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Editor @ Message

In this column for the May newsletter | commented on the shrill
Nordisk Filateliattack on the Heikki Pahlman articles and exhibit.
In this newsletter | have included the full text of the commentary
written by Lauri Porodpudas, editor Bilatelisti. As a frequent
exhibitor who has enjoyed some success in these endeavors | can
only say how dificult it is to show an eight-frame exhibit without
someone discovering an error or fault here or there. It is part of
the learning process.

Our current feature serials are continugétle GolderAge of
PhilatelyandHistory of the Finnish Railway#pparently there
were several mail car employees who enjoyed a nip or two of
vodka while sorting and cancelling the mail. So, | looked for errors
or clerical mistakes in my own collection and sure enough | found
numerous examples; see Figures 6-9, pages 29-30. Now we can
only wonder if the clerks were simply overworked. or

There was no space for the new Euro issues, possibly we can

Y-catch up in the November issue. | hope you enjoy the mix of

articles in this newsletter
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The imperforate 1922 Red @3s stamps (see
vetrtical pair on the left) wer never sold by
the Finnish Post. They werfound among
remainders in the 1930s. Tharipee 3. XI.

25 postmark is genuine, but backdated.

The cancelled stamp above is genuine, but the
postmark is fraudulent. The stamps atways
cancelled so the year is not visible. The ink is
grey and not black as it should be. For mor
on the Red Qrss stamps, turn to page 7.
Illustrations flom The Reference Manual of
Forgeries,Juhani, Olamo, Helsingfors

FrimSrkssamlae F&rening tf., Helsinki.
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Strong Accusations=rom NORDISK FILATELI

by Lauri Poropudas, from Filatelisti 4/02
translated by Carita Parker

The SwedishNordisk Filateli magazine hasactual letters, the rest merely old documents.
become famous for its shocking and scandal-ridderThird: Nautilus reprimands Pahiman for having
stories.The language of this publication is often quit@ritten in an English language article the names of
pointed, though the magazine has also brought wifers and locations in Finnish especially when some
important issuesThe latest article concerningof the names even in Finnish are incorrect. Further
Finnish philately appeared in the magazen@rch also the underlining of names that are in mixed
2002 issue where from the safety of a pen name, thAguages as well as pointing out erroneous
Finnish postal historian, international judgéranslations and spelling&ccording to Nautilus the
authenticator and successful exhibitéteikki names should have been in Swedish.

Pahlman, and his collection are severely criticized. Fourth: The judges are criticized for granting the

The full page writing has its start from the HeikkPahiman collection the Grand Prix at NORDIA 2001.
Pahlman series of articles Tihe Finnish Philatelist
published in the U.S. Besides the Pahlman collection MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING!
content and its Grand Prix award in the NORDIA
2001 show in the U.S., the criticism further extendsAfter having read both the Pahlman articles and
to the judges on whose recommendation the prig@ Nautilus text one wonders how Oso little fire
was awarded. ) could produce so much smoke.O &stért with the

The pen name ONautilusO is the writer of the artiedlasiest: Nautilus correctly states, that all names
Thankfully in Finland it is not the custom to fir&should have been in Swedish. Pahlman instead wrote
across the bow under the guise of pseudonynise names in Finnish and in parenthesis the Swedish
especially in philately names of the kings, whereas the other names are of

Itis well to have the real name below the text, s@rmal appearance. But Nautilus claims erronegusly
that readers for themselves can decide ttiat Pahlman wrote the names only in Finnish, which
qualifications of the critic to criticize; or whether iis true only for the location nameBhese certainly
may be prompted by other factors such as enweyght to have been in Swedish. Pahiman does state

competition or revenge. at the start of his text, that he Oshows the names of
persons and places as they are written today in
ACCUSATIONS ARESERIOUS, Finland so as to be easier to search the related

