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NORWAY’S FIRST POSTAL CARDS

Frederick A. Brofos

The first Norwegian postal card was issued on January 1, 1872, in a pale red color and a
denomination of 3 Skilling, shown in a Posthorn design like the then current adhesive postage
stamps. They were printed by Peter Petersen of Christiania in sheets of five, in an upright posi-
tion, that is to say one card above the other. The little swastika-shaped omaments around the
border, when joined together, transform into a quantity of what looks like a letter "T" or some-
times an "S". From the arrangement of these border oraments, one can determine different card
Lypes.

The exact position in the sheet of all five card types is not known, as no uncut sheet exists.
Used cards are far less common today than unused, as most used cards ended up in the
wastebasket. On the other hand, large old-time stamp dealers like Gibbons of London, Moens of
Bruxelles, Senf of Leipzig and Scott in New York, imported a stock to service their clients. In
those days, postal stationery was often included by stamp collectors. However, much was
spoiled by being cut-square to fit the albums. The original Post Office bundles contained 100
cards, usually all of the same position type and had a special linen band around them.

Later on that same year (1872), a second card
printing was made, but was simplified by omitting
the wavy line around the inner border. Collectors, of
course, regarded this as a separate and distinct issue.
The cards were still printed by the sameprinter and
again in sheets of five. However, this time the 3
Skilling vallue appeared in an attractive bright car-
mine color. The quantity issued of the 3 Skilling
cards is estimated at 50,000 - this figure covering
both varieties.

[t was thought that there might also be a need
for a local postcard. This was issued on October 235,
1472, in a quantity of 52,800. The denomination of
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the Posthorn stamp was 2 Skilling. The card was printed in ultramarine, and the border was again without the
wavy line. Today, this card is considered particularly rare when found used contemporancously by the local
posl: [llustrated is the one formerly in the famous Pihl collection, showing the large "CHRISTIANIA
BYPOST" postmark dated 22/12 1873. Another of these cards. but with the small "CHRA. BYP.” postmark
dated 22/6 1874, appeared in one of the well-known Germeten auctions in Oslo recently, with an estimate of
Kr. 5000 (5713). There was also a similar card. postmarked 17/7 1876 at Christiania. with a 1 Skilling
Posthom stamp added. As this item was not used by the local post, the estimate was dropped to Kr. 2000
(S286). (T?\@ j,c-rn-e.‘?. Ak wery netd in Doz . 19 for rerhedineley id 17, 000 end ikri2,tco0-)

In 1876, when the monetary unit was changed from Skilling to Ore. the remaining 2 Skilling cards.
which apparently had not been as popular as expected, were overprinted in black "0.057, in four slighll'y
differing types. The leftover 2 Skilling cards, which were overprinted. amounted 10 47.200. Deducting this
figure from the original quantity of 52,800, leaves a balance of only 5600 of the 2 Skilling postal cards, most
of which are found unused.

CUT-OUT STATIONERY USAGE IN NORWAY

Frederick A, Brofos shows us an example of an unauthorized usage of a cutout from a piece
of stationery. He writes, “Among the thousands of Norwegian cards I have examined over
the years, only two, surprisingly enough, have had cut-out stationery stamps added
instead of normal adhesive postage stamps. Both are cut from 5 gre postal cards of a
similar type to the cards they are affixed to, Both were sent abroad, but no postage
due was claimed on either card, One was sent from Bergen to Munich and is dated January
11, 1884. The other, illustrated here, went from Tromsg to Philadelphia, and bears a
"Nordbanernes" RPO mark of June 25, 1894, These two "Siamese Twins" managed to slip
through, but it was really against regulations, Although permissible in England, it is
not allowed in America or Norway, A circular from the Norwegian Postal Department to
postmasters, and dated March 24, 1882, clearly states: ‘'III, Stamps, which are cut

out of postal cards, may not be used for the franking of letters.'

Note that this does not specifically cover use of postcard franks on postcards, so that
may explain why these birds got by unscathed! This loophole in the postal laws may have
been closed at a later date," )
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THE FIRST PRIVATELY PRINTED STAMPED POSTCARDS OF NORWAY

39

Frederick A. Brofos

The first postcards with imprinted stamps made to private order in Norway were a series of cards for the
acknowledgement of receipe of mail by the Norwegian Credit Bank of Christania (Oslo). an old firm esta-

blished 1in 1857.

The cards were issued between 1910 and 1911, The word "Brevkort” was printed on the front in black
as well as the text, which occurred in several languages. On the reverse was a picture of the bank’s headquir-

ters. also printed in black.

There follows a tabulaticn of the various issues, all with the Posthorn stamp like Morgeskatalog 98 or

100.

