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Finnish material have beenfefed at public auction3.he first auction

was held in ZYrich by Corinphila which sold the OSibeliusO Grand Prix
collections of Christian Sundman classic issues and postal stationery
This spectacular and very successful sale was followed by the David
Feldman OlrniaO sale in Helsinki in cooperation with Oy Kaj Hellman
Ltd. Our best wishes to all the successful biddéfs will have a full
account of these two auctions for thegust newsletter

The literature jury at COPOLPEX, February 2003, awarteR a
silver medal, a respectable award for an informal quarterly newsletter
The jury recommended that we try to improve the balance and variety
of philatelic content suggesting that there has been too strong a focus
on pre-stamp and 19th century philateMlan Warren separately
commented, Ofor this older material and the new issue articles in each
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Frankenallee 2-4

On Januay 1, 1954 Finland launched the ttition type definitive
series to eplace the long-standing 1930 lion types. The stamps of both

Manuscripts for publication are welcome. definitive series wevalid franking until July 1, 1963 when new stamps

Send all material to the Editai/hile due carg
will be taken, no responsibility is accepted
material submittedAll manuscripts are sul
ject to editing at the discretion of the $taf

TFP is not copyrightedArticles may be re
printed without permission from the Editg
However attribution of TFP and the origina
source, if appropriate, is requested.

=

were issued consistent with the monetagforms effective January 1,

0r1963. It would appear that combination mixed issue franking for the

1930 and 1954 definitive series on cover would be nearly Oendless.O
Material should be plentiful and inexpensive. This attractive and
inexpensive airmail cover dm Helsinki, 13. 8. 54, to Mannheim,
Germany was franked with a 25 Fmk m/1954 lion type to pay the letter
rate to Eubpe and a 3 Fmk 1948, m/1930 issue to pay the airmail
surcharge for letters weighing less than 5 grams. Do you have a mixed
issue cover in your collection?
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Moomins, PostersAnd Wildlife In The SummerYard In The Stamps Of May

A new stamp booklet on the Moomins, including six
stamps, was issued on MayThe new issues of that day
also included two stamps on poster art and a miniature
sheet of six stamps on plants and animals of a summer
yard. All new stamps are valid postage for a 1st class
domestic letter up to 50 grams.

Moominland Midwinter

by Mr. Lasse Hietala in the 196®6ar the then Post and

Telegraph dice. The posters depict a heart and a mather
The stamp versions of the posters and the stamp sheet
were designed by MiTapaniAartomaa, a renowned
graphic artist and Lasse Hietala, who has designed posters
and advertisements for Finland Post for more than three
decadesThe stamps were printed by Joh. EnschedZ

Security Printers in the NetherlandEhe stamps were
The original pictures, on which the new Moomimprinted on traditional gummed paper

stamps are based, are from the bddkominland
Midwinter (1957) byTove Jansson (1914-2001). Ms.
Pirkko Vahtero designed the stamps and, for example,
for the coloring of the pictures. OLuckily | kndwve
Jansson and was able to discuss the color world of the
pictures with he® says MsVahtero, the artist who
designed all the previous Moomin stamps, too. She also
got a lot of help from MsTuulikki PietilS, graphic artist,

a good friend ofove Jansson and the model Tooticky,
known from the bookMoominland Midwinter The
stamps depict Moomintroll, who has woken up in the
middle of his winter sleep and meets a little, cheerful
squirrel in one of the stamp§opoticky, Little My, wise

and gentle Moomin mamma and Snufkin, a vagabond,
who returns to Moominvalley every spring. In one of
the stamps, there is a photograph depicting the forefathers
of the Moomin familyfound by MoomintrollThe stamps

are self-adhesive, 1st class, non-denominated stamps,
printed by De La Rue (formerlyhe House of Questa)
security printers in Englan@he booklet is priced at EUR
3.90.The Moomin stamps are always very popuard
particularly so in the summgwhen the tourist season
begins and the Moominworld and its posfiod are
opened.The previous Moomin stamps were issued in
1992, 1994, 1998 and 2000. In postal stationery Moomin
subjects were used in 1988, 1992 and 1993.

Posters By Lasse Hietala Issuksl Stamps

The theme of the 2003 Europa stamps, the stamp series
of the European posts, is postal poster Hne Finnish
EUR 0.65stamps, were issued on May 7, depict two
OSomeone is waiting for your letterO posters, designed

SummerYard InThe Miniature Sheet
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The yard is flowering and teeming with life in the STAMP FACTS - MOOMIN BOOKLET

miniature sheet designed by Ms. Pirkko JuvonEme

artist looked at the summer nature through a chiég®s Date of Issue:  May 7, 2003

. . FaceValue: 6 x 1st class (EUR 0.65) = EUR
and found red clovers, dandelions, daisies, a sweet
; . . 3.90

hedgehog mother with her young, a trim frog, a beautiful )

. . Issue: 1,000,000
magpie, a grasshoppex dragonfly butterflies, ants and e L :

. . Artist: Original picturesTove Jansson,

a whole bunch of other little creatures, all of which she . )

. L stamp versions Pirkkgahtero and
has skillfully drawn for the stamp$he miniature sheet Tuulikki PietilS
is priced at EUR 3.90, and it includes six EUR 0.6 L . :

) . erforation: Security perforation
stampsThe stamps were printed on traditional gumme e 33 x 27.5 mm
stamp paperThe miniature sheets were printed by De ) ) o
. ; Stamp paper:  self-adhesive stamp paper
La Rue (formerlyThe House of Questa) security printers_ . )
Printer: De La Rue

in England. Printing method: Stamps: gravure 5/0

. ) Price of the FDC:EUR 4.35
New Issues are availble from:

NORDICA, P O. Box 284, Bethpage, NY1804 or Finland Post Corporation - Philatelic Center
Jay SmithAssociates, FO. Box 650 Internet: wwwposti.fi/stamps
Snow Camp, NC 27349

Fun with Finnish First Day Covers - 1
by Alan Warren

This article begins a series that we hope to continue inThe actual first day of issue stamp is the Pro Filatelia
future issues of he Finnish PhilatelistThe subject will semipostal on the left, and itis cancelled 15 October 1931
be first day covers of that country and will focugNorma 187; ScottB8). The denomination is 1+4 Fmk.
chronologically on FDCs of the 1930s and 1940s. | willhe 1 Fmk paid the local post card rate, and the 4 Fmk
illustrate covers bearing the more interestingas used by the Postal Museum of Finland to acquire the
commemorative issues rather than definitives. postal stationery collection of Richard Graniper

Our initial cover is actually a post card, which was The following references will be used throughout the
registered and sent locally in Helsinkhe stamp in the First Day Cover serieddditional references will be noted
upper right corner is the | Fmk Literature Society Sealhen they apply to a particular column.
stamp that was issued in January 198ar(nal84;Scott Mattila, EsaSuomen Postimaksuj881-1985Mansen
181). It is not cancelled on first day but was used to p&amps and Coins, Loimaa, 198krma 2002: Finland
the registry fee of that denomination. Special CataloguekSpylSn Merkki OyHelsinki 2002.



The Finnish Philatelist ¥oV. 8, No. 2 ¥ May 2003 Page 4

Registered Mail On The Helsingfors-St Petersburg Railway

by Leonard Tann

In the February 2008innish Philatelist(Vol. 8. No. scarce and interesting.
1, Whole Number 26) the closing pages have a most¥ mail to be registered had to be handed to the postal
interesting article by llkkdeerijoki - translated by Carita clerk correctly franked for both the postage and the
Parker - on the history of the railway linking Helsingforsegistration feeThe postal clerk would then enter the
with St Petersbuy. There are illustrations of theitem in the register or ledger in one of the following ways;
mail-wagons that operated on this line in the imperi@lve agreed that the evidence suggests a dual system was
era, and of the postal workers in the postal-vans. in use in Russia)

As a specialist in the railway mail of Imperial Russia, 1. It would be given a number that was next on the list
| have been studying the scarce items of mail Oregisteirethe ledger or registeFhe numbering had commenced
on the postal-vansO of trains in Imperial Russia up to atdome point with number 1, so the item could be number
just beyond the revolution. My major articleXamshchik 45, 78, 135 .... &c.
- the Post RidefJournal of the Canadian Socigtiune 2. It would be given a number that was the next number
2001, No. 48) apparently caused quite a stir amofay that day If it was the first registered item for that
Russian collectors day it would be

in Russia itself.
Items registered
on the RPOs of
Russia are very
scarce - | have
been a specialist
collector for
almost 40 years
now and have
managed to collect
just six items.

| Have discussed
this subject at
length with the late
Geoge Miskin, a
past president of
the British Society

number 1; if the
second, number
2 &c., and
recorded in the
register or
ledger as such
for that day
Rarely has a
number been
seen above 5
for the Oday
numbering
systemO.

