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THE NIGHT THAT STAMPS BLEW AROUND BERGEN
BY FREDERICK A. BROFOS (H-11) SCANDINAVIAN COLLECTORS CLUB

People who were out early in Bergen, Norway, one December morning
in 1943, may have noticed an unusual lot of paper blowing around the
streets or just lying on the ground. Those awake enough to take a closer
lock found miniature sheets with startling new designs for Norwegian
postage stamps. They were really clever political leaflets, which had been
flown over by bomber from England and dropped that very night in the
Bergen area.

There were four different designs of these Allied propaganda stamps

. for Norway and two sizes of each. Dropped at the same time were pictures

of King Haakon, Churchill, Roosevelt and Stalin, together with statements
by them regarding Norway.

The general idea was to have patriots take these “stamps” with their
biting anti-nazi cartoons and stick them up in conspicuous places around
town. On streetcar windows or in telephone booths were just two of many
places where ordinary people could safely enjoy them. Perhaps someone
might even be bold enough to use them on letters of annoyance addressed
to local party leaders . . . Anyway, the Germans and their N.S. helpers were
furious and moved heaven and earth to destroy the embarrassing leaflets.
Those not found shorfly by either patriots or nazis were probably ruined
simply by lying in the snow. Unfortunately, very few of these interesting
war mementos have survived. Another reason for this fact is that during
the war it was downright dangerous to be caught in possession of “enemy
propaganda”. It didn't take much to be thrown into a concentration camp
in those days. ’

Of the few miniature sheets that, in spite of all, were saved for
posterity, most have since been subdivided and spread around as single
stamps. A detailed description of the complete sheets should therefore be
of interest.

A good job of printing was done, apparently from photogravure plates,
either in England or the United States. White gummed paper without water-
mark was used. The size of the sheets was 5% x 8% inches (about 133 x 216
mm.). All carried the text: “Utkast til den norske frimerkekonkurranse —
Tre andre utkast félger pr. luftpost” (i.e. essay for the Norwegian postage
stamp competition — Three other trial designs follow by airmail). Each
sheet had one large stamp and three (the 15 ore value with four) small stamps
it:;] the same design. They were called 1st. to 4th essay and may be listed

us:

1. 15 ore green “Alt for Tyskland!” (i.e. All for Germany!). Design:
SS trooper confiscating farm animals etc.

2. 30 ore ultramarine “Wir fahren gegen Engelland!” (i.e. We travel
to Angel land!). Design: Hitler, in armor and lifebelt, swimming.

3. 20 + 20 ore red “Lofoten 4 mars 1941. Bidrag til mulkten”. (i.e.
Lofoten 4th, March, 1941. Contribution to the fine). Design: Giant
Norwegian sailor lands and grabs nazis. (Refers to Allied com-
mando raid on Lofoten Islands),

4. 30 pieces of silver (Judas money) Prussian blue “Vanaere og forakt
har Quislings faerd ham bragt” (i.e. Quisling’s actions have brought
him dishonor and disgust). Design: Quisling’s head in a hang-

- man’s noose. -
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The small stamps were line perforated, essay No. 1 with 1134 x 10%,
No. 2 with 11% x 10, and Nos. 3 and 4 both with 9 x 1134 (horizontal perf.
listed first), The large stamps were imperforate, except on the right side of
Nos. 3 and 4 which was line perforated 11%. The small stamps were im-
perforate along the edges, that is to say on either one or two sides. The
sheet composition appeared thus:
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About 47 different aerial propaganda leaflets were dropped over Nor-
way by the Allies during the war, from a beginning of two in 1940 up to
fifteen in 1945. However, only the four above mentioned were connected
with philately. They were like a ray of sunshine in a time of darkness.

The intriguing question remains as to who accomplished the drop and
who inspired the idea in the first place?

