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NORWAY’S FIRST POSTAL CARDS

Frederick A. Brofos

The first Norwegian postal card was issued on January 1, 1872, in a pale red color and a
denomination of 3 Skilling, shown in a Posthorn design like the then current adhesive postage
stamps. They were printed by Peter Petersen of Christiania in sheets of five, in an upright posi-
tion, that is to say one card above the other. The little swastika-shaped omaments around the
border, when joined together, transform into a quantity of what looks like a letter "T" or some-
times an "S". From the arrangement of these border oraments, one can determine different card
Lypes.

The exact position in the sheet of all five card types is not known, as no uncut sheet exists.
Used cards are far less common today than unused, as most used cards ended up in the
wastebasket. On the other hand, large old-time stamp dealers like Gibbons of London, Moens of
Bruxelles, Senf of Leipzig and Scott in New York, imported a stock to service their clients. In
those days, postal stationery was often included by stamp collectors. However, much was
spoiled by being cut-square to fit the albums. The original Post Office bundles contained 100
cards, usually all of the same position type and had a special linen band around them.

Later on that same year (1872), a second card
printing was made, but was simplified by omitting
the wavy line around the inner border. Collectors, of
course, regarded this as a separate and distinct issue.
The cards were still printed by the sameprinter and
again in sheets of five. However, this time the 3
Skilling vallue appeared in an attractive bright car-
mine color. The quantity issued of the 3 Skilling
cards is estimated at 50,000 - this figure covering
both varieties.

[t was thought that there might also be a need
for a local postcard. This was issued on October 235,
1472, in a quantity of 52,800. The denomination of
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