¥ The posal
clerk  would
write in
manuscript on

of Russian the postcard/
Philately  who cover as follows;
specialized in The word

Russian registered Figure 1. The small letters distinguishegp® 1 egistration labels. The OZAKAZNOYEO
mail of all kinds. letter D stands for ODagO = Day (train). 14 kopeks wagsexrfranking (= registered),
We agreed on the for the registeed coverThe wod OZakaznoyeO was written on ttenfr then the
following points, The TPO clerk applied theegistry label and cancelled the cover that wagay-number /
which are of dispatched fom St. Petersbgr 3. V 99, to asa. The cover was sent tQgdger number
interest in this Brands by mistake, 8..99, then to ®asa, backstamped, 9. 99. and then the

connection too; railway route B
¥ the post-van or mailcar on trains was usually isolated., PV- No .1 (Mailcar Route 1, Retersbuy -
from the rest of the train for securifiravelers could not Moscow). From about 1914 a special handstamp was
walk down the corridor to the mailcdt could only be issued to (some) mailcar routes to be filledTihese are
approached along the platform at statiolbere was even scarcer in the 1914-17 period.
usually an armed guard on the mailcar Having established the above to be the rule and working
¥ mail posted through the letter-box on the side of theactice throughout the Russian Empire - including
mailcar or handed to the post-clerk had to be correctBoland and the Baltic Provinces - let me draw attention
franked with stamps, as the mailcar clerks did not sédl the Helsingfors-St Peterslgurailwaywhich seems to
stamps. Mail that was deficiently franked - underfrankdthve conformed to Finnish railway practice rather than
or unfranked -would be marked with an oval markeéhe Russian systent draw this conclusion based on
DOPLATIT (postage due) with double the deficiencgeveral items that werefefed in Kaj Hellmar€February
handwritten in. RPO postage-due cachets are relativeB003 auction and other similar items that are are known.
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These are covers registered on the Helsingfors B St.hope this at least opens up a fascinating and interesting
Petersbuy railway. The first, lot 1725, addressed in Stsubject to our fellow collectors.

Petersbuy, to Hyvinge bears a pair of the Russian 7 kopekWith greetings and best wishes to fellow collectors,
stamps of 1902-1905 issues - 7 kopek postage + 7 kopekl a hearty round of applause to the Editor and staf
registry fee.The cds is a bi-lingual type of theFP for continually bringing us an excellent publication.
Helsingfors-St Petersbgrrailway, day-journey and N

bearing a very findype 1 registration label H:fors-P:lgur EDITOROS RESEARCH

(see Figure 1)The second covelot 1726, bears three 7 With LeonardTann® warm accolades to spike our
kopek stamps of the later 1909 issue B 7 kopeks x 2 ifuterest, we have researched these questions on the
postage, presumably it was a heavier letter requiring tHelsinki-SPB railway registration marks and our
second weight postage, plus 7 kopeks registration feeoltservations are noted below:

has the same bi-lingual cds, this time with a Oblack dot@) Our research has uncovered four basic types of
for the night train, and a very firg/pe 3 (see Figure 3) registration labels used on the Helsinki-SPB railvilayo
registration label - this time bi-lingual Finnish/Swedishpther type registrations labels are known, but neither was
Helsinki-Pietari / H.fors-Burg. (The covers shown in offered in this last Hellman sal&he Type 2 (see Figure
Figures 1 and 3 are not the covers from the auction, )tlabel is similar toType 1 except that the letters are

display the identical registration labels.) taller and inType 4, the bilingual Finnish/Swedish label
We can shows the
establish new name
therefore that the OPetrogradO
Helsingfors-St for St.
Petersbug line Petersbug
(Helsinki-SPB) (Figure 4).
was different Apparently
from the rest of for each label
Russia in that type, a label

registration labels
were in use on
this traveling
mailcar, rather
than the

was printed
for the night
train and
another for
the day train.

manuscript note The
or the later lettersY =YS§
handstamp in use andN = Natt
in Russia. | = Night train
assume that there The
was a ledger/ letterD = Dag
register kept on = Day train
the RTPO for a The first
record of label was put

registered mail.  Figure 2. The Jpe 2 egistry label has taller letters. The lettdrstands for into use in the

Having ofered ONattO = Night (train). The black dot O¥O in the H.ForsBstdPcds also mid-1890s,
readers all | can, stands for the night train. fem St. Petersbygr 12. 1I. 03, to Hyvinge, put we have
| pose the backstamped, HyvinkSS, 13. 1l. 03. not been able

following questions for other specialists to answer: to establish an approximate date or authentisatE KU.

A) Regarding these 2 types of registration labels, welP@ssibly a reader canfef some additional information.
they concurrent, or did the other follow one type earliet®is not likely that more than one type of label was in use
Are there any other types? at the same time.

B) Did registered mail have to be handed to the B &C) According to llkkaTeerijoki, there were times
post-clerk at the platform or station? Or was there acceglsen passengers could access the mailparchase

to the mailcars from the train? stamps and write letters at one of the desks. Howeasger
C) Did the mailcars sell stamps or did mail have to libe volume of mail increased, it became impracticable
correctly franked, as in Russia? for the postal clerks to sort and cancel mail and provide

D) Can we see more examples from other collectors@tounterO services to passengers. Eventpasigengers
registered mail from the Helsingfors-St Peterghbumwere barred from entering the mailcars.
Railway or other railway lines in Finland in the Imperial In any event, properly franked mail with the words
Era. ORek.0 ORekomenderasO, OZakaznoyeO or the Finnish
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word OKirjoihinO written on the front were
to be treated as registered mail, to which
the mailcar postal clerk applied the
appropriate (day or night) registration
label. Along the Helsingfors-SPB route,
the railway station managers also served
as postal clerks, who sold stamps and
cancelled mail with straight line
handstamps (se€FP, November 2002).
Further research is required to confirm if
these part time station managers/postal
clerks accepted OregisteredO mail, i.e.,
affixed registration labels and entered the
letter in some kind of account or ledger
book.

D) See Figures 1-4 for all known
Helsinki-SPB registration label types.

The Helsinki-SPB railroad was built,
owned and operated by the government of

Finland.The mailcars that ran on this route_. . - - .
were provided by the Finnish PostaeEgure 3. The §pe 3 egistry labels wer bilingual Finnish and Swedish.

innish text: Helsinki-Pietari YSwedish text: H:fors-P:bgrN. The

Administration (FR) under various |oyersy (= Y&) andN (= Natt) designate the night train. SPB, 16. VI.
contracts with the railroad’he FRA hired 10, to Hyvinge.

all the postal employees, established the
work rules and set regulations for the class
of services offered on the Helsingfors-SPB
line, which is not to say that the Finnish
Postmaster General anthe Russian
Governor General of Finland were not
continuously embroiled in one or another
dispute about ORussifyingO the Finnish
post, but that is a story for another time.

Figure 4 Right. The yipe 4 label shows
the name changedm St. Petersbhgrto
Petrograd. The egistration fee was
increased to 10 kopeks on October 4,
1914. On this caf the equest foregistry
service was written as ORekomenderasO.
From Petograd, 14. V16, to *bo, 15. V

16 passed by censor aneleased for
delivery on 16. V16.

Message, Continueddm Page 1. outstanding collection of the classic postal cards has

TFR there is a great expanse of 20th century materi#fered to advise us on a variety of philatelic questions
that is not addressed.O In order to better serve the modeydh help us with the translation of technical philatelic
period, | invite our readers to submit articles oterms into modern philatelic English that we are all more
recommend articles from the Finnish journals that we céamiliar with.
translate and publish in the newslettdan® new series  SheldonTobin is a retired professor at the SUNY
on modern Finnish first day covers, which begins withlbany Graduate School Of Social Scienc&khough
this issue, is a welcome addition that expands o8helly is not a philatelist, he has written a number of
coverage into the modern period. | hope you will enjdyooks and for many years edited a professional social
this new feature. psychology journal. Shelly will serve as the rewrite and
The COLOPEX jury made other recommendationsopy editor| am delighted to have the guidance of Kauko
concerning editing and the quality of the illustratiohnso and Shelly and | am sure th&EP will ememge a better
new Associate Editors, Kaukédro and Sheldorfobin, publication for their contributions.
Ph.D., have joined the editorial staf TFP. KaukoAro, We are also trying to improve the quality of the

who is well known to many newsletter readers for his Message, Continued on page. 15
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1918Vaasa Stamps withT'he Tri-Lingual Russian Cancellers

by YrjS Tielinen, from Philatelia Fennica,10/1973
translated by Carita Parker

In the 3/195%uomen PostimerkkilehtE Finland® prohibited their use on mail addressed to abroad. But due
stamp magazine), E.A. Hellman introduced the result tf another shortage of Saarinen stamps, the sale and
his research: ORussian-type circular date stamps (cdsyemeral use of th¥aasa emissions was again allowed
Saarinen and 1918aasa StampsO. | too have bedreginning onAugust 31, 1918. (Edit@ Note: Because
collecting thevaasa and Saarinen material since the 1930 post ofice circular was not distributed until
and lalso noted the scarcity ¥hasa stamps with RussiarNovemeber 8, th¥aasa stamps were very rarely used
cds. | reported this observation in 4/196domen from the end of June until the second week of Noverhber
Postimerkkilehti.Now I think it is time to try to figure = Because of the brief 2-5 year period of use most of the
out the situation especially when it has been reported tNatasa stamps actually remained unugesinall number
the quantity of used 1918-28asa stamps is very smallof stamps were used during théar of Independence
compared to the mint stamps which remain readi(f¥arch-May 1918) with the Russian type cancellers on
available. which the town names were written in the Cyrillic or

