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RARELY SEEN FLAG KILLER and cancel design are shown as drawn
for the patent filing. This cancel on cover is a rarity  despite its

20th century trials.

The Pneuma-Danica-Duplex Machine
Patented 1906 in Denmark
By Frederick A. Brofos

Some 132 years have passed since
mail was first canceled by machinery
[designed to replace the drudgery of hand-
canceling]. And, quite a variety of inge-
nious contraptions have been produced
by hopeful inventors. They all take their
place in the historical line-up, whether
successful or not, even though precious
little is known about.a number of them.

One of the ghosts from the past is a
curious pneumatic canceling machine
made in Denmark. At the beginning of
the 20th century the Danish Postal Ad-
ministration followed the lead of the
world’s larger nations and tried a variety
of canceling machines. Experimentation
went on for some years at the Copen-
hagen K. (Kgbmagergade) post office.

A Variety of Cancels Tried

At first the trials were limited to ma-
chines of the Germany Sylbe & Pondorf
make and another model from the Norwe-
gian Krag Company — plus a Danish-
made canceler. Now almost forgotten,
this Danish machine was apparently the
subject of several short trial runs; but it
could not compete successfully with the
faster foreign units.

The Pneuma-Danica-Duplex post-
marking machine was the invention of
two Danes, Postmaster Edmund A. Lund
of the Copenhagen S. (Sundbyernes)
post office in the Amager district, and
engineer Jacob C. Hansen-Ellehammer.

Their Danish Patent No. 8928 was issued
on Sept. 2, 1906, with patent protection
retroactive to January 20th of the same
year. They demonstrated their pneumatic
canceler at the large Danish postal meet-
ing of 1908 held in the rooms of the old
Parliament at Fredericia Street, Copen-
hagen.

Later, in 1909 it was placed on trial at
the letter post office at Copenhagen K.
This unique canceler was hand-operated,
not electricity-powered, and its postmark
was comnected to a vacuum pump which
sucked the letters individually to the
postmark that was thereupon impressed
on them. The suction function affected
only the surface of mail matter, without
damaging the contents. Its canceler had
an automatic supply of ink. It did not
matter whether the mail was thick or
thin, large or small since the canceling
was said to be done equally well encon-

Didn’t Require Sorting

One attractive feature was that mail
could be placed in the machine without
advance sorting, other than making sure
that the postage stamps were all facing
towards the canceler. However, the ca-
pacity of the unit was relatively small
and this undoubtedly doomed its future. It
could not economically compete with
other faster and more efficient foreign
machines. The Pneuma-Danica-Duplex
was not developed further and it eventu-
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SIDE AND TOP VIEW of the pneumatic canceler as illustrated in the
patent papers filed in 1906 by the two Danish inventors.

ally was abandoned altogether. Sadly, all
that remains now is a photo in the Royal
Danish P&T Museum, Copenhagen,
which shows the two proud inventors
displaying their machine.

An indication of the probable appear-
ance of cancels made by this device dur-
ing official tests may be judged by study-
ing the design in the patent papers.
There, a circular dated dial is shown with
an attractive killer (at the left) in the

form of a split Danish flag — indicating
an official or naval flag design, as op-
posed 1o the straight-edged national flag,
a white cross on a red field.

Called the Dannebrog, it is one of the
world's oldest flags, dating from the
13th century. Legend says that it “fell
down from Heaven™ during a battle in
1219 of Danish King Valdemar Sejr’s
crusade in Russia.
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FROM FINLAND TO INDIANA
Frederick A. Brofos

This neat little cover was probably used in
the period 1862-1864. I like it because it shows a
strip of three of the Civil War blue 1-centers,
instead of the usual 3 cent stamp. However,
what made me acquire it years ago was the clear
postmark of Ladoga, Indiana.

This town, I believe, was founded by early
Finnish settlers and named after a familiar spot
in the old country: Upon looking it up in the
National Zip Code Directory, I was surprised to
find that Ladoga, IN, still exists, with the Z[P
47954. I knew the original Ladoga was a great
lake bordering Karelia and lying northwest of
Viborg and Leningrad in what is now Russia.
However, checking the encyclopedia, I found the
lake has 7000 square miles of area, and contains
numerous small islands, two with old
monasteries. No less than sixty rivers enter the
lake, which begins to freeze in October and is
under ice until the end of March. Perhaps
Ladoga, Indiana, is located alongside 2 lake, but
surely one not as large and cold as the one in the
homeland. Collecting US and foreign postmarks

- from places with Scandinavian ties makes an

interesting sideline.
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Another very interesting cover sent by Fred Brofos is this Finnish_postcard-lFrankpﬂ with
two 2 penni Finnish stamps from the Russian pericd. and cancelled in Sweden in 190§ with
A PKXP No 83C railroad cancel ofi its way to Lilbeck. Germany,
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CZARIST RUSSIAN LOCAL POST
IN KARELIA

Frederick A. Brofos

Here we are again, off the beaten track and in a distant and obscure place. We find our-
selves examining Karelia, which at the start of this century was part of the Czarist Russian
Empire, where it had been since the fall of Napoleon in 1815. Prior to thar it had been under
Swedish influence for a long time. Of course, we are not unacquainted with the area, due to
several philatelic appearances. First, after WW I, with the Aunus and North Ingermanland
issues. Then, during the period of WW II, came various issues for the Finnish Military Adminis-
tration in East Karelia. However, most collectors are not familiar with the local posts that
existed in Karelia during Czarist times.

