhaps scrapped for its
metal. Then, in 1946, when an unexpected further
order arrived. a new plate (No. 2) had to be
made. Then again, on this new larger order of
one million stamps (20,000 sheets of 50 stamps

still existed, the old plate No. | may have been
used together with the new plate No. 2, allowing
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two presses 1o be utilized. Just what happened

needs to be determined.
A telegram exists stating the cost of the

Figure 6.

million stamps at $1 (Canadian) per thousand, making a cost of $1,000 for the million and
$50 for the first 50.000. That seems rather cheap, but there may have been additional
charges for redesigning and engraving on the first lot and later shipping expenses to

Norway for it all.

“Wings” Used in Canada

Although originally intended for Canada, the “Wings for Norway™ stamp was
redesigned for eventual use in Norway itself. It was never on sale or used at any Canadian
post office. However, in theory it could be used if a Norwegian post office existed on

Canadian soi).

This unlikely situation actually did occur briefly at an international stamp show held
at Montreal. Canada. in 1992. Various countries had extraterritorial post offices
established temporarily for selling their nation’s stamps. Of course, the Norwegian post
office did not stock any of the long-sold-out “Wings for Norway” stamps. Nevertheless. 1
brought with me from New Hampshire several older Norwegian stamps and had them

cancelled at the show, »

THE POSTHORN, May 2001
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