During the early stages of thear of Independence, aRussian textAs soon as th&hite Government gained
shortage of Saarinen stamps quickly developed in arg¢ls military advantage, they initiated steps to remove the
under the control of thé/aasa Senate (WhiteCyrillic text from the Russian type cancellers in the towns
Government)The Saarinen type lion stamps were printetthen under their controlAfter taking control of Helsinki
and warehoused in Helsinki, which was then under tivre May, the postal administration sent a directive to all
control of the Red Guards. Re-supplying posicek in post ofices to return their cancellers to the centrdioaf
White Finland, north of the frontline, was not possibldor the removal of the Russian text. In Judy second
When the shortage threatened normal postal operatiostspngly worded directive was delivered to recalcitrant
the Vaasa Senate, on February 18, 1918, ordered theal postmasters to remove the Cyrillic text or face

printing of a series of
postage stamps
intended for inland
use. Of the new
Vaasa stamps, the 5,
10, 30, 70 penni and
the 1 Fmk values
were issued in
March. In earhApril
the 5 Fmk value was
issued and due to a
rate increase a 40
penni value was also
issued in lateApril.
The last in the series,
the 50 penni stamp,
was issued in May
Initially, the
stamps were, quite
correctly considered

serious penalties.
Most of the used
Vaasa stamps have
been cancelled with
re-made cancellers,
with the Cyrillic text
removed. Most
Vaasa stamps were
cancelled after June
1918.The 5, 10, &
50 pennivalues were
withdrawn on May
31, 1920; the other
values and postal
cards were with-
drawn onApril 30,
1923. At least in
Vaasa, the Republic
of Finland® newly
designed cancellers

only  temporary Figure 1. This egisteed \Aasa cover is the EKU of tha&sa stamps With double

wartime stamps, struck with a Mariehamn cds with the Russian text. It may well be prgsthorns and

especially when after earliest known usage of anpadsa stamps in the ¢land Islands. Thewithout the Russian

the Civil War, the cover is also important because it is only one oé¢hknown &asa text were in use from

Senate on June 14,franked covers struck with thé C war censorship stamp used by th@larch of 1918.

1918 (again meeting White Government on maildm Mariehamn to alwad.Accowing to The \aasastamps

in Helsinki) theHandbook on an_|sh Postmarks, I¥is Mariehamn cdsetained 4,¢ |isted as having

prohibited the sale of the Russian text until Septem_ber 20, 1918. dhveee three _other been cancelled in

the Vaasa stamps atMarlghamn cdsin use at that time qnd _the fiestorded use with the 175 different post
. Russian textemoved is July 16, which is a rather late date. . .

post ofices and also office  locations
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first Vaasa stamps until May 31,
1918. Howeverthe earliest Helsinki
use is 20V. 18 (May 20).As seen
from post ofice location and
reference listings, the main period of
use for the Russian text on tWlaasa
stamps happened between March
and June 1918, duringhe War of
Independence. Thereforetamps
cancelled with the Russian
cancellers with the Russian text must
be considered actual wartime
cancellations without which a
collection of Vaasa stamps is
incomplete

In many of the locations, so far
regrettably only one use is known.
Hamina, Hanko, HSmeenlinna,

Figure 2.According to Gonroos, Helsinki did notaceive a shipment ofwsa Kotka, Lahti, Turku, andWyborg
stamps until May 31, although a few earlier cancellations lamown with evidently did not have time enough
the Russian text, which wasmoved fom most Helsinki cds prior theto. to get any of th&aasa stamps before
This post cad was mailed at ¥éa, 1. V18, and fontstamped , 7..\M18. the Russian text was removed from
Collection of Roger Quinby their postal cancellers, since no uses
have been found.
where the Cyrillic or Russian text remained on the canceller The following table indicates the time of use for each
Except for a couple of apparently erroneous markingglue, as well as the quantity figured in percentages of
usages are all from 1918. In March of 1918, the followinghown usesThe most common is the 10 penni stamp
towns, for instance, received tWaasa stamps: Pietarsaariconsisting of 60% of the total quantity of these staamps
March 28 to May 30; Raahe, March 21 Ag@ril; Oulu, with Russian text in the cd¥he least common is the
March 3 toApril 1; JyvSskylS, March 22 to June 13; Kuopid&g0 penni denomination, which did not appear until May
March 21 to June1t and lisalmi, March 23 to May 24.8 as the new postal rate for a registered letter (40 + 50
Nikolainkaupunki (\aasa) received th¢aasa as early aspenni) required the new value.
March 1. Howeverthe seven Nikolainkaupunki cancellers The dates of use of the &kfent values and the
guantities marked in percentages of known specimens:

5 pen Mar. 14 to Oct. 04 19%
10 pen Mar. 05 to NovOl 60%
30 pen Mar. 19 to Dec.04 11%
40 pen May 03 to Jun.ll 02%
50 pen May 11 005%
70 pen Mar. 22 to Jun.10 015%

1 mk Apr. 13 to Sep.21 05%

5 mk Apr. 04 to Jun. 10 01%

Some of the post &ite locations were satisfied to
remove only part of the Cyrillic text such as
Figures 3 & 4. Thee are only thee or four 70 penni  Korkeakoski did by June 30, 191%/hereas, Isotalo
stamps known struck with thg Rus_sian type cds withgvered up the Russian text.
Russian text. On the left, Kakisalmi, 17.18 and on | hope that the above research even if somewhat
the right, Oravais, 21.\A8. Both ae discovery items, ;.o mpjete will inspire and aid the collector to inspect
from the collection of Roger Quinby and analyze his/h&faasa stamps and thus increase the
with Cyrillic text were apparently removed from useollection standard and value of interest.
between February and June and none are known used to
obliterateVaasa franked mail. See additional comments, page 10.
As the frontline advanced towards the south, the area of
Vaasa stamp use likewise expanded.
According to S. Gr8nroos, Helsinki did not receive its
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TOWN EKU KUIVANIEMI 14.05. 18 POMARKKU 04. 10. 18
ALBERGA 04._ .18 KUOPIO 21. 03. 18 RAAHE 21. 03. 18
ALAVIESKA 21.08. 18 KUOREHVESI 11. 05. 18 RAUDASKYLE 25.05. 18
ALAVUS k.k. _._ .18 KURIKKA 27.04. 18 RAUTAVAARA 30. 04. 18
ASKOLA 17.06. 18 KURKIJOKI 27.05. 18 REPLOT _ .06.18
AUTTOINEN 13. 06. 18 KYR...SKSOSKI 06. 05. 18 ROMPRALA 09. 04. 18
BERGO 08. 06. 18 KEKISALMI 23. 05. 18 ROVANIEMI 19. 04. 18
ENONTERI... 28.05. 18 LAIHIA 06. 06. 18 RUHTINANSALMI __. 06. 18
EURAJOKI 21.05. 18 LAITIALA _ .05.18 RUNNI 16. 05. 18
EVIJERVI 19. 03. 18 LAPPEENRANTA _ . _ .18 RUOKOLAHTI _ .06.18
HAAPAKOSKI 02. 05. 18 LAPUA 08. 06. 18 REISELE 03. 05. 18
HAAPAVESI 16. 03. 18 LAUTTAKYL€ 22.05. 18 REEKKYLE 31. 03. 18
HAKOJ€RVI 08. 05. 18 LENTIIRA _ .08.18
HALUNA 17.05. 18 LIEKSA _ .03.18 SAARELA 11. 05. 18
HAUKIPUDAS 10. 05. 18 LIMINKA 04. 06. 18 SAARJJIAR/I 09. 04. 18
HEINOLA k.k. 20. 09. 18 LIPERI 01. 04. 18 SAVONLINNA 16. 03. 18
HELSINKI 20. 05. 18 LUHANKA 31. 05. 18 SAVONLINNA As. 18. 03. 18
HIRSILE . 06. 18 LESKELE 26. 05. 18 SEIN€JOKI 07.03. 18
HUUTOKOSKI 30. 04. 18 SIEVI 21.05. 18
HYRYNSALMI 22.05. 18 MAAKESKI 06. 06. 18 SIILINJERVI 07.10. 18
HERME 17.05. 18 MAANINKA _ .03.18 SIIKAJOKI _ .04.18
[ISALMI 23.03. 18 MALISKYL€E 22.04. 18 SIMPELE 29. 05. 18
IKAALINEN 10. _ .18 MARIEHAMN 21. 05. 18 SIURO 30. 04. 18
ILMAJOKI _ ._ .18 MARTONVAARA 04.12.18 SOINI 03. 07. 18
ISOTALO _ .06.18 MIESLAHTI 01. 04. 18 SORSAKOSKI 29.05. 18

