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THE 1942 RELEASE OF THE NORWEGIAN LONDON ISSUE

¥rederick A. Brofos

Among the modem stamps of Norway, my favorite set is the famous wartime London Issue. I
think my special affection is partly due to the remarkable high-relief engraving, which is unusual
on stamps from any country. However, it is also due to their sentimental vaiue as marking the
Liberation of Norway from the German Occupation of WW II, a period which ] witnessed.

As a stamp collector | was, of course, thrilled to see these stamps in Norway then, about
which I had only heard. The 5 and 10 gre values show the destroyer Sleiprer, which 1 remember
boarding in Oslo harbor with other visitors during the victory celebrations.

The beautiful set of stamps was reissued in Norway in 1945 with an additional two values, the
5 and 7 ere. Printed by De Ia Rue & Co. in England, the set had originally been isued there on
January 1, 1943, by the Norwegian government in exile. Shown here are copies of the original
notices, dated in early December, 1942, that were released to the stamp trade, the philatelic and
the regular press at that time. This interesting documentation, which is self-explanatory, includes -
a photograph for press use of the 6-stamp set, in a triangular arrangement. Remarkably, it shows
not ordinary stamps, but some rare imperforate die proofs of the set.

A note, on the back of the photo, mentions that the
stamps, besides being used mainly on the High Seas,
would also be used “in certain circumstances” in
Norwegian military camps in England and in Canada.
However, in England, they actually only saw use on
May 17, 1943, the Naticnal Day of Norway. In
Canada, they were not used after all. Ordinary
Canadian stamps were used at the Norwegian Air
Force Trainirig Camp at Little Norway, near Toronto,
but with a distinctive posimark. A special stamp was
indeed designed for use there, but was only issued in
Norway after the war.
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