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Norwegian N_umefal Ship Postmarks
of World War 11

by Frederick A. Brofos (497)

The Merchant Fleet

Immediately after the German invasion of Norway on April 9, 1940, the
Germans attempted to gain control of the great Norwegian merchant fleet
(4,850,000 gross tons), certainly Norway’s most valuable war asset. The

ns broadcast orders, in the name of the ship owners, for all Norwegian
captains abroad to take their vessels to Norwegian or neutral ports. How-
ever, every captain took heed of thé warnings not to depend on communica-
tions from occupied Norway, which were sent out by Norwegian Legations
overseas. Thus a fleet of more than 1000 vessels, manned by 25,000 Nor-
wegian sailors, was put at the disposal of the Allies. A Norwegian shipping .
and trade mission, called Nortraship, with branch offices throughout the free
. world, was established to control this invalusble fleet. It is not diffieuilt to
realize what these ships meant for the Allied cause. To mention one point
only: Forty per cent of the oil shipped for the Allies in all theatres of the
war was carried by Norwegian tankers. Losses of ships and men were heavy. .

In all, Norway lost about 660 ships totalling 2,393,000 gross tons, and 3000
Norwegian seamen lost their lives as a result of enemy action. 7
The Roygl Norwegian Navy - : - w - .

- After the Battle of Norway, in 1940, only two Norwegian destroyers, one
- submarine, ten fishing protection ships and various auxiliary vessels safely
reached British ports. Gradually, hewever, a new navy was built up; and by
March 1943 the Royal Norwegian Navy had expanded to 25 warships: de-.
atroyers, suomarines, corvettes, torpedo boats, and motor launches—and about
. 30 auxiliary vessels—converted Norwegian whalecatchers and trawlers, which-
were used as mine sweepers and escort or patrol vessels, These ships, and a
* number of others that were added to the Navy later, fought side by side with
other Allied warships under the operational command of the British Admiralty
and were manned by sbout 600 officers and 4,60 petty officers and ratings.
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Philatelic aspects

The set of 6 stamps issued on January 1, 1943 by the Norwegian Govern-
ment in exv'e in London was not only issued for propaganda purposes but
found actual use on correspondence from Personnel abocrd ships of the Royal
Norwegian Navy and the Merchant Fleet.
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Special rubber postmarks were issued to the ships by the Norwegian
‘Consulates and Nortraship offices, where stamp supplies were presumably
also availaole. These postmarks are of particular interest to collectors as
each postmark carried a separate identification number. Lists of these num-
bers and tha corresponding ships were acquired from official sources after
the war and published in “Norsk Filatelistisk Tidskrift” (1946), with whose
kind permission they are here reproduced.

The postmarks were rectangular shaped and about 60%37 mm. in size.
At the top appears an anchor with 3 wave lines on each side. In the center
is a smaller rectangle, about 41x8 mm., containing the date znd the identifi-
cation number. At the bottom, in 2 lines, is: NORSK SKIPSPOST HAN-

DELSFLATEN, meaning Norwegian Ship Mail—The Merchant Fleet. The

postmarks of the Navy were identical with those of the Merchant Fleet ex-
cept that the last word of the former was MARINEN, meaning The Navy: I
have seen these postmarks applied in blte, violet, black and green.

-~ There is an interesting variety of the Navy postmark which has the let-
ters “J” on one side and “M” on the other side of the center date rectangle.
This postmark, which, in addition, bore the identification number 125, was
used by the guard force on the Norweg.an arctic possession of Jan Mayen, a



desolate island of 144 square miles located between
Norway and about 300 miles north of Iceland. There w
weather station there too.
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Greenland and Northern
as apparently a

Incidentally, the 10 gre stamp of the London set pictures a unit of the

Royal Norwegian Navy—the destroyer “Sleipner”
and the 30 gre value shows vessels of th

(Navy postmark No. 23),
e Merchant Fleet in a convoy.

Finally, 1 should say that some numbers are much scarcer than others,

some having been in use for only a short while as the ship was soon sunk.