MUHOS 07. 04. 18 SORTANLAHTI 28. 06. 18
JOENSUUAS. 02. 05. 18 MUONIO 17. .18 SUONNEJOKI 11. 04. 18
JOROINEN _ .03.18 MUROLE 03. 05. 18 SUISTAMO _ ._ .18
JOUTSENO 07. 06. 18 MYLL YME€KI 13.04. 18 SUOMUSSALMI 09. 04. 18
JUANKOSKI 03. 06. 18 MENTTE 09. 05. 18 SUOPEIOO 17.04. 18
JYVESKYLE 22.03. 18 MANTYHARJU 04. 05. 18 SUOVANLAHTI 05. 04. 18
JEMSE 27.__ .18 NIKOLAIN- SYSME€ 25.05. 18
JEMSENKOSKI _ .05.18 KAUPUNKI 02. 03. 18
JENISKOSKI 29. 05. 18 NIVALA 08. 03. 18 TAIEVALKOSKI  10. 06. 18
JEPPILE 04. 07. 18 TAMPERE 02. 05. 18
KAAVI _ ._ .18 ORAVAIS 06. 06. 18 TEISKO 03. 07. 18
KAIVANTO 22. _ .18 ORISMALA 11. 06. 18 TERVONSALMI  06. 04. 18
KALAJOKI 16. 04. 18 OTAVA 27.04. 18 TEUVA 27.05. 18
KANGASALA 03. 06. 18 OuLU 06. 03. 18 TOHMAJERVI 02. 04. 18
KANKAANP€€ 17. 06. 18 OULU As. 20. 04. 18 TOHOLAMPI 20. 06. 18
KARLEBY 12. 03. 18 TOIVALA 22.05. 18
KARSTULA 03. 05. 18 PALOKKI 25.05. 18 TUIRA 09. 03. 18
KASKINEN _ .05.18 PARANTALA 06. 07. 18 TUORILA _ ._ .18
KAUKOLA 01.07. 18 PARIKKALA 09. 05. 18 TUOVILANLAHTI __ . 03.18
KAUVATSA 02. 05. 18 PARKKIMA 29. 05. 18
KEMI 26. 03. 18 PARKUMEKI 27.05. 18 UUSIKAUPUNKI 04.04. 18
KEMPELE 29.05. 18 PET€JEVESI 21.05. 18
KOLHO _ ._ .18 PIELAVESI 16. 03. 18 VALKJERVI 03. 07. 18
KOKKOLA PIETARSAARI 28. 03. 18 WASKLOT 07.05. 18
KORKEAKOSKI  23. 05. 18 PITKELAHTI 21.05. 18 WESANKA 04._ .18
KORSNE€S 12. 05. 18 PORI 10. 05. 18 VIEREM€JERVI 07.11. 18
KOTALAHTI 22.05. 18 PUNKAHARJU 23.07.18 WILPPULA 16. 06. 18
KOUVOLA _ .05.18 PURMO 08. 06. 18 WIRRAT 01. 04. 18
KRISTIINA 18. 04. 18 PYH€JOKI 21.05. 18 VOJAKKALA 01. 06. 18
KRISTIINAN- PYHEJERVIO.L. _ .04.18 WOLTTI 21.05. 18
KAUPUNKI 14. 05. 18 PYHEURANTA 04. 06. 18 VEERINMAJA 05. 06. 18

KRONOBY 28. 03. 18 PYLK...NM€KI .05.18 W...RA 13. 04. 18
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YLISTARO __.06.18
YLIVIESKA 18. 04. 18
*GGELBY _ .07.18
€ENEKOSKI 11. 04. 18
Pvagn No.5 09. 04. 18
Pvagn No.6 05. 05. 18
K.P.XP. No.5 02. 05.18
K.P.XP. No. 6 11. 04. 18
K.P.XP. No. 8 20. 03. 18
K.P.XP. No. 9 27.03.18
K.P.XP. No.10 27.04. 18
NEW FINDS Figure 5. This is the onlyecoded example of the Lohja cds with Cyrillic
text used to obiterate aadsa stamp. Unusual early combination
TOWN EKU Saarinen and &asa franking.
HELSINKI 20. 05. 18
Arrival cds 01. 05. 18
KAKISALMI 17. 05. 18
KORKEAKOSKI 23. 05.18
New EKU 06. 05.18
LOHJA 04. 05. 18
MARIEHAMN 21. 05. 18
New EKU 14. 05. 18
ORAVAIS 21. 05. 18
RUUKKI 08. 04. 18
REFSO 04. 06. 18
TAMPERE 02. 05.18
New EKU 23.04. 18
TIKKALA 04. 04. 18
K.P.XP. No. 6 11. 04. 18
New EKU 28. 03. 18

Figure 6, right. 10 pennidasa on printed
matter envelope, Ruukki cds with Cyrillic
text, only ecorded example. Figaes 5 &
6, Collection of Roger Quinby

Editor @ Comments OnVaasa Cancels known date of use with the Cyrillic text and the first day
of use without the Russian text. Sometimes there is a

Several months ago | came across this article, whisipread of just a few days and then there are cancellers
| had misplaced years ago with othéaasa articles, with a spread of several months to about a.yead there
papers, and old exhibition pagdhen | had to retrieve are some dates that do not totally coincide with the dates
the Vaasa exhibit from the vault to reuse the plastiést compiled byTielinen (see page 9).
sleeves for another exhibit and | decided to check my The possibilities for new discoveries is self-evident;
Vaasa collection for cancelled stamps and covers faflditional new towns and EKUs will be found. More
unreported towns with the Cyrillic text on the Russiadifficult but more intriguing will be new finds among the
type canceller and undiscovered EKU as well. higher valued/aasa stamp3.he 50 penni with the Cyrillic

| was delighted, but not surprised, to find eight towntext would be a dear find, maybe 2 or 3 are knolire 70
with new town cancellations in my exhibition collectionpenni and 5 Fmk stamps, especially on cowauld be
listed by Tielinen. | also found several EKUs, whichgreat treasures for these fabluous and unheralded issues.
are also listed abovelhe Handbook of Finnish We always welcome new finds from our readers.
Postmarks, 1Y The Russianype Cancellationdists

i Roger Quinby
every Russian type town canceller and shows the last
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Tampere Local Mail

by Pauli Koskela, translated by Carita Parker

Page 11

from Filatelisti, 9/02

Editor©ONote: This is the first installment of a four
part series oniffandOpriate mail that includes the
Tampee and Helsinki city post adlvas boat mail.
The illustrations arfom the Jacols Sundman
collection oniRlandOpriate mail that hasaeied
large old medals in international shows. diacob
Sundman edited the origimahiBh text. Sheldoobin
edited the text for TFP

The world® first postage stamp appeared in Great Figure 1.
Britain in 1840.The first Finnish stamp was issued on
March 1, 1856 Although, prior to that in early 1845
Finland was the second country in the world to issue
stationery entires, (i.e., envelopes printed with a value
stamp reminiscent of a postage stamp).

Presumably to some, an even more interesting matter
is the issuance in 1866 of Finlasdihly semi-dficial
local postage stamp ifampere.The 12 penni postage
(in Swedish) Gadmmerfors LokalpostO was not issued by
the government, but by the th€&ampere Postmaster Otto
Reinhold Reuter

As | have studied various historical publications,
archival information, and other sources, | have noticed
that data on this stamp and on ffempere local mail,

Figure 3.

Figure 2.

Figure 1, top left. The first
Tamper city post stamp
issued by postmaster Reuter
(1866-1867). Figue 2,
above and Figue 3, left
were issued by postmaster
Forsstrdm (1868- 1881).
The Figue 2 stamp is bm
the 1868 second printing
and Figure 3 shows an
emission fom the last
printing.

actually rural and territorial mail, is rather scant a”ﬁigure 4. Pat of the eissued Ampee city postage stamp

conflicting, and to a laye extent based on assumptiongheet. The sheet with the lighegn/blue stamps consists
of 30 specimens; Helsingfors FrimarkssareldSrening
collection (HFF = Helsinki Stamp Club).
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and various theories. For
instance, it is mentioned
in the History of
Finland® Postthat the
private Helsinki city
mail began operations on
March 1, 1866 by the
Helsinki pharmacists.
However this history
does not mention the
Tampere local mail
service.

Some well known
philatelists have tried to

Page 12

Aminoff, Provost
Durchman and Mr
Kepplerus; inVirrat:
Pastor TS&rnqvistand
Forester Stjernvall; in
Orivesi: Micar Kajanus
and Forester Cajanus.
The private letters
carried in the satchels
were surchayed a special
3 kopek handling fee
(where the monetary
exchange = 12 penni).
According to the rules,

clarify the background the postmasters were
of the local posts, among permitted to keep the

them Helsinki Lt. Col. . . . money generated from
Jarl Figure 5. Cancellations ém the first emission. Bm the this fee as a second

_Pettersson who j500pus Sundman collection. On uppewrleft, one ring income. Each letter had
published his research Tammerfors cds, 2.8.1866; center the only known first dal ‘
on this matter in 1953 cds, 1.7.1866 and on the right, 23.1.1867. On lovesy, r [© D€ marked separately
and Tampere©Paavo left and centempencil cancellations andon the right, FR.KO.,in & ledger and on the

Korhonen, who cancelled with the OpaidO mark. letter  cover the
meritoriously explained postmaster noted in ink
the finer points of these stamps. that the proper fee had been pditlese letters could also
be sent on credit if there was a previous agreement with
BACKGROUND the local postmaste©Of this, too, the postmaster kept an

account or ledger that allowed Othe right to ghaa

The state run postal network was still very Sparsermasonable compensationT@ese accounts were settled
the 1860sTampere had the only postfick in the entire On a quarterly basis.
vast territory stretching between HSmeenlinna,All this must have been very slow and tedious and so
LauttakylS Alavus, and JyvSskyl®nd only six weekly it is no surprise that there was manifest dissatisfaction
state postal runs were operated from Tampere dice; With the post dice. Rural mail users were especially
three of them to HSmeenlinna, one via Lauttakyl$ to Périistrated with the mail service; it was slow and
and two to the Ostrobothnia province - one via lkaaliné%pensive, and the complicated and strange nature of
and the other vialavus. operations drew widespread criticism. In newspaper

In addition, letter correspondence of people living gplumns there was strong criticism about postal rates for
rural areas was made somewhat easier in that regii@wspapers and other cultural publications even from
private mail was allowed in areas surrounding the pddfmous personalities such as JShellman.All the
offices. This private mail could be sent with Crown anfiomplaints in the press must certainly have gotten on the
official district mail as well as in a single satchel providgterves of the more ambitious and status conscious
by wealthy patrons, although the transport of theB@stmasters, one of which no doubt was the fizenpere
satchels along the postal route had to be paid for by privia@tmaster Otto Reuter (born September 21, 1816, and
individuals. named postmaster on July 24, 1862).