BUT IS EVIDENCE SUFFICIENT? documents.O

The fact of the matter is also, that some of the

ONautilusO is important and serious if what the arti'&?éneﬁ W(?]re written mfa slightly e)l;ceptlolngl v(\;ay
says is actually trueA successful postal histor)/Athua y,bt '€ majorltydo ecrjrors can _eer>]<p3|rée t_oh
exhibitor, an international judge in this particula" e text being scanned and rewritten in the U.S., wit

field as well as authenticator is certainly supposgélrors irolprgn_g up (d|g|tallftr<';1]nsfer of text not
to know his specialty successful). Being one myself who scans many texts,

Here briefly the areas where Nautilus focuses h|5(z:\_/r|ter) m“?t admit t(.) many such errors that happen
her criticism: while scanning certain characteiﬁdso the lack of

First: Nautilus claims that Pahlman is rewriting'® icandlllnawan a][pl\rl1ab(_a|t (CEE.S'./"’.I) H&ztgﬂ the
the history of Sweden and Finland, for instance, t eext. Ct“afY most o auIF usQiticism adaresses
period of the 30-¥arswWar (1618-48)And as far as this type of incorrect spelling.

the oldest postally historical letters abroad (with In S(_averal places of.the Pahlr_nan_ text historians
Pahlman, Finlang®ldest is from 1574), Nautilus.may differ on the Swedish army fighting the French

refers to correspondence between the Popg&the 30-¥arsWar or bringing the PolisWar into

Sweden©Bishops and Kings beginning from th&: {These are matters that in the whole scheme of
12005 things are of no importance to the central story of

Second: Nautilus claims that of the six Ietteltg1e development of the courier post).
mentioned in the article (and exhibit) only three are NORDISK FIL&LI continued on pag)

The issue brought up by tidordisk Filateli and
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NORDISK FIIALI, Continuedfn pag 3 the aristocracy were members of the German OrderO
(The Finnish PhilatelistAugust 2001, p. 12)The

The fact that not all the objects in the collectioford OEstonianO before the word OaristocracyO is
are letters is trué.his much Pahlman himself admitsnissing from the Pahlman text, since this is what
about his collectionWith a few non-postal pahiman meanAt this point Pahlman did not write
documents such as package contents or other pap@sut Swedes@ristocracy
Pahlman wants to show and prove how these item®ahiman does leave his writing open to
as well as postal service develop&His, however interpretation; some statements are ambiguous and
is one issue that has justified comment and debatsere are a few mistakes too. But regardless, the text
In other words, whether such documents agtould not be held in as high a regard as the Holy
permissible in a postal history collection is a matt@ible in order to then pass judgement on this man.
for accredited postal historians to decide. Additionally, it makes no sense that Nautilus lumps

In a few places Pahlman calls some items rat@gfether the criticism of the Pahlman writing in OThe
uncommon or early/late, but since the terminologsinnish PhilatelistO with the collection and its
is not quite exact in these or sometimes still othgbjects. Especiallywhen the majority of readers
instances, a wrong impression is easily formed. Fgéve never even seen the collection.
instance, Nautilus claims in the caption to the figure|t is likewise inappropriate to single out the award
in his own text, that Pahlman is incorrect about theat the collection received and the judges of this
Swedish aristocracy belonging to the German grdehe exhibit, NORDIA 2001, when the collection has
when in fact Pahlman states that Henrik Klass@admpeted very successfully in many other shows
Horn wrote a letter to Estpnia and that he (Hormith very different jury members.
had written it in German, Obecause the majority of

OT. e.0 MarkWritten in Blue Pencil at Helsinki Railroad Station Post Ofice

Dirk Vorwerck has shared this
extraordinary cover that
displays both the sarely seen OT
e.O (= proof presented) mark
used in Helsinki and the 1914/
15 semi-postal war charity
stamps perforated 13.5.

This is the only cover | have
seen postmarked in Helsinki
requiring proof of contents that
was not stamped with the
familar boxed Ol. f.0 (= proof
presented) mark.

