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The “Krag” Postmarking Machines
by Frederick A. Brofos

NORGE

Among the great Improvements that have aided the post offices in
handling the ever increasing volume of mail matter is the rapid cancelling
machine. Not only have they brought relief to overworked postal employees,
but their advent made possible an era of “business by mail” The facts
connected with the postmark industry, which plays such an important part
in the history of the postage stamp, should be of particular interest to phi-
latelists. 3
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Postmarking machines have been steadily improved over the years since
the first one was invented over a hundred years ago by Pearson Hill, son of
Sir Rowland Hill of Penny Postage fame. The experimental machine was
brought into use on September 17, 1857 at the London Post Office. However,
as ordinary hand stamping turned out to be faster, the machine was with-
drawn the following year. After this “fiaseo” Hill made several improved

versions, and other inventors both in England and abroad produced many

more or less successful types of postmarking machines.

~ The :-Eirst cancelling machine used in the United States was invented by
the Leavitt brothers, and appeared in March 1875 in Boston, Mass. It was
used only on postcards.



Turning to our beloved Scandinavia, we find that the first stamp cancel-
ling machine in that area was invented and used in Norway in the early
1900’s. The machine was produced after considerable experimentation by a
young Norwegian mechanic named Gustav Hansen. It could be run by both
hand power or electric power, and postmarked approximately 600 pieces of
mail a minute. The invention was given the name of KRAG, after the
machine factory of Nils A. Krag in Kristiania, the firm which manufactured:
and exported the machines. The earliest machine showed a single impression,
with a date circle at the left followed by the country name “NORGE” in
large letters at the right. Im the course of extensive postmark searchinz
I have only seen two examples from this machine, one dated August 26, 1903,
and the other dated November 12, 1903.
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The postmark on the next machine made a multiple impression which
soon became characteristic of the Krag machines. I have examples dated
from October 17, 1904, to September 5, 1906. There are three hollow 5-
pointed stars a2t the bottom of the date cirele. Another multiple impression
. machine, without the cancelling lines between the da‘s circles, was used for

backstamping letters in the Arrival Section of the Kristiania Post Office.
The horizontal bars parallel with the date very soon wore out, and were not
replaced. Seen with dates from November 13, 1904 to June 26, 1911 and with
TUR (Trip) 1, 2, 3, and 5. Next comes a machine with a hollow 6-pointed
star and two black 5-pointed stars at the bottom of the date circle. This I
have seen with dates March 4, 1905 to June 9, 1905. A machine with one
hollow 5-pointed star at the bottom and the month in Arabic figures instead
of the usual Roman figures, I have noticed with dates from June 19, 1905
to July 21, 1906. There was also a special machine postmark for registered
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