Delivered 11-19 Jul 1910. Quantity Delivered 6-15 Jul 1911, Quantity
No. 1 3 ére yellow  Norwegian text 2000 No. 5 10 ére red Norwegian text 5015
No. 2 10 ére red German text *3044

No. 3 10 ére red English text 2080 Delivered 26 Sep - 3 Oct 1911

No. 4 10 ére red French text 2600 No. 6 10 ¢re red Norwegian(?) text 10,194

*Of numiber 2. there were originally 13,944 printed, of which 10,000 were returned w the Post Office for
credit. Perhaps this was due to errors in the German text.

Aside from being the first Norwegian postcard printed to private order, and a picture postcard at that,
these cards are, in spite of the relatively large editions, remarkably elusive. Two of the largest postal sa-
tionery collections in Norway a few years ago (Schou and Pihl) did not contain-a single example. It would
seem that, of the six editions produced over a couple of years, with a combined total of 25,818 copies, most
must have landed in the wastebasket,

The card illustrated. that I have found, was sent to a firm in New York and is postmarked Kristiania,

October 1, 1910. It is variety number 3, the only one with an English text and also the smallest edition of all
the 10 ¢xe cards.
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WWII NORWEGIAN POSTAL STATIONERY
| FOR RATIONING

Frederick A. Brofos

A legacy and memento of rationing in Norway during the last war has been left to phi-
latelists, in the form of a unique series of postal stationery cards. They were bought by the
general public at post offices around the country and used to apply to the Government
ration and supply offices for purchase permits. Thus, most of the cards saved for posterity
were those not used, but bought and saved by stamp or postal stationery collectors.

Most of the time, the thousands of cards that got mailed were not postmarked by the
post office. This was in order to save time and labor, as the cards were, after all, just going
to the government and not being returned to the public. Practically all the Ration Office
archives and card files were burned after the war. Some cards were saved from a few
places, however, but relatively few and of certain issues only. All cards that are actually
postmarked bring a good premium, of course.

~ As most people today are not familiar with the background and regulations connected
with these cards, a short review should be useful.

A Department of Supplies (Forsyn-
.-ingsdepartement) was inaugurated in Norway
- already in the Autumn of 1939. In all Norwegian

communities (towns and districts)) Communal
Supply or Rationing Offices (Forsyningsnemnda)
were started, which supervised local supplies, dis-
tributed rationing cards, and enforced the deci-
sions of the main Department of Supplies in Oslo.

Affer the sudden invasion of Norway by the
Germans in April 1940, with the resultant Allied
blockade, an increasing shortage of goods
occurred. The first things to be rationed were



sugar and coffee. However, it was not long before many other types of goods became rationed. As the
occupation period lengthened into 4 and then 5 years, eventually every kind of necessity of life, from
vegetables to soap, was brought in under rationing. Furthermore, the individual ration portions were
steadily reduced.

Footwear, textile materials and clothing were rationed from Autumn 1940 on. At first, people
could buy an application card and apply for what they needed. Eventually they received a card by mail
granting or denying the application. From January 1941, special ration cards for clothes were issued, ini-
yially with 300 "points”. Each clothing article needing various numbers of points, the necessary coupons
were clipped off at the shop.

Together with the distribution of the first clothing ration cards, there was announced the availabil-
ity of special franked application cards (S¢knadskort) for household equipment (blue cards) and for
footwear (white cards). Later came buff cards for half-soling of shoes, green cards for equipping new
homes, pink cards for baby equipment and light brown cards for work clothes. The applications were
decided upon according to the Department’s special occupation list.

The text on the application cards was changed as the distribution rules were made stricter, and
more information and attestations were demanded. Certain categories of goods were dropped altogether
or were not allowed to be supplied to private individuals. Eventually, permits were issued for
workclothes made out of paper, half-soling only in rubber, ctc. Footwear rationing was particularly
noticeable and the regulations were such that eventually, if one already had a pair of usable shoes, there
was no possibility of getting a permit for a new pair.

Spknadskort for utstyrsvarer.
MERK:

For & i3 hillarelse nl kipp av urstyrsvarer ma soknadskorret fylles rydeiig og
noyaktig u! ag sendes eller leveras forsyningsnemnda pd del sted sokeren bor.
P& hvert soknadskort kan det bare sekes om klepetillateise
for EM voresori.

Om utstyr Nl private husholdninger skal de! seke: i hovedparsonens nava.
Det innskjerpes at rubrikken for ,.niva(en.de beholdning” mi fylles noyaktig ut.
Hvis ingen beholdning has, er dat ikke nok & szarta ,0” i rubrikken, men det

mi ogsd angis grunnen lil at ingen beholdning has.