This cover is also the only
reported cover postmarked in
Finland with a complete set of
the perforated 13.5 charity

Figure 1, above. May 10.q15 mng on white papefhe 7

i 1916 egisteed cover to :
\ms\‘&f&' Copenhagen with OO kopek stamp was printed on
3 \GF./ mark written with a blue colored paper only
e S pencil. Figue 2, left, The addresseeame was

illustrates the everse ergsed, but the reverse side,
side, showing thedfio 4,6 2 showing th&ornio
censorshipesealing tape, . ~
censor mark and theCensor resealing tape, cen@or
Copenhagen arrival personal mark and Copenhagen
mark. Fom the collection arrival cds is proof that this

of Dirk \orwerck. cover passed through the mails.
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Letter in the Midst of Conflict

Translated by Carita Parker
From Abophil, 5/1990 without attribution

It is much Sunday.
easier to Apparently
experience the several letters
m a n y were sent on
historical that same day
events through because Mr
postage Juhani Pietila
stamps and has in his
postal possession a
mailings than letter mailed
by reading also by
books. This Crichton with
fact is making t h e
philately a registration
m o s t label number
worthwhile 198.
pursuit. For Anyhow,
example, the the illustrated
C OV er cover never
illustrated reached its

here has an The two Russian marks ODelayed because of war censoringOcelnel €xlirned  destination. It
interesting When war situation allowsO ararely found on covers originating in Finland.was routed
story to tell The basic eason is that mail which normally passedatigh St. Petersbgrto through St

which relatels Western Euope and other faign destinations wasrouted though Drnio to ’

Stockholm within thee days of this letter being held in St. Petergbur Petersbug,
to the fateful but was not

events in the first decade and a half of this centurgancelled there until a year laterAuagust 9, 1915,

It is a registered letter from the then well-knowrwhen the name had been already changed to
Crichton company iffurku. The letter had been Petrograd. Soon after that the letter was returned to
cancelled infurku onAugust 2, 1914, in other words, Finland and carries on the reverse side the arrival
around the time of the beginningWWWI. The shots marks of both Helsinki 23. 8. 1915, aidrku 24.
had already rung out in Sarajevo in June, but tie 1915. Most likelythe letter was not returned to
engagement of national armies did not start untihe sender until much later because the envelope
August 1, 1914 when Germany declared war onas what appears to be Cricht®o@®n arrival mark
Russia. dated 30. 6. 1917, also shown on the back.

On August 2, big headlines in the newspapers The Russian marks on the address side, ODelayed
proclaimed the news of the declaration of wesr because of war censoringO and kETreturned when
instance, the newspapbusi Suometacarried the war situation allows,O are indications of the
following, (here loosely translated from Finnish)interesting path that this letter had traveled in an
OThe steps taken by Imperial Germany has I&inpire embroiled in a world waOn August 2,
European politics on the path which the world ha$914, Russia ordered all mail addressed to abroad
long watched, worried and feared about.O be directed to St. PetersigurBut just a few days

August 2, then happened on a Sundhyis later, on August 5, with the exception of mail
assumed, that after having read about thaddressed to China, Japan, Persia, Romania and
commencement of war in the newspapers, there wasrkey, all mail addressed to abroad was sent to
the umge to send the aforementioned letteffornio for inspection and then onward via
immediately and therefore it was mailed on thatStockholm.
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Additional Information on Tornio Censor Stamp No. 8

Figure 1. CS No. 8/1 Figure 2. CS No. 8/2

Tornio censor mark No. 8 (CS No. 8) is
certainly one of the most elusive censor stamps
used during thaV.W. | censorship period. In
Juhanni OlamaDreference bookPostal
Censoring in Finland, 1914-191TS No. 8 is
catalogued as a general censor mark (Figure 1)
with the Russian language letters GID T= censor

Figure 3, above. CS No. 8/1 on cover to Paris. Fegdy belowPost
card to Stockholm with CS No. 8/1. Thisaas the earliesteported

Figure 5. Newspaper wrapper to England with
CS No. 8/2. Collection of Jorma Keturi

approved) in the centdrater the Russian
letters were removed from the stamp
(Figure 2). Olamo reported that the stamp
was used only on postal administration
business letters from Helsinki to
Copenhagen. Olamo did not provide dates
of use.Additional information on this
stamp has been provided by Jorma Keturi.