A number of postmarks of this series were never issu
remained at the Norwegian Consulate in San Irancise

Office in New York.

ed out at all, and
0 or the Nortraship

There are a few blanks in the name list, as the names of the ships which
used these numbers have not been discovered yet. Maybe you have one of

these missine links?

If so, write the Editor, post haste.

Merchant Fleet List

(Postmark serial no. and ship name)

1—Lysaker IV
2—Ivaran .
3—Hestmanden

4—Sir James Clark Ross

—Maakefjell
6—Kong Sverre
T—Bergensfjord
8—Columbia
9—Marita
10—Norvarg
11—Bestum
12—Sigrid
13—Sado
14—Ars
15—Vigsnes
16—Brisk
17—Ruth I
18—T4juca
19—Seebeli

20—Washington Express

21—Tungsha
22—Tropic Star
22 et

24— Tai Shan

27—Thorstrand
28—Petter II
29—Ask
30—Norlom
31—Ringen
32—Germa

33— Brajara
34—Gaston Micard

- 35—Troubadour .

T .

‘36—Slemmestad -
$T—Nueva Granada

3%3—Spes

39—Egda
40—Topdalsfjord
41—Petter .
42—President de Vogue
43—Velma

44—Lind
45—Bajamar

46—G. C. Brgvig
47—Haakon Hauan
48—Stigstad
49—IJron Baron
50—Mathilda
51—Kaldfonn
52—Ravnefjell
53—Norbryn
54—Trondheim
55—Solhavn
6—Tigre

57—Leka
58—Fernwood
59—Bestik
60—Nova
61—Heimgar

62— R
63—Brant County
64—Novasli
65—Sneland I
66—Lauritz Swensson
ST—Ingria

- 68—Lysland

69—Sirehei

70—Lisbetr
T1—California Express
T2—Gallia

73—S8karaas
T4—Fjordheim
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75— —_— 181—Corvus
T6— _ 132—Gudrun
T7—Titanien 133—Vestmannrgd
T8&— —_— 134—Vivg .
T9—Lysaker V 135—Drammensfjord
80—Bolista 136—Baldouin
81—Royal 137—Somerville
82—Erica '+ - 138—Marit II
83—Henrik Ibsen - 13%—Brgnngy
84—Lom 140—Alaska
85—Avance I 141—Velox
86—Spurt 142—
87T—Spica 143— —_—
'§8—Raftsund 144—Grey County
89—0. B. Sgrensen 145—Molda
90—Tore Jarl 146—Belinda
91—Villanger 147—Minerva
92—Emma Bakke 148 —Heien
93—Farnbank 149—Gudvor
94— Vest 150—Tordenskjold (Trondheim)
95—Qrania 151—Geisha
96—Munin 152-160 Unused
97—Frode 161—Arosa
98— —_ 162—Norhauk
99—Bjerka 163— —
100—F'rontenac 164—
101—Jernland 165—Tres
102—Norsktank 166—Fjordaas
108—Lago 167—  —
104—Snar 168— —_—
105—Norelg T
106—Borgholm 170—Sudergy
107T—Hjalmar Wessel 171-182 Unused
108—Bonde 183—Nyholm
109—Skiensfjord 184-199 Unused
110—Skandinavia 200—Marpesia
111—Abraham Lincoln 2001—Fridtjof Nansen
112—King Haakon VII 202—Kronprinsessen-
113—Fagerbro 203—Norholm
114—Selvik 204—Ferncourt
115—Gabon 205—Trondanger
116—Norheim 206—DBrage
117—Isbjgrn d 207—Gausdal
118—Heire 208—Glarona
119— _— 209—Titania
120— —_— 210—Norsol
121—Montevideo 211—Hiram
122—Tista 212—Astria
123—Hgyanger 213—Sandviken
124—Katy 214—Chr. Th. Boe
125—Elg 215—Carmelfjell
126—Galtesund E: . 216—Samuel Bakke
127—Fernmoor = 217—Borgfred
128—Lyra ™ 218—Elisabeth Bakke
129—Balder R A 219—Talisman o

