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Yes, I love that land,
as it juts forward,
rugged and weather-beaten,
across the ocean,
with its thousand
stamps and postmarks.
I love, oh, how I love
to study its glorious
postal saga,
from early morning uatil
night settles upon the earth.
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DEDICATION

This book is dedicated to the many fine people who | have had the
privilege and pleasure to meet over the years and who have encouraged me in
my endeavors.

Several compliments | especially appreciated were when the Director
of the Norwegian Railroad Museum told me that they valued my catalogue of
Norwegian Railroad Stamps so much that they kept it in their safe! The late Ame
Bye, editor of "Frimerke Kontakt", wrote me saying, "Brofos, when you look at a
cover, you really SEE it and notice everything!" Then there was Lowell Ragatz, a
professor at Ohio State University, who wrote, " Found your letter and a bundle
of articles awaiting me. After a good supper, | sat before the fire and had one of
the most pleasurable evenings ever, reading your material. | want to
congratulate you on your exceptional ability as a research man and as a writer."
Praise like that, although infrequent, has kept me writing for over a half century
NOW.

With still more material and knowledge available, | hope to continue to
write into the next millennium.

INTRODUCTION

By popular demand, | have gathered together a selection from my various
essays. These have been carefully chosen from "The Posthorn” (Scandinavian
Collectors Club) and "Luren” (Scandinavian Philatelic Library of Southern
California), the "Billig Philatelic Handbooks" and one or two from the "American
Philatelist". Not included were my 41 articles in "Machine Cancel Forum" dealing
mostly with US Machine Cancels, nor my 28 articles in "Granite Posts" dealing
with NH postal history. Also works too large to include were:

Postmarks of Norwegian Local Posts

Norwegian Railroad & Steamship Parcel Stamps

Norwegian Revenue Stamps

Introduction of Machine Cancels to Norway

The Krag Machine Co. and its Factory
Furthermore, | wrote 15 articles in Norwegian during the period 1980/83 in
"Frimerker som Hobby". Several important ones, not repeated in English,
covered APQ 544, British FPO 786 and Military Courier Office, all in Oslo, 1945.
The German Service Post Office and its branches in Norway, 1942/45.
Rare Norwegian FPOs, 1940. Norwegian Exile Post and Railroad Office Mail in
England. The Battle of the Oslofjord, 1940.
in spite of these omissions, which | hape to rectify with translations sometime, |
trust that readers will find enough of interest among the material presented
herewith.
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- A Return to Viking Names
by Frederick A. Brofos (497)

In the middle of August 1624, the old town of Oslo was burned to the
ground. Around this time, the sporadic warfare between Sweden and the
dual kingdom of Denmark-Norway was blossoming out again. This fighting
had been going on intermittently for a number of years. As a matter of fact,
the Swedes had actually set fire to Oslo several times before. Christian IV
was the ambitious ruler of Denmark-Norway at that period. Shortly after
the latest fire in Oslo, he came up to Norway and had the town rebuilt on a
new site nearer Akershus fortress, where it would be less vulnerable to attack.
At the same time the king used the opportunity to also change the town's
name. Henceforth it was to be known as “Christiania”—after himself.

A period of 300 years then passed by until, on January 1, 1925, the name
of the capital of Norway was officially changed back to “Oslo” again. The
changeover seems on the whole to have been popular, one reason being that
“QOslo” was shorter. ;

The original Oslo was officizlly founded by King Harald Hardride in the
year 1050, although some dwellings are said to have existed there previously.
The town bore the name of “Oslo” for six hundred years, until King Chris-
tian’s aforementioned visit. King Harald is pictured on a set of 3 Norwegian
stamps issued in 1950. -

At the time of the name-change back to “Oslo”, red and gold poster
stamps were issued by the Chamber of Commerce for use on letters to foreign
correspondents explaining the town’s new name. These stickers exist in
three languages—English, French and German—printed separately in sheets
of 50 (5x10 across). The design includes the town coat'of armms; showing
the Patron Saint Hallvard, who was dropped in the Oslofjord tied to a mill-
stone but still would not sink. '

On April 23, 1925, the Norwegian government announced its decision to
call the Spitsbergen archipelago “Svalbard”—an old name for the area from
Viking days. A set of four stamps commemorating the annexation and show-
ing the new name was issued later that year,
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_ Im 1929, it was decided to change the name of Norway’s second largest
city from Trondhjem-to “Nidaros.” This was the ancient Viking name of the
town ?vhen, in former centuries, it was most prosperous znd well known.
Follqmg an excited debate in the Storting, the law passed the Norwegian
parliament by 2 close margin of 57 to 54. Prior to this, the Trondhjem mnn-





























































