At the beginning of the war, it was the Royal Air Force (R.AF)
that flew over from England with leaflets to be dropped on Norway. Later
on, in the course of the last 20 months of the war, a great part of this work
was taken over by a section of the U.S. Army Air Force, namely the
“406th. Bombardment Squadron, 8th. U.S.A.AF.”. This squadron, which
was trained in night flying by the R.A.F., had the job of dropping leaflets
over Europe, as well as various other “secret assignments” which are not
divulged even today. The 406th. bombed more than 7000 targets with a total
of 1,800 million leaflets and news sheets in around 330 night flight mis-
sions. Unlike all other groups of U.S. heavy bomber planes, the 406th. did
not fly in formations but instead flew singly. They often met concentrated
resistance from enemy fighter planes and anti-aircraft guns.

The propaganda stamps were dropped on Norway in December 1943,

which would seem to indicate that the mission was accomplished by the
406th. @

) Some authorities believe that the leaflets were dropped over Bergen
in the course of several nights. In that case one can-imagine how angry
the nazis must have been, after carefully cleaning up, to see loads of

So much for who accomplished the drop. Now, who stood behind
-the whole idea? -

The American propaganda departments at the time were the *Office
of War Information” (0.W.L) and the “Office of §trateg1c Semc_es” (0.S.8.).
The British equivalent, which originally had consisted of threg independent
agencies, was finally united in one “Political Warfare Executive” (P.W.E.).

Unfortunately, there was a continuous conflict between O.W.L and
0.5.5. about who should cooperate v_vith P.W.E. and who sl_muld execpte
the various functions, Later on, an independent Anglo-Amenc_an organiza-
tion was formed, which came to be known as the “Psychological Warfare
Division” (P.W.D.. With the formation of SHAEF. (Supreme Head-
quarters Allied Expeditionary Force), meetings were held between P.W.D.,,
O.WIL and PW.E. as well as the Russian propaganda service to effect a
better coordination of ideas. However, efforts at cooperation with the latter
agency at least were without result. :

Out of this maze of rival offices it has not been able to identify the
inspired originator of the four “Essays for the Norwegian stamp com-
petition”. That it was an “Allied” idea, and that the Norwegian government
in exile in London had no connection with it other than perhaps giving its
blessing, one would imagine from the old-fashioned spelling on the 4th
design (“faerd” instead of “ferd” and ‘“bragt” instead of “brakt”). Never-
theless, whoever originated them, they certainly liven up any war collec-
_tion, as well as forming a rather unique chapter in the philatelic history
of World War IL




WE WILL WIN
Frederick A. Brofos

Among the modern stamps of Norway, my
favorite is undoubtedly the so-called "London
Issue". Beautifully printed by Thomas De la Rue
& Co., Lendon, they were first issued on January
1, 1943, by the Norwegian government in exile in
Great Britain. With the addition of two more
values, the set was reissued in Norway on June
22, 1945, following the Liberation. One could
really see and feel, as one rubbed a finger nail
across, that they were engraved. I thought they
even smelled different from ordinary stamps.
Anyway, I still have a sheet each of the 5 and 7
dre values, which I bought at that time in Nor-
way. Each stamp in the series shows the
crowned monogram of the exiled King- Haakon
VII. That "H7" design was surreptitiously
painted and drawn everywhere in Norway during
the German occupation. [ remember often doing
it myself in the snow with ski poles. The 20 dre
stamp is of particular interest, as it pictures the
“We Will Win" slogan done on a country road.
In Norwegian, "Vi Vil was doubly
effective with its three "V's.

Vinne”

itt, Bjerregaard
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The other day, I ran across an interesting
memento [ had saved from the war years, which
shows both the slogan and royal monogram. It
was in late 1944 or early 1945, when [ was a
school boy, that I happened to enter a telephone
booth by the street in front of Majorstua Station
in Oslo. To my surprise, I found that someone
had boldly stamped through the phone book
pages with a rubber stamp in violet, showing the
forbidden monogram and patriotic slogan. Upon
discovery,the book would, of course, immediately
be seized and replaced by the authorities. Seo, I
did not hesitate to rip out 2 page for my "War-
time Memorabilia Collection”. Oblivious to the
danger of possessing "enemy propaganda”, [ ran
off home with my prize. I didn’t show it to any-
one, however, as I probably wouldn’t have been

allowed to keep it. Those were the days of fear
and secrecy, when the long dark shadow of the
swastika lay across the land.
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Three Covers From the Liberation of Norway
By Frederick A. Brofos