130—Granfoss ) 1 220—Vav



221—Fenja _

222—Bomma

223—8evilla

224—Anna Odland

225—Marie Bakke

' 226—Ferncliff

227—Fernbrook

228—Fernplant

229—Alf Lindeberg _
230-232 Remained at the Norw. Con-

sulate in — iy Angfey
233—Iselin
234-235 Remained at Norw, Consul-

ate in Ld)-ﬂ’n.) ,
236—British Columbia Express
237-238—Remained at Norw. Consul-

ate in San Franeisco
239—Beau
240—Noreg
2‘41-—0361'1085
242—Hoegh Silvercloud
2483—Reinholt

246—Kirsten B
247—Britamsesa

= E)cf

248—Betnecuria -

249—Mgysalen

250—@rnefijell

251—S¢gnnavind

2b2—Atlantic

266—Stirlingville

254—Mnui Hock

255—Leiv Eiriksson

256—Lutz

257 Vadsg

258—Garnes

253—0le Bull

260-264 Remained at Nortraship
Office, New York

265—Remained at Norw. Consulate,
San Francisco

266—Thor 1

26T—Roseville

268-269 Remained at Norwegian Con-
sulate, San Francisco

270—Torrens

2T1—Duala

272—Pan Europa

273—Narvik

274—General Ruge

' 275-400 Not nsed’

Navy List

(Postmark serial no. and ship name)

Destroyers — Serial numbers 10-29

10—Glaisdale
11—Eskdale
21—iSt. Albans

22—Lincoln
23—Sleipner
24—Draug -

Submarines — Serial numbers 30-39

30—Uredd

35—B-1

Motortorpedoeboats — Serial numbers 40-69

40—M.T.M.
41—M.T.B.
42—M.T.B.
43—M.T.B.
44—M.T.B.

Flotillaen
618
619
620
623

45—M.T.B. 625
46—M.T.B. 626
47—M.T.B. 627
483—M.T.B. 631

Corvettes — Serial numbers 70-79

T0—Potentilla
T1—Eglantine

T2—Rose :
78—Acandus

Mine Layers — Serial numbers 80-89

80—52 M.L. Flotilla
81—M.L. 128

L2—M.L. 210
83—M.L.



CF@ Patrol Boats — Seria] numbers 90-99

90—Risgr 95—Nordkapp

91—Horten 96—Honningsvag

92—Farsund 97—Narvik

93—Svolvaer 98—Bodg

M4 —Namsos * 99 _Molde e

Mine Sweepers — Serial numbers 100-120

100—Minesweeper-division Dundee 111—Brevik

101—Minesweeper-division Falmouth 112—Drgbak

102—Oksgy 113—Thorodd

103—Karmgy 114—8yrian

104—Transvalia 115—Nordhav 2

105—Noble Nora 116—Bgrtind

106—John Williamson 117—Polar 6
107—Vardg 118—Hval 5

108—Harstad 119—Alemaria

109—Grimstad 120—Bjerk

110—Mandal ==

Guard force on the arctic island of Jan Mayen
125—(date rectangle with “J” and “pM” on the sides)
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UNUSUAL USE OF NORWEGIAN EXILE STAMP

A cu:ious' cover, that | acquired a number of years ago, rece

would share it with readers and place it on the
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The Cover bears on the front a red censor mark dated 23/12, of a type used on ship mail from vessels of

the British Royal Navy. This sort of mail usvally went postage free at that time.
Norwegian seaman may have been temporarily aboard, and was allowed to use the

Christmas cards. He added one of the stamps of the Norwegian Government in Exile
touch of interest to his friends. Although strictly an unnecessary and irregular usag

alractive and unusual wartime cover.