A single satchel could be taken to an inn or to some
other pre-designated house along the postal route. From MORE CORRECTY - TERRITORIAL MAIL
there the satchel had to be taken to the postman who was
not allowed to leave his buggyikewise on delivering  Otto Reuter was an ergstic and up to date postmaster
mail, someone from the post house (pre-designated Yo favored postal reganization and improvments.
or house) had to come fetch the satchel.example of Reutefs aim was to make easier the mail delivery and
those using such private bags in thempere postal the debiting and crediting of accounts in the vast territory
territory in 1866 were: In the Kangasala area: ProvdB@t he had been entrusted with, and so he created the
Wegelius and merchant Sevon;Akaa: Provost Hilden; Tampere local post with its own distinctive 12 penni local
in Pirkkala: Mr Spare; in Karkku: Nobleman Mellin andPostage stamplhe stamp was used from July 1, 1866
chief accountant Lagerblad; Tyrvth: Provost Lilius; in and it was valid franking on letters which originated in
Mouhijrvi: Provost Mellbeg; in H"meenkyr$: Provost the district and carried in a single satchel to destinations
Forsman and MrStenhagen (with a Masters degree) atdthin theTampere post éite district. The stamps were
Alander chief of the constabulary; in Ruovesi:.Mpot allowed on mail to any other district.
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The following
notice about the
matter was
published in a
Tampere
newspaper on
Jun. 1, 1866:

OThe post
office informs
that it has made
12 penni postage
stamps available
to those who have

Page 13

The installation
of Tamperegfirst
mailboxes was a
notable event and
considered a
significant
improvement for
handling outgoing
mail, but it also
created
considerable
criticism and
perhaps a the first

letters to send first recorded
from here Figure 6. No whole items arknown of theampee city post stamp#t language dispute
(Tampere) to this late date it is unlikely that a complete cover will be found. Shows noted in the
nearby rural above is part of the Igest known postal item - a letter - with a Reutegditorial in the
areas. Letter mail (1866-67) issued 12 penni stamp cancelled with the FR.KO. mark. T3 m pereen
franked  with Sanomat
these stamps is allowed to be deposited at the pids¢ of newspaper on July 10, 1866: Olndeed, mailboxes as we
or in the town®mailboxes that soon will be installed. had previously suggested were put in two places, but it
The mail will then be postally delivered to the followingis also desirable that the text (on the boxes) be in Finnish
places: Akaa, ErSjSrwi, HSmeenkyr$, Kaiwola, and notin Swedish, since Finnish is spoken in our district
Kangasala, Karkku, Keuru, Kiikka, Kiikois, Kuhmalahti, and everyone understands it, whereas Swedish is
KylmSkoski, LempSSIS, MessukylS, MouhijSrvi, Oriwesinastered only by a smaller segment of the tevnO
Pirkkala, PSIkSne, Ruowesi, Sahalahti, Suodenniengpppulation. Likewise for the benefit of the public there
Suoniemi, SSSksmSKigisko, TottijSrwi, TyrwSS, should be posted on the boxes the days/hours when
Wesilahti,Wirtaa, YI5jSrwi and €htSri.O emptied, in our opinion as follow$he mailbox emptied
Evident from this list is the vast operating area of the@n: Sundays at 5 p.nmlTuesdays at 1 p.mWednesdays

thenTampere post éice,
and interestingly this
territory encompassed
just about the present day
Pirkanmaa area.

At about the same time
as this semi-dicial local
post became operational,
postmaster Reuter had
for the OconvenienceO of
the populace
(approximately 6,000)
two mailboxes installed
in the city for outgoing
letter mail. One was put
up next to the Helin
bakery shop on
Kuninkaankatu 25, and
the other near merchant

at 12 noonThursdays at 4
p.m.; Saturdays atlla.m.O
The local postage stamp
appeared in 1866 and was
taken into use on July 1.
The stamps were
lithographed, but the
printing place is unknown.
Perhaps it was done
domestically although the
possibility that the printing
took place abroad cannot
be excluded. It is also not
known with certainty
whether the postmaster
himself or the state
financed the printinglhis
matter has not been
ascertained especially

Figure 7. Cancellations &rm postmaster Forssim®

(1868-1881) 1868 emissions. Uppewrleft, aBmmerfors when archival material that

Lilia& shop on LSnsikatu

(pfe_s_ent day 2-ring cds, center on stamgverse ammerfors 2-ring might have shed some Iight

NSsilinnankatu 13). cds, 16.7.1871 and rightNK arrival mark. Bottomow ~ Was sent to the paper mill
A year earlier the shows pencil cancellations. (for recycling?) apparently

postmaster had employed by an overly enggetic

an assistant postman who would carry a pole on hismployee at th&ampere post dice in 1918.

shoulder and on a daily basis change the mailboxes byFurthermore, the local postage stamp is imperforate.
taking the filled box (to be emptied and processed at thEhere were three actual printings each depicting the
post ofice) and leaving an empty box. Tampere emblemThe first printing, (i.e., the one
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postmaster Reuter had
printed), has green as its
main color and blue in the
cross beam depicting the
Tammerkoski river with

the text 012 PenniThat

the stamp has a text in
Swedish that reads,
OBmmerfors LokalpostO
(= Tampere Local Post) is
somewhat surprising, but
it must be remembered
that at that time Swedish
was the dficial language

and almost all of the
holders of single satchels
had Swedish as their
mother language. It may

Figure 8. Postmaster ForsstrSm (1868-1881) secon
) Y issue 1875 stamp marks. Uppemr 2 ring Bmmerfors,
be mentioned, too, thatin center and right FR.KO.-marks. Bottorow left pencil
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from the sale of stamps
was lowered to 2%, the 12
penni fee pocketed from
the giving of a registered
letter receipt was
eliminated and the 1 penni
newspaper registration fee
they received per issue
was reduced to 4/5 of a
penni.

Most of the postmasters
realized they had thus lost
a substantial amount of
their second income and
naturally griped about it.
So, too, did theTampere

@ost ofice managerG.A.

orsstrSm, complain and
sent a request to the Senate

the later half of the 19th mark, center egisteed item REKOMD-mark (possibly on October 27, 1882

Century the Helsinki city bogus) and righANK-arrival mark.

post stamps were printed

with text in both Finnish and Swedish.

suggesting a personal
annual salary increase of

Fmk 160.To the application ForsstrSm attached a special

Postmaster Otto Reuter died infiof on September list where he itemized each loss of inconfais list is
21, 1867 on his 51st birthdaMis successor was Gustawuite interesting indicating for instance that the income
Adolf ForsstrSm (born November 1, 1819) who waBom letters @ 12 penni each from the towns and rural
named to the position on October 29, 1867 and stayedaimeas carried in the single satchels averaged Fmk 225/
this position for 26 years, or until 1893. Postmastannually and that the losses combined amounted to 1,597
Forsstrdm continued on like his predecessor and had mbrek.And since postmaster Forsstr@mnéal income for
local stamps printed in 1872/73 and 187Be main colors that year had been Fmk 7,825 the loss equaled 20.4%.
were still initially green/blue, but in the 1875 stampd,he accuracy of these figures was verified on December
ForsstrSm apparently wanted some change and uskdl882 by GAndersin and O.FForsell of the postal
orange-red and greemhat same year the type and coloadministration.
of government-printed stamps changed, which also mayBased on the above information an estimation was
have influenced Forsstrdm to make a Ocolor change.@ade of theTampere local postage stamp quantigrl
Pettersson concluded that Reuter had a total of 9,100
GOVERNMENTOS NEVRATES PUT specimens printed and Forsstrsi 900, totaling 21,000.
AN END TO LOCAL STAMPS Tampere©Paavo Korhonen instead bases his estimate on
the still existing stamps he knows about and other facts
The local postage stamps were in use for some 15 yeadicating that all printings were pretty nearly of equal
between 1866 and 1881. On July 1, 1881 the Imperraimbers each totaling 6,000 stamp#ws, the total
Majesty® postal order for Finland tookfett, which quantity would have been about 18,000 specimens of
caused substantial changes in the regulations for postaich most likely 3,000 were postally used.
items and rates, and established a new rule concerning
post ofice manager salaries. THE STAMPS WERE OF INTERESTTO
The new postal regulation stipulated that henceforth CONTEMPORAR/ COLLECTORS
all postal payments were to be made by using postage
stamps. For the first time the so-called single letters andDuring Forsstrdmtenure the local stamps were of
local letters were introduced and carried moriaterest to philatelists, especially abroAgparently the
inexpensively(i.e., for only a 10 penni rate)his meant first publication issued abroad that includes the
that postal managers no longer were able to pocket d@&@mmerfors LokalpostO stamps is the research work on
12 penni (in 1985 currency about Fmk 1,60) fee for thennish postal stamps Bfienna dentist Ludwig Heksch,
handling of private letters and this eventually led to thentitled Die Postwerthzeiten des @ssherzogthums
discontinuance of the local delivery services and postagi@nland published in 1881.
stamps. Postmaster ForsstrSm aware of the income generated
The income for the postmasters decreased in any cdsethe stamps would still after the discontinuation of the
because the 5% commission they previously had receiviemmpere semi-édicial local post make three only slightly
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to his daughtempost expeditor Emilia Jemina Forsstrsm,
philatelists abroad did order the stamps, which her father
then sent to England amdnerica.