M3r det samtidig forlanges cpplysninger om  behaldning av varer av lignende . .
art”, skal detle lorstdes slik at hvis seknaden gieldar [, eks. glasshandklar, 1§ Tll forsynlngsn_emn_da
skal det oppgis beholdning av hindklaer av ALLE SLAG: gielder den laken,
oppgis ©gsd beholdning av dynetrekk; gieldar den ulltepper, oppgis ogsd

beholdning av dyner, vatlepper, pledd o. I 1
Viders innskjerpes al hvis seknaden gjelder melervarer, f. wks. stoff nl laken {-/ '('
. 4 * " 7\— Onne 8 LA_A A~
sller hindklasr, m3 stoffets BREDDE oppgis. L. /. L, T

Ved soknad om gardiner eller portierer ma ikke bensvnelsen ,fag” nyttes alens,
men ANTALL METER og stolfets BREDDE m3 ogsd oppgis, Det skal samtidig
gis opplysninger om vinduenes (eventuel! darenes) storrelse (... m XL m).

Vad soknad om utstyrsvarer lil hoteller, pensjonater o. |. skal sokeren Gi 00D | e e s

lysninger om drsforbruk, beholdning og andre opplysninger som kan ha betydning
‘wed behandlingen av seknaden.

Ilnnvilges soknaden, far sokeren tilsend! en anvisning som gielder i 2 mineder
og SCM IKKE VIL BU FORMYET. Er anvisningen ikke nyllet innen denne frist,
m3 ny soknad sendes eller laveres forsyningsnamnda sammen med den ubrukte
anvisning. Ny anvisning vil ikke bli utstedt hvis sekeren ikke gir en fyllest-
gierende grunn for at han ikke har kunnet ayite den farst utstedie anvisning.

Blir en seknad av:lin, underretter forsyningsnemnda sekeren om delte.

=

Footwear was divided into 17 main types, from Group A: boots of leather, to Group S: skin shoes
or boots with wooden soles. Furthermore, the distribution rules were not the same in town and rural
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districts. Nothing exactly can be said about what the individual consumer was entitled to receive, as per-
mit decisions were based on the applicant’s sex, age, kind of work, place of domicile, as well as their
existing supply of footwear and other equipment.

The first stamped cards were the 20 + 20 gre red application for textiles and leather goods and the
15 + 10 gre ultramarine application for footwear, both issued in December 1940. These were followed by
others in April 1041 and continuing in varying editions until the last Household Equipment and Work
Clothes cards of March 1951. Thus some, but not all, of the cards continued in use for almost six years
after the war ended.

The seven main types of stamped cards were for:

Half-soling of shoes (Halvsaling) May 1941-Nov 1945. 15 gre brown stamp.
Household equipment (Utstyr) Jan 1941 - Mar 1951. 15 + 10 gre blue.
Footwear (Skotgfy) Dec 1940 - Nov 1945. 15 + 10 gre ultramarine, later olive.
Textiles and leather goods (Tekstil og lzervarer) Dec 1940. 20 + 20 dre red.
Work clothes (Arbeidsklzer) Apr 1941 - Mar 1951. 25 + 10 e green.

Bicycle tires (Sykkelgummi) Oct 1941 - Nov 1945. 25 + 15 ¢re red-brown.
Bicycle (Sykkel) Oct 1941 - Nov 1945. 25 + 25 gre red-brown.

There are sufficient differences in layout and text to determine the different card issues without
difficulty. In addition, many carry the government printer’s imprint at lower left on the front or back -
"E.M." standing for Emil Moestue A/S, Oslo. The cards were printed by offset, from cylinders for 18 or
36 cards. The text was usually printed in black, but sometimes, as with the later Work Clothes cards, in
the same color as the stamp. The stamp itself is like the Liontype II[, but usually with two values: one
for postage and one for fees to the Department of Supply. The unwatermarked cardboard ranges from
white to colored, in many qualities. Sizes were 250 x 205, 92 x 122 or 128 mm.

‘-/E?m'd ot titlegg ;ko%ﬁqu;bdgsmkl@r.
n Ti"SgEg:;EQ?! r‘:-'i’rbeim IiBfn;ﬂl\ba'féLae?{ f@ﬁ; éa grLBlBEBV
LTSIt yria., Har -Bbsolut ;- bphov, = an

;NSk:;’:ﬂbﬁr‘l?'ei a,-ﬁskm 7 oﬁ(,c&td.ﬁhiﬁirﬁﬂ Tz?s wﬁ&lﬂ,‘ 50
_.,;’W“h?wiska-- g'fun!lal@ spe ; éger, e

spe arbeidefdy,

a spe vele-
rinsrer G 1) o s ”*""\‘
Ved soknad om arbeidstoy mi s3 vidt mulig de nedennevnte vare-
betegnelser brukes:

Arbeidsbukse av bomull uten for, f. eks. dcngeryb_utske, t;:r.lara".
Arbi:::i:;.akka av bomull uten for, f. eks. dongeryjakke, kalner- Td Forsynfngsnemnda ;
Arbeidsbusserull av bomull uten for.
Arbeidsforkle med ermar.