In this case, perhaps a
mail facilities to send his



NORSK SKIP HANDELSFLATEN CANCELLER--A MISTAKE? qﬁ

WALT JELLUM came upon the illustrated cover, cancelled wi
5 with the NORSK SKIP [ANDFTL.SFLATEN
rectangular mark used by the Norwegian Merchant Marine during World War II This cover, dated
. Lt I}
: " : - All so good, Iut
the ship number in the cancel is 755! Walt did as much research as possihle on Ehis'shjp
number, but gll hg was able to come up with was more questions, so he wrote to Frederiek
nrqfcq for his opinion, The reply follows,,,,"I would say that there is little doubt that
this is a genuine postally used envelope, The orange red machine cancel is Rritish and js

often found on naval and other ship mail, This is what it says:
//;;;;\\ MARITIME
OFFICE MAIL

"It appears that the number 755 on Yyour cover was used in error, as no such number was
assigned any ship, The valid numbers stop at 274, The postmarkers were distributed in early
January of 1943, so your cover dated 7 January 1943 may be a first day of use on that ship,
whatever it was, Is there no return address on the back? The postmarks were made hy a
London firm in a quantity of 445--this includes both types: MARINEN (Navy) and PANDRELSFLATRN
(Merchant Marine). Not all were given out, some remained at Consulates, etc, My statement
in my 1957 Posthorn article "nos. 275-400 not used" was based on the late J, 0. Stensdal's
article in the Norwegian Philatelic Journal, 1946, Anyway, about 207 postmarks were used by
the Merchant Marine, although there were far more ships. The postmarks had about 4 revelving
bands which could be turned around and altered as desired, Any ship number could be set or
changed on each postmark, It would seem that the person assigned as postman was so eager [n
get going he didn't read his instructions thoroughly and adjust his postmark to his assiqned
number, I have looked at Karl Sanne's article on these marks in Norsk Filatelistisk Tidsskrift
#2, 3, 1975, and his list stops also at 274,

"Another lead towards what ship it was, might be the color of the postmark, which you did
not indicate, 1If it was black, we are out of luck, though, That's about all I can say now,
I have not seen any other "error” numbers before, Your cover is a nice item, "

Walt adds that there is no return address at all, and that the color of the cancel is a
bluish purple--is this significant, Mr, Brofos? Can other LUREN readers advise us of the
#755 cancel? Thanks to Walt and to Fred Brofos for sharing their comments with us,
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In a later note, Brofos
o C - B e adds that the address is

% : oo that of The Norw, Shipping
- j - - and Trade Mission,
- (NORTRASHIP) .
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- NORWEGIAN "PAQUEBOT" SHIP MAIL
by FREDERICK A. BROFOS (H-11) SCANDINAVIAN COLLECTORS CLUB
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Bergen, Norway, on Icelandic stamps, 1913,

Numerous interesting covers, that are the delight of the postmark
collector, have been produced due to certain regulations of the Universal
Postal Union. This is particularly true in regard to Foreign Ship Mail.
Although the UPU rules for maritime mail have been in force for many
years, the general public is not well acquainted with them.

Theoretically, one can get stamps from just about any country can-
celled with, for instance, a Norwegian postmark, provided that country
has a ship that ealls at a Norwegian port. And, the other way round, one
can get Norwegian stamps cancelled in any country in which a Norwegian
ship docks. Basically, therefore, stamps of almost any country in the world

can be postmarked, in any other country, so long as they have ships and
ports to call at.

The pertinent regulations in the international mail treaties regarding
ship mail bearing stamps of a foreign country are, quoting from Article 53
of the UPU Convention, as follows:

“I. Unless other arrangements are made between the respective
postal administrations, mail which is handed in aboard a ship in open
sea may be franked with stamps of and according to the rates of the
country which it belongs to or under whose flag it sails.

2. If the handing in on board occurs at one of the termini of the
route or at a port of call on the way, the franking is only valid if it is

done with stamps of and according to the postage rates of the country
In whose waters the ship is in.” )

In the operations rules of the UPU, Article 146, paragraph 6 reads
as follows:

“Postmarking of mail whieh is posted on board a ship, shall be
handled by the mail clerk or by the ship’s officer in charge of mail or,
in their place, by the post office, in the port of call where the mail ic
handed in loose. In such case, the post office cancels them with its
date stamp and marks them ‘“Navire”, “Paquebot” or an equivalent
designation.”