use of this censor stammpTcover fom the collection of Jorma Keturi First, examples of usage of both marks

and bottom cat, collection of Roger Quinby

are shown on cover on items other than
official postal administration letters to
Copenhagen. Dates of usage are also
provided for both stamps. Figures 3 and
4 show CS No. 8/Mark 1 usages to
Stockholm and Paris on normal personal
and general business correspondence.
Jorma Keturi dfers this information on
the use offornio CS No. 8 /Mark ZThis
stamp was used by censor E. Monkala
who was responsible for Swedish
language newspapers sent abroad, in this
case to England, (Figure 5). Mr
Monkala®wife did work for the manager

CS No. 8, Continued on edd.



The Finnish Philatelist ¥oV. 7, No. 3 ¥ugust 2002 Page 6

Type 1875 - SupeBeautiful Clipping Forgeries

by Heikki Reinikainen, Finnish Federation Expertizing Committee
translated by Carita Parker, from Filatelisti, 5/02

A few years back attention turned to severalFurthermore, the cover paper and address
attractive, type 1875 clippings (often described asrdormation as well as writing ink has to fit into the
OpieceO in USA catalogues) that appeared on postageall picture etc. If even one of these factors fail,
stamp markets. The beautifully marked much work has been for naught.
multi-colored mixed franking is a fine addition in a On the other hand, the only thing that seems to be
collection that includes cover material and bringequired for making an impressive non-bona fide
color and variation to a page dominated by singbipping is the ability to fage the mark onto suitable
stamps.There is use for all the denominationadtamps and voila, a new fine philatelic object has
values in a presentation and so the price leveldsme about. Did the fgers notice an obvious market
sometimes very high. gap here? Regrettably the answer is that they did.

At some point, howeven certain uneasy feeling A few objects shown here from recent auction
started to creep upire these super beautiful itemsatalogues are most likely bogudthough | have
really bona fideAnd if they are, how to ascertainnot examined the original object, the following
for or againstThe fact is, that a totally bogus postadletails can easily be detected from the illustrations:

1. Gogeous (in Swedish) OL&Edbref fr&n FinlandO
(literal translation = Obox letter from FinlandO)
mixed franking on piece or clippin@he mark text
is forged, for instance, the word OfrENO is vertically
too low. The majority of these marks in the Finnish
markets would seem to be bogus.

2. Rare mixed franking of a Copenhagen and 8 p
type 1875 on piecdhe Copenhagen is not bona fide,
but a reperforated Senate stamp most likely from the
32 penni final emission.

3. A really outstanding mixed franking, here 8 p
big tooth and type 1875 - 2 and 20 penni on the same
clipping. ANK-mark appears not to be genuine,
because the letter OAO thick vertical side is on the
wrong side

4. A fine 2 Senate block of four with fifth stamp
in center and impressive BO 27. 8. 81
cancellationsThe OOO in the word *BO is far too
small to be genuine.

The fact is that these kinds of genuine objects fetch
top prices, so collectors should ascertain the olgectO

Figure 1. Gogeous OLEdHr frEn FinlandO mixedtahu;hceli?)tgi:gé i[;l:’lor to purchasing and always when

franking on clipping. The cancellation text isged. The . . .
word OfrEnO is vertically too loMost of these marks,. 1) Exceptionally beautiful and/or carries a very

(on single stamps as well) in the Finnish markets wouii€ cancellation (also on single stamps) and/or
seem to be bogus. 2) carries a mixed franking from one or several
emissions, and

item is extremely dffcult to make and requires 3) is at all pricey and uncommon.

considerable philatelic knowledge. This way a collector will save him/herself a lot of
The cover often includes dédrent markings grief. It is smart to remember too, that this applies

pertinent to the mailing and these must fit in withot only to the 1875 types, but to all of Finnish stamp

the period in questionThe franking must be editions where the material as described here has

according to valid postal rates and the stamp musérketable quality

be from the correct printing emissidrhe departure,

transit and arrival marks have to correspond to those

used at that particular period of tirdend, of course,

the ink colors must be correct for the time period.
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Figure 2. Rae mixed franking of the 1875 Copenhagen and
8 penni issues on a piecthe Copenhagen stamp is a
reperforated Senate last emission stamp.