Arbeidsforkle uten ermer. /,———-J

Kieledress. \ / ;
Lager-, laboratorie- og legefrakker. /2/1:’7’7%—
Bruksoljetay, bukse. =

Bruksoljetay, jakke.
Bruksoljetey, frakk.

Av den utfyllte seknad méd det tydelig fremgi hva slags arbeide
sokeren har, hvilket normalt 3rsbehov og hvilke beholdninger sokeren
har av da sokte varer.

Selvstendige erhvervsdrivende md i rubrikkan for arbeidsgiverans
attestasjon selv fylle ut denne rubrikk.

Som arbeidsklasr regnes her ikke uniformer til etater, institusjoner og

bedrifter. - =1 -

Korret ma fylles ut med blekk!
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Besides the aforementioned cards, several other types exist. As they were without imprinted
stamps, they have been rather overlooked by collectors. However, they are still part of rationing history.
Most of them were also printed by the Emil Moestue firm. Ilere is the list of the formular cards to apply
for rationed goods:

1. Application for clothes and equipment for children under age one. Price 40 gre, including return

postage. Black on pink. Six different types. Two have printer’s imprint (E.M. XI-44 60 000 or

EM. VI-45 25 000). 1942/45. (One of these, mailed without postage from Tromsg in December,

1945, is illustrated in the article. The word "PORTO" in the upper right corner indicates that pos-

tage was to be added when the card is mailed.)

2. Application for bicycle. Black on white. 1945.

3. Application for bicycle tires. Black on white. 1945.

4. Application for household equipment to establish a new home. Price 40 gre, including return
postage. Black on light blue-grey. 3 types. 1943/45.

5. Application for permission to use clothing ration coupons in advance. Price 40 gre, including
return postage. Black on white. 1942,

These cards were sold by the Ration Offices, except number 4, which was sold at post offices.
Numbers 1, 2, and 3 were cards sent as is to the Ration Office. Numbers 4 and 5 were sent to the Ration
Office enclosed in an envelope. A couple of other cards which were sent directly to the Ration Office,
franked with adhesive stamps of 15 gre or local rate of 10 gre, were: '

6. Report of sale of damaged or uncurrent footwear. Black on bufl. Imprint: J.C.G. 461 / V.42

5000.
7. Report of sale of fishskin shoes with soles of waste leather. Black on bufl. Imprint: Stamnes
VIII.43 50 000.
[Eedgmsse o o
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. Sgknad om bekledning og utstyr til barn. n_clér;s,ar: b,
A For & fa tillatelse Hl kiep_"&\'r b'-equc'!nin"g" é;:u?ﬁy;fdbarnund e Igr,l‘?né defty/. o
i kort utfylles aoyaktig og tydelig.: 7 ,__,ffi.;ffjiﬁ§ FUE T F 0 e\ E B
:". Kiep av spebarnsuistyr kan ikke forega for_ moren befinnar seg i 4. svanger- 5
! - . skapsmaned. At delte er filfelle, 3 .allesle'r'esfé{“!ege_pller jordmor. ‘Hyis: bary .
' “net er fodi, ma fodselsattest eller dipsattest vedlegges . seknadskortet, Tog~ 51| 3. # 5o
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- bestem! mengde bdnd, sirikk og sysaker.: Innvilges ‘seknaden, far sokeren il %
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1942/45 4 types, including 2 with printer
imprint (E. M. IX-44 and 1000 000 E. M.
11-45. F

romavncBeedgreg’ T B gl v davns Z~//~+ ADDENDUM TO NORWEGIAN
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- Noyaklig bq;iadsadr&sse- L > M?}/L 'f/ i SR I Frederick A. Brofos - |
aie : R - P There is an addendum to the Norwegian = |
l'j_E_Undeﬂegljefs |.0901I°‘l'_d_‘_'f_l"_"’_'_““{f‘_‘?‘:°."E’. 3 : " i+ Ration Application Postal Stationery art.icleg by ® ;
sy q?au{ s * F. A. Brofos. Referring to the September article ™ !
S . in LUREN on this subject add, under the list of 3 |

7 the formular cards, under no. 5: g




































































































