During World War II, the German occupation forces in Norway were
opposed by a secret organization of patriots known as the Home Front
(“Hjemmefronten”). Ore ecan imagine that a considerable amount of mail
must have been sent by this underground resistance movement, although the
covers obviously would bear no indication of their true origin. Other things
being too risky, what was usually sent were the so-called illegal newspapers.
These one-page typed or mimeographed sheets mostly contained the latest
BBC news from London. This was important, as all radios had been confis-
cated and the Nazi-controlled regular newspapers suppressed all news un-
favorable to them and exaggerated or distorted the rest. As the Nazi police
began to seize and examine large mailings, the secret newspapers were eventu-
ally distributed more and more from hand to hand.

Immediately after the Liberation, the Home Front members came out
into the open and their para-military organization called the Home Forees
(*“Hjemmestyrkene”) were prominent on the streets with their special arm-
bands and hand machine pistols. The illustrated cover, (Fig. 1) from May
or early June, 1945, shows that they even had their own imprinted envelopes
and is a real “piéce de résistance” in more than one way. As indicated by a
dark violet strike at upper right, the letter was sent from the Intelligence
unit which, together with other forces, had occupied the former “N. S. Parti-
hus” (Quisling Party HQ) at Kristian Augustgate, Oslo. It was sent by
courier to Major Diesen. a Norwegian liaison officer at Allied Military Head-
quarters, Storgaten 33, Oslo, the former German Military HQ.

i3




Fig. 2

Figure two shows another interesting cover from about the same period.
It bears a red strike at lower left, reading “lst. Air Landing, Reconnaissance
Squadron, Orderly Room.” Probably sent from the British paratroop out-
fit nicknamed The Red Devils (because of their red berets) that arrived
among the first liberators of Norway. Addressee is Captain D. H. Robson,
Aide de Camp to the General Officer Commanding, Norway Command (Gener-
al R. Urquhart) at Allied HQ. Oslo. Tt bears the blue crossed lines common-
ly used by the British to denote registered letters. A registration number is

Fig. 3
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struck in black and a manuscript “Regd. SDS, J. O. Smith” appears at upper
right, indicating conveyance by Signal Dispatch Service. This was the Brit-
ish Army equivalent of the U. S. Army Signal Corps and was in charge of
military communications.

The third cover, (Fig. 3), is an official envelope sent from the Head
Postmaster of Ascot, Berks., England, on August 30, 1945. It bears the
machine cancel commemorating the end of WW II, with Vietory bells, the
letter “V” and its equivalent in Morse code. The cover is addressed to Lance
Corp. A. V. Salt, 180th. Dispatch Rider Section, Norway Force Signals, Zone
1, B.L.A. (British Liberation Army?) and carries the receiving mark of Sept.
2, 1945, the day the Japanese signed their own surrender document. This
postmark is of particular interest as it was used by the British Army Signal
Unit at Allied Military HQ in Oslo (Storgate 33, 2nd. floor). The postmark
shows the code letters AY, which distinguish it from similar markings used
at other locations during the war.

The three covers from the Liberation of Norway that we have just exam-
ined form a postal history trio difficult to match today. However, all were
unappreciated by their original recipients and thrown away. Fortunately
I was at the right place at the right time to retrieve them for Philately.
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Fred Brofos, responding to my call for help in the May LUREN, sent along some illustrations,
The two British Registered Letter Envelopes are used in the WW II period, The first, a

5 1/2 d brown, was used in England in 1944 Dby the Norwegian Army FPO, The other one,

a 3 d dark green,- was used by the Bfitish Army FPO 786 in Norway., FPO 786 was, at the
time, on the second floor of Kampen High School in Oslo. The school had been reguisitioned
by the Germans as a barracks, then taken over by the British liberation forces. The

FPO was only cpen to military personnel, not the general public, so covers are rare.





























































