Today the local postage stamps are a philatelic rarity
but luckily a total estimate of some 1,000 examples
remain in various collections. It may be mentioned that
on July 1, 1966 on the centennial of freempere local
postage issue the well-knowrampere philatelist,
pharmacist Per-Johan Hannelius, presented the city of
Tampere with a valuable collection containing 169
specimens of the stamps.

Presumably to this day no positively genuine postally

Figure 9. Philatelic cancelationAMMERFORS used item with these stamps on cover has been seen. Such
FINLAND 17.1V93 on Bmpee city post a stamp on cover would be very valuable, so much so
reprinted stamp. Theammerfors post and that it would be worthwhile to carefully check the attics
stamp usage ended in 1881. of old houses located in the particular area surrounding

Tampere where this local postage was used.

altered reprints of the stampihe general assumption is
that the reprints were issued in 1881, but according to SOURCE REFERENCES
Pettersson and Korhonen much later than that. In
Korhonen®opinion perhaps between 1884-188ad this Sanomia ampeeeltaandTampeeen Sanomat 1866
might very well be so, because the Senate did not deawspapersSuomen PostimerkkilertR0/, OctobeB1,
with the earlier mentioned Forsstrdm salary rais€923, stamp collectd® journal: Finland Ill, Die
application until January 15, 188A. petition to the Briefmarken der ammerforser Lokalpost= Tampere
GovernorGeneral is found in a ministerial undetdocal postage stamps)/fino Voionmaa:Tampeeen
secretariat of state@884 document indicating that theHistoria 1929-35(= Tampere history);Suomen
request was justified, and with the recommendation thRobstilaitoksen Historia Helsinki 1938 (= Finlang0
ForsstrSm receive a salary increase of 1,400 Fnpostal service history) ; Jarl Petterssétalvofficiell
annually The same document further indicates that tHekalpost fSr mmmerfors Postdistrikt 1.7.1866-
application, howevemwas rejected on grounds that in th&0.6.1881(= Semi-oficial local post for theTampere
1881 postal order Forsstrsm had been left with an optipostal district);HFF® Jubileumsskrift 1953=
for a second income, but had not exercised thGommemorative writing) ; Kall&/aarnas:Filatelian
prerogative. Taito 1969 (= Philatelic mastery); Paavo Korhonen:

Postmaster Forsstrdm sold the reprinted stamps @®ampereen paikallispostidalarua ja tottaO (FEampere
collectors apparently for quite a good price, but thesecal post - fact and fictionPhilatelia Fennica,7/1979.
stamps most likely were never postally us&édcording

Message, Continueddm Page 7. the February newsletteknother technical problem with
illustrations.We can no longer accept blurred or smudgethe printer in that the fonts in my postscript file were not
photocopies or low resolution downloaded Internet JPEgcepted by the print@software in the production stage
images. If the illustration cannot be scanned and printéice., after sign-dfand approval of the prooffhe setup
with reasonable clarity and definition, | will try to find aperson did not catch the problem and substitute
substitute or ask you to resubmit a better picture. compatible fonts.

In any evenfTFP computer system will be upgraded
The long planned series on the 1901-1916 so-calladd beginning with thaugust issue | will produce a PDF
Eagle stamp is on hold again. Cyril Schwenson ffle and OburnO a CD for the printer bypassing an
currently doing research on these issues and has suggestetmediate postscript file step, which | am told, is the
that some of the older articles, which | had planned tgigin of these occasional misaligned text files, dropped
reprint in TFR, may be outdated by new findingsfonts and annoying frustrations.

Inasmuch as we have a substantial backlog of material
we will defer on this series until we have a further The snow has finally melted hereAtbany, the trees
communication from Cyril. are bursting with fresh buds and five small red fox kits

have emgged from the den on the hill in back of our
Again, apologies for the dropped fonts (apostrophésuse...the renewal of life and nature is a wonderful
come to mind) and some Finnish-Swedish letters froannual festival. Have a great sumgasit a stamp show
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GoldenAge of Finnish Philately

The Crown Post - FeathellLetters
Text and lllustrations by Heikki Pahlman

The Crown Post - Feathern_etter - 1812

Figure 1. A crown post expss letter with thee feathers fyrm
S&derby to Haraldsby dated July 19, 1812. The letter was
delivered to Haraldsby on the same day
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The Crown Post - Feather_etter 1832

Figure 2.A crown post letter with one feathemin Korla to the JrvSnt$ Chapel
dated January 5, 1823.

Page 17
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The Crown Post - Feather_etter 1832

Figure 3. A crown post letter with two feathersofn LempSSIS toevilahti, OV3dige
prSsterskapetO =espected priesthood, dated Decemebr 24, 1832.
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The Crown Post - Feather_etter 1841

Figure 4.A crown post letter with two feathersofn Nykyrka to Laitila dated
Ocyober 16, 1841. The contents wevritten in Swedish, but the adds was
written in Finnish OLAITILAN KIRKKONO = to Laitila cholr. Often white and
black colors indicated the letter had to be carried day and night.
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The Crown Post - Feather_etter 1842

Figure 5.A crown post exgss letter with six feathersofn Kem$ (KimitS) to PerniSHaraldsby
Haraldsby (Bjerno) dated May 17, 1842. Extra marking, Oframskaffas @gonblick
fosummelseO = Omust be forded without twinkle neglectO (translation= without stopping for

sleep).
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Combined PostAnd The Crown Post - 1813 & 1821

Figure 6. Cetain letters wee caried by both the @wn and official posts on
different parts of theaute.A combined mail fsm \Aasa to Laukas and KuivasmSki.
The letter was first cared to Laukas post office tbugh official mail and the to
Kuivasmaki by the own post because theewas no post house in Kuivasmaki..
For the postman theris guidance character OKO = Kuivaskn The letter is dated
February 3, 1813.

Figure 7.A crown post letter im Sdermark to Gammelby datédigust

25, 1821. OAfkunnas uti Gammelby moder kyrka och EtersSndes med
p@eknad Bevis ofer afkunnadetO&te announced in Gammelby mother
church and to beeturned with signed pof of the announcement Guidance
character OGO = Gammelby
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Collecting Finnish Railway Post Offices

Cancellations - Somé\dditions
by Norman C. Franklin

The recent article by John MacDonnell on OCollecting the coach numbers, e.g. 1 and 2 initially used BR®R
Finnish Railway Post @itesO 1) in which he kindly coaches numbers were also used later as THRORoute
acknowledged my work published in Germany in 198%umbers (Helsinki to St. PetersigirRoute No. 1, and St.
and 1990 2) prompts me to react now (some 10 ye&rstersbuy to Helsinki, from October 1889 Route B No. 2
too late) to suggestions from US collector friends arabth from October 1, 1889); the flifences betweenT®RO
extract some of the information from this Germanoach number andT®O route number were in the past
publication of 1989 - 1990 and present it in English farot so apparent, (which is reflected in some inaccuracies
the benefit of US collectors. (See Edi®Note, page in earlier publications).

