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RARELY SEEN FLAG KILLER and cancel design are shown as drawn
for the patent filing. This cancel on cover is a rarity  despite its

20th century trials.

The Pneuma-Danica-Duplex Machine
Patented 1906 in Denmark
By Frederick A. Brofos

Some 132 years have passed since
mail was first canceled by machinery
[designed to replace the drudgery of hand-
canceling]. And, quite a variety of inge-
nious contraptions have been produced
by hopeful inventors. They all take their
place in the historical line-up, whether
successful or not, even though precious
little is known about.a number of them.

One of the ghosts from the past is a
curious pneumatic canceling machine
made in Denmark. At the beginning of
the 20th century the Danish Postal Ad-
ministration followed the lead of the
world’s larger nations and tried a variety
of canceling machines. Experimentation
went on for some years at the Copen-
hagen K. (Kgbmagergade) post office.

A Variety of Cancels Tried

At first the trials were limited to ma-
chines of the Germany Sylbe & Pondorf
make and another model from the Norwe-
gian Krag Company — plus a Danish-
made canceler. Now almost forgotten,
this Danish machine was apparently the
subject of several short trial runs; but it
could not compete successfully with the
faster foreign units.

The Pneuma-Danica-Duplex post-
marking machine was the invention of
two Danes, Postmaster Edmund A. Lund
of the Copenhagen S. (Sundbyernes)
post office in the Amager district, and
engineer Jacob C. Hansen-Ellehammer.

Their Danish Patent No. 8928 was issued
on Sept. 2, 1906, with patent protection
retroactive to January 20th of the same
year. They demonstrated their pneumatic
canceler at the large Danish postal meet-
ing of 1908 held in the rooms of the old
Parliament at Fredericia Street, Copen-
hagen.

Later, in 1909 it was placed on trial at
the letter post office at Copenhagen K.
This unique canceler was hand-operated,
not electricity-powered, and its postmark
was comnected to a vacuum pump which
sucked the letters individually to the
postmark that was thereupon impressed
on them. The suction function affected
only the surface of mail matter, without
damaging the contents. Its canceler had
an automatic supply of ink. It did not
matter whether the mail was thick or
thin, large or small since the canceling
was said to be done equally well encon-

Didn’t Require Sorting

One attractive feature was that mail
could be placed in the machine without
advance sorting, other than making sure
that the postage stamps were all facing
towards the canceler. However, the ca-
pacity of the unit was relatively small
and this undoubtedly doomed its future. It
could not economically compete with
other faster and more efficient foreign
machines. The Pneuma-Danica-Duplex
was not developed further and it eventu-
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SIDE AND TOP VIEW of the pneumatic canceler as illustrated in the
patent papers filed in 1906 by the two Danish inventors.

ally was abandoned altogether. Sadly, all
that remains now is a photo in the Royal
Danish P&T Museum, Copenhagen,
which shows the two proud inventors
displaying their machine.

An indication of the probable appear-
ance of cancels made by this device dur-
ing official tests may be judged by study-
ing the design in the patent papers.
There, a circular dated dial is shown with
an attractive killer (at the left) in the

form of a split Danish flag — indicating
an official or naval flag design, as op-
posed 1o the straight-edged national flag,
a white cross on a red field.

Called the Dannebrog, it is one of the
world's oldest flags, dating from the
13th century. Legend says that it “fell
down from Heaven™ during a battle in
1219 of Danish King Valdemar Sejr’s
crusade in Russia.




































































