Figure 4. This beautiful 2 penni block of four plus an
Figure 3. Outstanding mixed franking of the 1866 8 penatlded 2 penni stamp in the middle of the block
issue and 2 penni and 20 penni type 1875 issues on a pieagcelled with two im@ssive, +BO 27. 8. 81, double
The ANK arrival mark does not appear to be genuineircle postmarks. The cancellations, howewgay have
because the thick vertical side of the letter OAO is on been drawn by a fger because the letter OOO in *BO
left side instead of the right side as it should be. is far too small.

First Finnish Commemorative -The 1922 Red Coss Issue
by Kari Vehmaro, from Filatelisti, 5/02 - translated by Carita Parker

In 1919 Consulleko Lilius made a proposal toprinting on waste paper produced imperforated
Finland® PostalAdministration to print stamps withsheets, parts of which are stilfefed incorrectly
extra value to benefit the Finnish Red Cross (FRG@dr instance, as OessaysO at auctions. During the
With his proposal Lilius enclosed samples of thial run, line perforation was also tried, and of
specimens, which he had designed on so-calldtese stamps there are horizontal and vertical
Saarinen types by adding the extra fee and a cross {mperforate examples on waste pafidre printing
The stamps were in denominations of 5 penni greerfthe actual stamps got underway after the Finnish
10 p red, 20 p yellow40 p purple (lilac), and 50 pRed Cross acquired the necessary printing paper
blue.There is no exact quantitative numbleecause from abroad.

Lilius distributed the specimens to various stamp clubs

and his close philatelist friendShese essays are not Use: Date of validity from May 15, 1922 until
postage stamps and are occasionallfedd at December 31, 1930

auctions as such. Value: 1 Fmk + 50 p (extra value benefiting FRC)

Early on there were ditulties with the actual stamp Design: Eric O.WEhrstrsrn
when the print shop foreman, Kohl, tried to make a 3Printing: Finland©Bureau of Printing and
x 100 clichZThe idea was promptly abandoned after Engraving
the 2-color KSnig & Bauer printing machine proved Colors: Gray/red and black-grayish/red
unsuitable for the printing of such adarsheetA trial (Parainen-Pajas)
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Consignment order/print group: 5-1922 # 1 and
5-1922 # 71 of which # 1 was printed by
mistake and corrected as soon as
discovered on the same day printing began.

Printing MethodTypography printed on K3enig
& Bauer letter press.

The machine had 2 rotating rollers from which the
printing sheet first received gray ink and then from
the second roller which imprinted the red colidre
stampsshows considerable ink spread resulting in
an untidy appearance.

Plates: Kuvateollisuus Oy photo mvechanically Figure 4. Figure 5.
manufactured the 2 x 100 stamp clichZ. manufactured in Canada, because similar paper had
Print sheet: (10 x 10) 100 stamps X 2. been made there especially for postage staifipss.

Mint sheet: (10 x 10) 100 stamps with above andchperforate stamps were printed on Finnish wood
below 2 x the consignment order numbers. SiZepruce/fir) cellulose, bleached paper
varies from a width of 284-286 mm and height of Perforation: Comb, initial with 0.7 mm pin size #
386-390 mm. Stamp itself measures 24.5 x 34.5 mi. and the rest with # 1, 0.8 mm pin size, and # 71

PaperThe paper purchased by the FRC was 100%4th 0.8 mm pins; perforation is 14 x 1#hird pin
bleached sulfite cellulose with no watermarks aize used was 0.9 mm seen on the later discovered
starch as binders/fillers to improve printing quality(1941/42) sheets with 13 x 13.5 perforation.