32) Appreciating this fact, it now becomes clear why the

In preparing my original article, (and later whemxcellent Finnish RPO classification byTielinen in
preparing my own collection for exhibition) | wasFinland in 1972 to 1974 6)7) is, in placesfutifilt to
fortunate enough to have access to the archives of botlderstand, (not only because it was solely written in
the Finnish Post éite and the Finnish Railways, and IFinnish) but also becausielinen had not known that
acknowledge with very grateful thanks the cooperatignitially the number in the cancellation (1870 to September
of the staf on duty there between 1989 and 1995. 1889) denoted a PO mail coach number whereas from

Perhaps the October 1889
key to onwards the
understanding number in the
the Finnish cancellation

railway post
offices system
was a Postal
Directive of
July 1889,
(Figure 1),
found in the
Finnish Post

Office
archives,
w h i c h
announced
that the
Railway TPO

denoted a
route
number This
is why the
number 17, -
initially used
on RTPO
coach No. 17
between
...stermyra -
(Seinajoki)
and UleCEbgr
(Oulu) - in
Tielinens

system would Figure 1. July 1889 postal déctive announcing thesorganization of the RPO classification
be reoganized numbering system. Hencefbr each oute with full postal setfices would be QdisappearsO
and two assigned two numbers, an even number on mail travelling to Helsinki and anjpdflggg and
numbers nNumber for mail moving awaydm Helsinki. The assignment of a number t0 f;qg not

would be designated mail cawhich had been in practice since 1870, was discontinued.oreappearo

given to each route on which Railwdyaveling Post until 1904 when No. 17 indicated th&@ RO route between
Offices with full postal services were operating (FinnisHelsinki and Salo. 8)
= Postivaunu), - an even number to identify mail moving Due to this change in the principle used to number the
towards Helsinki and an odd number to indicate mawilway TPOs, changes had to be made in the cancellations
moving from Helsinki. Before this Postal Directive caméor canceller circular date stamps = cds) used in these
into effect, the number seen in th& RO cancellation RTPOs.With the introduction of a route numbeat the
therefore was th& PO coach numbeKwhich on the end of the journey one of the cancellations needed would
route between Helsinki and St. Petergbwas No. 1 to be at one end of the route while at the other end of the
No. 5). route a second cds would be needed. Simply stated, when
As some previous authors such as Hellman awd day 1, say a Mondathe mail train left Helsingfors for
Itkonen 3), or Hillesum 4) as well as collectors such &. Petersbuy it would take a cds with it showing a No. 1.
Fraser 5) concentrated almost exclusively on ths the mail train to St. Peterslgutook over 13 hrs in 1889
Helsinki - St: Petersbgrrailway line, (in which some this No. | canceller would be in St. Petergpat 10.30
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pm, and thus not available for the mail train leavinigdicate the cancellation in use on sorting coach number
Helsingfors a day latesayTuesdayThus thisTuesday 2 inthe period 1870 to 1875, and PV 03.06 would indicate
mail train would need a second cds with a No. 1, whithe cancellation used on sorting coach number 6 from
the first mail train, returning from St. Peterspuwat 9.00 1875 until 1888. It is outside the framework of this article
am the following dayTuesdaywould carry (but not use) to list all these numbers, but this will be published later
cds No. 1, because on the return journey this mail vap the authar
should cancel mail with the No. 2, cds corresponding toPV 1 (JMD 1) from Coach No. 5 (PV 01.05) is almost
the St. Petersbgr- Helsingfors route number - 2. always found with station No. 35, and is rather very rare
It was for this reason that from October 1889 onwardsath any other station numberghis is because it was a
there areTWO cancellers (cds) each with the sam@reserve RPOO and spent most of its time between 1871
ROUTE number Being specific: cancellation No. 6and mid 1876 parked at Helsingfors station where mail
shown in John MacDonne@®Checklist of Postmarkcould be handed in for transporting up countiad it
StylesO) was not introduced in September 1883 butbigen in regular use on the Helsingfors - St. Petegsbur
September 1889 following the change to Route Numbelisie then one would have found this with manyfeliént
(It could be that a cancellation of this type has been sesation numbers from this line, which is not the ca$els
with the date apparently showing the year 1883, but tithe few examples there are with numbers other than 0350
is incorrect.This cancellation was not used beforare rather rare.
October 1889). PV 04 (JMD 4) (PV04.05) was only used on thi§RO
It is for this reason, two diérent cancellers in usecoach No. 5, from July 1876 until September 1877 when
simultaneously from October 1, 1889 onwards thatthis coach was still being OparkedO at Helsingfors station,
suggest John MacDonnal@Checklist of Postmark(hence the wording OHelsingfors Station KupZ
StylesO be revised to reflect this faetble | shows such ExpeditionO) When this coach was used on the
a revision, (this being thEable | published in German inHelsingfors - <bo, (Helsinki -Turku) line PV03 (JMD
1989 - 1990). From this it can be seen that Cancellatidp(PV 03.05) was used.
No. 6 should in fact be called Cancellation No. 8, as itPV 05 (JMD 5) (PV 05.04) was only used until
was not introduced until after the Cancellations (JMJeptember 1889 on the Helsingfors - St. Petersboe
No. 7, (introduced in October 1883) and Cancellaticand after this only on the Helsingfors - «bo (Helsinki -
(JMD) No. 8, introduced during 1888) were in use. It carurku) line.This later use is rather rare and has not been
also be seen thafable 1 shows certain cancellationsseen with Station Nos. 42 - 60.
which were not illustrated in John MacDonnglé®ticle The PV 08 (JMD 6) (PV 08.07) cancellation with the
1). These are P\W09, PV 12, PV13 to 17 and PV18. number 7 was only used on the ...stermyra - UlgGEbor
Some of these are the rarest of the FinnisiPR (Seinajoki - Oulu) line from October 1889 till October
cancellations, (PV 13 has never been actually seen, th&g883.
is just a copy in the cancellation books of the FinnishPV 06 (JMD 7) was not issued with a No. 4 in the
Postal Museum), while the others, (PV 09, PV 12 amdncellation; there are many examples where this seems
most especially PV 17 are ORareO to OExtremely réodi® the case but all of these are found with dates later
(PV 17). than 1886 where the 010 of the true number 0140 had
In Table 1 it will also be seen that there are no examplescome so worn that it appears solely as a 040.
of OPostiljoonivaunu® (PJ) cancellations with just lettersAs John MacDonnell so rightly says, cancellations PV
instead of numbers in the cancellation, (e.g. K-K £0 (JMD 9), PV 14 (JMD 18), PV 15 (JMD 18), but also
Kouvola - Kotka) nor examples of route names withotV 11 (JMD 10) and even P¥7 (JMD --) are later found
numbers (e.g. H:forsF:fors = Helsingfors -Ammerfors). with the Russian text removed OGeneral NoticeO issued
| believe that both these should be treated separatelytoJune 7, 1918 by the postal authorities installed by the
the true railwayTPOs and thus | called the former ¥ OWhite GovernmentO April 1918 instructed the post
Postivaunu) cancellations &ible 1), while the later | offices to remove the Russian text, so thatTiees PV
called PJ (= Postiljooni) or NM (= Nimmi = Name)10 (JMD 9), PV 14 (JMD 18), PV 15 (JMD 18), and PV
cancellations 2)The types of each one in use befor&7 (JMD --) may still be found with the Russian text intact
Indpendence in December 1917 are givernmable 2. even 6 months after the formal declaration of
Perhaps, before turning to the allocation of numbersitwdependence.
the various stations, one or two comments on the use ofWhen trying to reconstruct the numbers allocated to
these PV cancellations should be made. the stations as in John MacDonngléiicle, it has been
Table | gives no indication of which numbers can beery helpful to consult the train timetables of the period
found with which cancellation, for example PV 01 cato see whether the mails trains actually stopped at the
only be found with sorting coach numbers | toThis stations named. For the period between September 1870
fact can then be used to allocate a unique number tarad October 1875 there are unfortunately gaps in the
specific cancellation, namely the type number followetimetables available in the archives of the Finnish
by the sorting coach numbhefhus PV01.02 would railways, and | have only been able to filonetable
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Table 1. The OPVO cancellation typesfri870 to 1917. The dates shownehae taken fom
the Reference Books of Postal Cancellatiomshe Finnish Postal Museum in Helsinki.
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Table 2. The ttee diffeent types of the Postiljoonivaun cancellation in use up to 1918.

Table 3. The nine diffent types of ONiimiO (= Namealte) cancellations up to 1918.

No. 6 (from June 1, 1870), and then No. 8 (from May In St. Petersbyyat 10.45 amThere however appears to
1874) onwardsTimetables No. 9, (from November 1be no evidence that these mail trains actually cancelled
1874), 10, (from May 1, 1875) and {from November mail en route and so far | have not seen any mail which
1, 1875) are all available in full. has evidence of having been carried on these mail trains.
The previously mentionetimetable No. 6 from June These mail trains were supplemented by three local
1, 1870 (Bble 4, page 26) just shows a once dailyains in each direction betweaNalkeasaari and St.
passenger train from Helsingfors ftavastehus Petersbug and a mixed c@o/passenger train each
(HSmeenlinna), with a connecting passenger train goimgrning at 10.00 from St. Petersguand at 7.30 each
as far as Lahti, (where the line to St. Petergbumorning fromWiborg. These details, given ifimetable
temporarily terminated until September 1870). On thdo. 6, (Table 4, page 26), also confirm the names of the
section of the line fronWiborg to St. Petersbgrthere 14 stations between St. PetergpbandWiborg as given
was much more activity at this time with a mail traim the 1stAssignment inTable 5. (See page 28.)
(Train No. 3) leaving St. Peterslguat 5.00 pm and | have not been able to get evidence that a special OMail
arriving in Wiborg at 9.10 pm, with a mail train in theTrainO was operating between St. Petergbamd
other direction leavinyViborg at 6.30 am and arriving Helsingfors even as late as May 1, 187#r(@table No.
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Table 4. Tmetable No. 6.

8), although we all know thatT®Os had in fact been November 1, 1874), and before this thEFRO coach was
transporting mail between Helsingfors and St. Petegsbufttached to the normal passenger trains operating on the
from November 1, 1870 onwards. It is therefore possibidelsingfors - St. Petershgitine. InTable 5, the timetable

that the designation OMail trainO first came into use INP. 10 was used to confirm the assignments of the Stations
the winter timetable of 1874; {ffietable No. 9 from Numbers in the period November 1, 1870 to October 31,
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had been opened in 1878,
(but only then for summer
traffic), and it would seem

logical that the mail train

would stop there.