From this may be seen that great possibilities exist of forming a very
unusual and even startling collection. To accemplish this, however, one
must have a good deal of patience and berseverance. For, even if one has
followed all the rules, the relevent postmaster may mnot be quite familiar
with them himself, and so your cover is simply returned postage due.




The Norwegian Post Office regulations state that: Mail with foreign LB
franking which is not posted on the High Seas, but which is determined by
the Post Office to have been posted in Norwegian ports or in Norwegian
territorial waters, is considered as entirely unfranked, and is either handed
back to the ship or treated in accordance with the rules for mail which is
franked with iavalid stamps. ;
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(CARTE POSTALE)

Hjernamegin md ad eins rita utandskriptina. (Cité riservé & Fadresse )

Bergen machine mark on Icelandic card, 1916.

Over the years, many different “Paquebot” marks have been used at
post offices in Norwegian ports. As a rule, they have been rubber stamps
which have been stamped on the envelope or card next to the stamps which
have been date-postmarked. Occasionally one finds the “Paquebot” mark
itself used to cancel the postage stamps, and the date-postmark placed
alongside on the cover.

Ships which have their own post office aboard, cancel their mail with
their own special postmarks, and a foreign postmark is usually not added.
Mail, sent aboard ships of the Norwegian America Line, used to receive a
“Paquebot” mark in ports like New York City. Now their ships, such as
the “Sagafjord”, “Oslofjord” and “Bergensfjord”, have their own ship post
offices with special postmarks showing the ship name and route.
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Special Norwegian ship postoffice cancels.

In the past, there were special Norwegian ship post offices aboard
many of the vessels of the Bergen Steamship Ceo., the Halvorsen and the
Fred Olsen Lines. The last of these marks, on the routes to England or
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they were not reinstated when beace returned. Now the mai] is probably
marked “Paquebot” in England just as it was done in the early days.

1 ORIGINAL B/L RY SHIPS BAG,

Messrs, Wittucen & Jdersen a/s,
Kirkegt, 20,

Uslo,

NCRWAY

Oslo postmark on British stamps, 1958,

One sometimes finds Norwegian Skilling stamps cancelled with
the number “383” between bars. This is an English postmark from Hull,
Yorkshire, and occurs in several varieties. They were often used to cance]
ship mail from Scandinavia. In those days, most of the Norwegian mail
arrived via Hull, which was the terminus of the Thomas Wilson Line, This
line had a mail-carryng contract with the Norwegian Post Office for many
years. Other English numbers are occasonally found on later Norwegian
stamps, for example “545” (Newcastle on Tyne) and “E 89” (Tyne Dock,
South Shields). ‘

Finally, a special group of Norwegian ship postmarks is formed by
the large square-shaped postmarks used during World War I by the Nor-
wegian Merchant Marine and Navy. These had numbers on them represent-
ing the various vessels,

A List of Norwegian “Paquebot” Markings Seen

Port Date seen Color Hiustr.

Kristiania 12.9.03 black fig. 9

Oslo 24747 violet fig. 5

Oslo 15.9.58 violet fig. 1

Oslo 11.9.59 violet fig. 3

Oslo 21964 blue fig. 3 ’
Arendal 29.4.00 _violet(?) fig. 2, similar
Bergen 9.5.15 violet fig. 2, sim., no frame
Bergen 29.1.16 violet fig. 2

Bergen 17.8.36 violet fig. 7

Bergen 12.952 violet fig. 6, similar
Bergen 15.7.55 violet fig. 10

Trondheim 18.7.55 magenta fig. 4

Laerdal 20.6.55 violet fig. 6, town added
Narvik 14.6.55 red fig. 6, similar
Lyngseidet 14.6.55 red fig 6, similar
_-Geiranger - - 10655 black fig. 6, similar
-Kristiansand §. 15.9.52 violet fig. 11, similar

Kristiansand §, 7.6.55 blk. violet fig. 8

































































































