Similar paper was used only in the printing of the Printing: Finland©Bureau of Printing delivered

Vaasa 1918 type stamps. 2,000,000 stamps for sale to the Postal Service. Of
these, the Post burned 1,344,350 stamps and gave
the FRC 300,000 from print group # 71.
Furthermore, the Post sold 355,650 stamps within
the period of validity and also reported that it did
not sell any imperforate stamps.

Gum: The first printed consignment order # 1
stamps were perforated during a pause in
manufacturing and white gum was used as also on
the 1927 O10tAnniversary of IndependenceO
stamps. In the haste, gumless sheets, perhaps one or
two, also reached the stamp market. For the rest of

Figure 1. the stamps, after printing again had commenced,
dark brown gum was used that would show cracks.

Imprint design faultsThe method of printing the
stamps and its trial aspect (Finlasdst lage
vertically rectangular stamp) resulted in minor faults
in all imprint designs. Most notahlthere are always
gaps or breaks in the chain of pearls around the
background oval, and none of the stamps show a
complete chainThese have not been examined in
detail and are not reported here because of their
variety and lack of repeated uniformify this same
category | relegate the poor printing appearance
variations of the rosettes.

According to an undicial study by a Nokia paper The following are permanent imprint design faults.
mill the paper contains 90% wood (spruce/fir) pulfhe number in parentheses indicates plate position
and 10% larch tree bleached with 23% chlorinewumber:

Judging from this, the paper was probably

Figure 2. Figure 3
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Figure 1. Right arm elbow missing (9)
Figure 2. Northeast rosette missing 1 petal (14)
Figure 3. On 50 penni O0O right-side straight short
line (26)

Figure 4. Piece cut bbn the 50 penni OPO upper
arch (39)

Figure 5.Tail inner side broken (on some also
outer side) (40)

Figure 6.Tail broken (50)

Figure 7. Southeast rosette missing 1 petal (59)
and (79)

Figure 8. South rosette has 2 petals together (no
space between) (83)

Figure 9. On 50 penni OpO upper arch outside
protrusion (99)

Other:Wholly or partially perforated stamps were
not printed on this exceptional paper and the Postal
Service does not admit to having sold even one
specimen on waste papéy totally without gum
perforated sheet has survived from printing order #
1 (exceptional pin size 0.7 mm) printed on
FRC-obtained papeAdditionally, at auctions there
have been bona fide double perforated stamps. Figure 8. Figure 9.

Both theNorma and LaPe catalogues provide
important information re pricing of
the basic stamps based on the
folowing criteria:

Figure 6. Figure 7.

FDC (These are very scarce.)
On cover

Double perforations

Diamond perforations
Brilliancy

Red ink ofset

The 13 x 13.5 stamps presented
here are from the 1941-2 emission
sold by the Finnish Red Cross.
None were used during the stamp
period of validity The imperforates
are all rejects. Data about the
stamps has been reported in the
Finnish Stamp Handboo&nd the
Olamo-HFFRefeence Manual of
Forgeries Olamo issueswarning

about the Hanko-Hang$Figure 10. This cover is a fgery. The original stamp wasmoved (most
cancellation where the year is nolikely a 1 mk Saarinen issue) and has beeplaced with the Red Gss

; tamp. The cancellation lines on the stamp have been painted on and do not
f’:lpparent and cds color. 'S gra)?natch the lines on the coveéancelled Red @ss stamps @ woith up to
!nstead of black. There is also five times mint stamps, so one must betatecancellation fogeries. This
illustrated a cancelledinperforate jjystration is from Olama€Reference on Fgeries, Release 4, Jan., 2000.
stamp, which is totally bogus.
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What Do Rough PerforationsTell Us?