My assignment, originally
discussed in 1984 12) and
confirmed later was that
Oserki received the number
4 in March 1889There is
however one other factor
which complicates the issue:
the mail train running from
October 1, 1889 is not shown
as stopping at Oserkifhis
might be because the station
at Oserki was only open in
the summer months - and |
don® have the timetable
from May 1, 1889 to check
if the mail train was
scheduled to stop at Oserki
1875, as it was not until the spring of 1875 that the firsat least from May till October 1889 onwards. So the final
OnewO station (Jokela) had been opefdditional word may not yet have been said.
confirmation is found in the earliest of Finnish Railway In contrast the Mail train is shown stopping at Luumaki
Route Maps. 10) in Timetable No. 36 from May 1888 onwards, and thus

The assignments given by John MacDonnell to ththe assignment of No. 22 to this station after March 1889
stations on the line from Helsingfors to St. Petergburseems to be correcthis however is most likely not the
between 1870 and 1888 all agreed with earliecase with the assignment of No. 44 to Fredrikgber
assignments 2), 3), 5),1), 12) and 13) but the 4th (Parsila) for two reasons: from at least May 1889 the mail
assignment (from March 1889?) may not be supportddain is shown stopping awillShtis, a station not
by some historical details, one of the most important ahentioned in John MacDonne$l@th listing but
which is shown in Figure 2. nevertheless opened Oto generafit@fon September

This Russian postal card from July 1889, wh@PR 1888, (see Figure 3). In my assignment of 1889 this station
coach No. 4 was still operating between St. Petegsbuwas given the number 3Another reason for doubting
and Helsingfors, is addressedTerijoki and carries the that Fredricksber Haltepunkt (i.e. OWhistlestopO) was
number 8, previously assignedTerijoki itself, but now never allocated a number was that this OstationO was not
assigned to a Russian station (because a post card witthewn inTimetable No. 41 of October 1890, it is however
Russian stamp was used in the correspondefdd3. shown as a stopping point for the mail train in October
can only mean that before the re-allocation of
the coaches in October 1889 a new station in
Russia must have been given a numBgushing
upO the number fwvalkeasaari from O70 to 080
in the 4th numbering lisfThis would not have
been the case if the No. 8 in the 4th numbering
list had been assigned to Kuokkala as suggested
by John MacDonnell.

Two or three other facts speak against the
assignment of the No. 8 to Kuokkala: Kuokkala
station was not opened until 1897 14) (and thus
it would never have received a number inasmuch
as this practice was discontinued in 1893).

FurthermoreTimetable No. 41 from October 1,

1890 does not even list the station at Kuokkala,

trains are first shown stopping there in the Figure 3. Official announcement of the opening dfiaktis
timetables of May 1898 hus | still believe that ~ station on Septemeber 16, 1888.

this Onew stationO was Oserki, as this station

Figure 2. Russian postal stationary dafrom Walkeasaari to &rijoki cancelled at
Walkeasaari Station (8) on July 14, 1889 (FtluAssignment Period).
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Table 6. Earliest and latest known dates for the Finnish railway TPOs cancellations.

Table 8. The assignment of numbers to the stations and the times of the trains on the Hango - Hyvinge (Hanko -
HyvinksSg line.

1893, - a little too late to have been given number 44.the change in the station numbers occurred some 10 days
These discussions lead me therefore to repeat tayer (November 1, 1875An up-to-date table @ble 6)
assignments of 1989 and supplement these with the tineéshe earliest and latest known date of use of the early
of the mail trains, as given ifable 5. cancellations is given belgywhereby this author would
While discussing the allocation of the numbers to tHee pleased to hear from any collector who has examples
stations on the Helsingfors -St. Petergpline, there is showing earlier or later dates).
now suficient evidence to correct the dat@hese now  John MacDonnelarticle also included the assignments
should be as given ifable 6, examples now having beemmf numbers to other routes, including thavastehus
seen from October 31, 1875 with station No. 35 fqHSmeenlinna)Toijola - *«bo (Turku), which was a
Helsingfors and from November 1st with the new numberelcome addition to English-speaking collectors who did
38 for Helsingfors. not have access to earlier literature in Finnish or German.
The change in the numbering of the stations did nbliowever one or two small corrections should be made to
always agree with the dates when the cancellations wéie above line. It appears that after the original numbering
changed, e.g. PV 01 used on coach No. 3 was replacddhe line for the dicial opening in June 1875, new
by PV 02 for coach No. 3 about October 22, 1875, batations were not assigned a numlserd the changes in
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numbers which occurred in 1881 and 1889 were solely5) OThe Stations on the Helsingfors - St. Petegsbur
caused by the renumbering of the St. Petergbur Railway LineO, an international Og@SilverO collection-
Helsingfors (Helsinki) lineThus as the number forassembled by lain Fraser in the mid 1980s and exhibited
Helsingfors increased by 3 in 1881, (38 O 41) all the lasereral times upto 1990.

numbers also increased byThus, although the mailtrain  6)  OYTielininen, Vanhat ruotsinkieliste

of October 1883 is shown stopping at littala, if this statigpostivaunuleima®, Parts | to/Il, Suomen

had been given a number all the following stations wouRbstimerkkilehti (1966 and 1967)

have a one highefThese discussions lead to the 7) Y.Tielininen, OPostivaunuleimat®, Suomen
assignments given ifable 7 and these are supplementdelostimerkkilehti, Issues 9 &111972,2,3,5,6 and 8/1973,
with the times of the mail trains. 1,4,6, & 9/1974 and 2, 4,7,& 8/1975.

The table of the stations on the (originally) private 8) Bulletin of the Finnish Post @¢e to all Postmasters,
railway line, from Hangs$ to Hyvinge, sponsored by 4904, No 917.
number of businessmen in Hangs, also needs some sligh) OGeneral InstructionsO of the Péstalinistration,
corrections.The line was built to connect the winterl918, N:o 23 from June 7, 1918, (in Swedish).
ice-free port of Hang$ with the Finnish State Railway 10) Karta 3fver JernvSgerne i Finland, K.E.Holms
network at Hyvinge, thus the line should correctly callefdrlag, Helsingfors 1870
the OHang3-HyvingeO line the last station of which (No.11) Brockhaus Encyclopaedia, Leipzig, 1927
8) was, according to the railway timetables of the period,12) N.C. Franklin, OFinnishe Bahnpoststempel 1872 -
called Korpi.This line was taken over by the state in 18739170, Festschrift der Briefmarkensammleverein e.v
after it had gone bankrupt. Interestingly enough it seensverkusen, pp 149 - 160, (1982), (in German).
that mail was carried on this line even as early as 187313) N.C. Franklin, OThe Railway Line from
because not only are single line station cancellatioB$.Petersbuy to the Finnish Border in 18780
known on the roulette perforated stamps, e.g. HangSSeandinavian ContacVol. 12, N 1, pp 44-50, 1984, (in
the authors collection, but also tAanual Report of the English).

Railway Administration for 1875 shows that there were 14) Personal communication in 1984 from Mikko
three mail coaches listed among the stock of this lingklmeri, then Information Secretary to the Finnish State
These discussions lead to the assignments givéakle Railways.

8 and these are supplemented with the times of the mail
trains.

Perhaps the last comments, and a sovad|, the line to  Editor@ Note.This article should be read in conjunction
Nikolaistad, opened for general public tfiafin with John MacDonnelarticle. See OCollecting Finnish
September 1883, did not terminaté/éitla, (Wiiala) but Railway Post Offices, The Finnish Philatelistvol. 6, No.
at Tammerfors (&mpere). However as the stations frorg, November 2001A few back issues are available.
Toijola to Tammerfors had not been numbered in Jurghould anyone need a copy of this article, just send an e-
1875 when this padf the line opened, they were given anail to the editar
number in September 188Bhe assignment give by John Because the article as delivered both over the Internet
MacDonnell is correct. and in hard copy required some sleight of hand

In closing may | say that this is not meant to be a fulpanipulations to format intd FP, footnotes are shown
comprehensive article on the subject of Finnish Railwag a number then a back parenthesis, i.e. 1), or 2) 6), and
TPOs, but a supplement to John MacDonseN6&rk to so forth.
encourage more collectors to take up the theme in theReference to OJMDO = MacDonedificle and the
future, (in spite of the rapidly rising prices for some diis classification numbers @GPO cancellations.
the more illusive items).

1) MacDonnell, OCollecting Finnish Railway posr Ilkka Teerjoki®History of Railmad Mail Tanspot in
Offices, The Finnish Philatelisi/ol. 6, No. 5, November Finland 1862 - 1995will be continued in theAugust
2001 newsletter

2) N. C. Franklin, OEm EinfUhrung in dé&sen
de Finnische BahnpoststempelO, Philatelistische
Nachrichten der Forschungsgemeinschaft Nordische
Staaten e.y 3/89 to 2/90 (pp 335 -364) (in German)

3) K. Hellman and J. Itkonen, FINLANDIA 88
World Exhibition Bulletin No. 2, July 1987, (and later in
OThe Finnish Philatelis¥®I. 3, No 3 August 1998).

4) R.Hillesum, ODie Bahnlinie von Helsingfors nach
St. PetersbuyO, Philatelistische Nachrichten der
Forschungs-gemeinschaft Nordische Staaten334 (pp
197 -214) (in German)