Two towns had local posts, and both were situated in the Olonetz (Aunus) Government or
district. Petrosavodsk (Petroskoi) was on the left side of Lake Onega and was called Adnislinna

during its WW II Finnish occupation. The other place, Pudozh, was on the right side of the
lake.

Although the stamp designs are not particularly
exciting, they are typical of these Russian local posts
or "Zemstvos", as they are called. Many towns
throughout Russia have used them in the past. They
were authorized by the Imperial edict of September
3, 1870, which called upon local assemblies to estab-
lish postal services within their jurisdictions to aug-
ment the general post.

The famous jeweler and great collector of Fin-
nish stamps, Agathon Fabergé, also collected these
Russian locals enthusiastically. He produced a fine
handbook on the subject, which is a rarity in itself
today. His son Oleg, just deceased, has continued in
his footsteps and has also written a book.
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Back in 1957, the large Russia collection of Charies Stibbe was auctioned by Robson Lowe, of London.

It included a huge Zemstvo collection. I have the auction catalog and the list of prices realized. Interest
seems to have been low, and a number of great bargains were had.

In our area I note lot 298: Petrozavodsk and Pudozh. Good collections, mint and used, including 15
complete sheets. Total stamps, 329. Valuation, 7 pounds. Sold for 3 pounds!

Lot 106 was a fine used collection of Zemstvos in general, 806 stamps. Valuation, 100 pounds, but sold
for 50 pounds. It included an "attractive piece bearing adhesives of Petrozavodsk used in combination with
current Imperial adhesives”.

Petrosavodsk-had one -stamp -issue; Figure -1,-of -seven values, running from 1 to 20 kopecks, showing the
town shield. Originally issued in 1901, they were reissued in 1916 in duller colors and on thinner paper.

Tlustrated here is a postcard of the Imperial post, additionally prepaid with a local 1 Kop. brown stamp.
On the back of the card is a handstamped oval dated 10 March 1910, from the village of Vokhtozero. Upon

arrival at the Zemstvo post at Petrozavodsk. the local stamp was cancelled by the CDS of the Zemstvo main
post office and handed over to the Imperial post to be conveyed to its final destination in Moscow,
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Fignre 1, Petrosavodsk
Pudozh issued seven values of 1 to 20 Kopecks in 1903 and, in 1913, similar stamps in changed colors
of 2 to 25 kopecks. The design was the same as that of the town of Ardatof (Nizhni Novgorod gov.) of 1902,
except for a different town seal in the center. That particular frame design was also used then and later on by
a number of other Zemstvos around the country.

Tllustrated here is the back of a registered private letter from the village of Pochezero in the Pudozh dis-
trict, sent to Narva. This 3 Kopeck green stamp was obliterated by the single line handstamp POCHEZERO.
On the front of the envelope are two 7 Kop. Imperial stamps. The letter was handed over to the Imperial post
in Pudozh on 7 August 1904, and reached Narva on the 13th.
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Figure 2, Pudozh
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Figure 3, Straight line obliterators from villages in the Pudozh district.

In conclusion, I should also mention the Zemstvo post of Zadonsk (Figure 4), which although not in
Karelia, but in the Voronezh government, are of interest to Scandinavian collectors since some of the designs
were boldly copied from Danish stamps of 1870. The frames with the comer figures were, however, copied
from the Imperial Russian Post issues of 1859/83. The Zadonsk locals were issued in 1880, in 3 values, the
colors being changed in 1889. In 1890, the 5 kopeck stamp appeared printed in two colors.
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Figure 4, Zadonsk, in small sheet of 4 x 4 stamps

Thanks to Leonard Hartmann, the Philatelic Bibliopole, of P O Box 36006, Louisville, KY 40233-6006,
who provided the illustrations for this article from a copy of the new book, Oleg A. Fabergé, IMPERIAL
RUSSIA ZEMSTVO POST.

Quoting from Leonard’s sales brochure, "A beautifully produced book, full color, small folio size, 8% x
12 inches, of the magnificent Fabergé collection, the text is typeset and all in English though there are intro-
ductions in Finnish and Russian. This is a reproduction of a collection and can not be considered a study of
all issues, however, it is extremely comprehensive with many plating pieces, proofs and essays in addition to
covers. Arranged-alphabetically by town-with a large map in a pocket showing the various districts and
governments. 1993, 431 pages, map in pocket, cloth, full color. $195.00"
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FROM HAWAII TO SWEDEN, 1888
Frederick A. Brofos

The amount of mail that was sent from the exotic Hawaiian Islands to Scandinavia during the period of
Hawaii's independence was probably negligible in the first place. Undoubtably even less has survived to this
day. It was, therefore. with quite some delight that I acquired two of the attractive Hawaiian postal cards, and
furthermore addressed to the Foreign Ministry in Stockholm, Sweden.
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The first card was sent on April 5, 1888, passing San Francisco on April 14, Just when it arrived in
Stockholm is unclear. The other card was sent on August 10, 1897, passing San Francisco on August 21, and
arriving in Stockholm on September 7. Both the cards were sent from the Joint consulate for Sweden and Nor-
way in Honolulu. The consul at that time was H. W. Schmidt.

[ picked up these cards for a few shillings some years ago at a linle stamp shop near Paddington station
in London. -Going back there last year, I was sorry [0 see that the old place had disappeared. Used Hawaiian
postal stationery has been steadily rising in price, but, be that as it may, I always enjoy seeing these well-
travelled cards again, whenever I run across them in my collection. I am especially glad that they had a Scan-
“dinavian destination, something which gave me the opportunity to write about them here,
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GERMAN CENSORSHIP IN DENMARK
WW II

Frederick A. Brofos

Although practically nothing has been written about it in America, this interesting subject
has been very well covered a few years ago in several Danish handbooks by E. Menne Larsen
and others (see Bibliography) and specialists are referred to their works. It will be necessary to

briefly repeat some of the history discussed in detail
ously unreported material that I had actually been

by them, as background for various previ-
expecting others to reveal. Eventually it

dawned on me that perhaps I had the only examples saved, and therefore it would be up to me to
record them. Some censor marks can be remarkably elusive and it is quite exciting for collectors
when anything new turns up, especially so long afterwards.

On April 9, 1940, Denmark was invaded by and soon capitulated to the overwhelming
forces of Germany. By its initial lack of resistance, the country avoided becoming a Protectorate

or Reichskommissariat, ag elsewhere was the case.
superficially retained.

In the beginning, many problems were arranged
through the Foreign Ministries of the two countries.
This is reflected in some of the early censor marks
used in Denmark, namely those of the Danish
Foreign Ministry Press Bureau which, for a short
time, were in charge of controlling all printed matter.
These are mentioned in 1), page 88, as being
extremely rare. Since the impressions were usually
faint, I am illustrating here, in Illustration 1, a beauti-
fully clear one that I acquired in Copenhagen back in
1947, without at that time fully appreciating its
significance.

In the first months of the German occupation,
the foreign mail to and from Denmark went,

Its political integrity and sovereignity was

PROGRAM NOTES ...

FIRST WEDNESDAY

The March meeting will be held on
the FIRST WEDNESDAY, March 2,
at the Union Federal Savings Bank,
13300 Ventura Boulevard, Sherman
Oaks, at 8. This is a few blocks east
of the San Diego Freeway, on a
comer.

Jerry Kasper will discuss the acro-
grams of Iceland; a subject of special-
ized interest to him.
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according to destination and transport means, over the censor offices at Hamburg or Berlin. This was changed
in mid July, 1940, when a censor office was started in Copenhagen. It was given the identification letter "k"
(Kopenhagen) which, however, did not actually appear in the censor marksor lahgls p_qli_l_mg@_lalg;._ G

Herrn Dr. med. T. Heymann,
Hvalsg /Kgbenhavns Amt
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Tlluostration 1

Printed Matter card from Basel, Switzerland, 1941, to Denmark. German machine censor "e" (Frankfurt/Main).
Extremely rare Danish Foreign Ministry Press Bureau censor mark.

The German censorship in Denmark was at first made to look like a Danish censor, but was really
always under German supervision in spite of the many Danish postal workers involved. The censor office
itself was located at Tietgensgade 32, Copenhagen V, from July 16, 1940, until October, 1944. This was in
the Danish Post and Telegraph Museum, whose rooms were requisitioned. All displays had to be moved out
and activities halted until the end of the war.,

Ilustration 2

The mask is dropped and the "Danish" censor is revealed as being German.
"Zensurstelle k" marks in red on a 1944 cover to Nomway, instead of usual P&T mark.
The whole German censorship apparatus had been under the direction of the German Counterespionage
Service (Abwehr). This was changed in May, 1944, when the SS took over. Due to material shortages, the
markers and labels were not changed from reading Oberkommando der Wehrmacht 1o Zensurstelle until the














































