Text & llustrations by Heikki Reinikainen
Translated by Carita Parker - From Filatelisti, 2/97

Rough or uneven perforations
are a commonly known
occurrence on Finlansipostage

stamps, and seems to appear

more or less incidentally already
with old issues.The ordinary
collector usually does not pay
attention to thisThere are even
collectors who deliberately neat
pick the perforation in order to
improve overall appearance.
Unfortunately these collectors
consider uneven perforations
detrimental to the appearance of

First, this object belongs to
stamps printed with the
so-called Il imprints or clichZs.
Notice the abundant color(s)
and striking appearance and
especially the sharply outlined,
fat-tailed lion. Obvious proof
of the Il imprints as compared
to the worn | imprintsWith a
July 1881 mark, the stamp is
from the Senate printing, and
most likely from printing
emission 14 or 15The color is

the stamp. a vivid ultramarine, it must be
Worn roulette perforation _ from emission 15. Besides, the
equipment was the reason for Figure 1. color name of that emission
the unevennes3o the degree that the parts used ifl5) is ultramarine so it makes sense. Right?
the process (for instance the pins) became worn, Swrprise! In Handbook Il it is reported that the
stamp perforation would show unevenneéden perforator was repaired in the course of the making
the parts were repaired or replaced, the roughnegrinting emission 14The results were that stamps
disappeared. Notice, that the paper rounds in Figdrem this emission appear both in rough and normal
1 covering the holes are not rough, the paper (slean) perforationslhis explains also why between
however clearly torn. two uneven periods, there was a short stretch of
Rough perforations are often telling of a particularormal perforationsConsequentlyprinting emission
period the stamp belongs to or can aid in makid® with clean perforation is out of the questibhus,
certain the identity of the printing emissiorhus, it can now be said with certainty that despite the vivid
uneven perforations actually aid in authenticatiantramarine the rough perforations on the stamp
and should not, under any circumstance, be pickg@éstmarked marked, 6. 7. 81, (Figure 1) is from lot 14.
Such action is unwarranted. Additional proof is the recent fact, that lot (=
In the Type 1875 stamps there are two clearlgmission) 14 color and hue variations are more
distinguished periods when rough perforations anddespread than previously thought.
apparentThe first is from the end of 1880 until the Still, another similar cas&he date on the 20 penni
spring of 1881 The other is from early 1882 until(Figure 2) Ule@Ebgpostmark is uncleabut it could
that May after which the perforation machinebe JUNI (OJuneO in Swedish.) 188fpearance,
purchased in 1875 {perforator) was taken out ofhowever points to a Senate printing. It is of the Il
use.This device was operational for about 5 yearsnprint/clichZ period with the same details as the
and there is no information of earlier filiulties. previous object and regardless of the dark
After that, the stamps were perforated with a néwue-grayish colorthe rough perforation is
machine which produced a 12 gauge perforatiomdicative of printing emission 14. Besides, the color
hole. completely lacks the ultramarine huks far as
Let me direct your attention to the 20 penni stangorrectness of writdd interpretation of the date, the
with the OpostkupeeO 6. 7. 81 postmark: OWhat da@sellation too supports this assumption.
the unevenness on this stamp tell us?0 Please, stu@pnsequently in both cases, the appearance
the picture carefully and ponder the alternatiié®m especially of rough perforations yields new
answer is next. information about lot 14 overall makeup (Figure 3),
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and at the same time renders undisputable evidence
about the printing emission of a certain object.
Without the unevenness anybody could have arrived
at the wrong conclusion, because the color hue and
appearance had previously not been identifiduk
appearance of the rough perforations should be
noticed in the identification of certain stamps.

Figure 3. The hitherto known printing emission 14 colors,
the grayish-ultramarine top left, and ultramarine-blue on
the right. Judging fom discovezd specimens, the color
hue variations have been considdrrather minar But
now the stamps withough perforations in the bottom

Figure 2. Considerable unevenness is typical for somer@Ww indicate a wider range both in color and hue
the 14th printing emission stamps. Notice the clearly tos@riations than earlier known. The grayish-ultramarine
perforated paperThe color of the UleElgomarked stamp Vvaries flom quite a pale to dark, and the ultramarine-blue
is dark blue-grayish with not a hint of ultramarine. Théo a vivid ultramarineAs such, this is no surprise, since
color of the OpostkupeeO stamp is a vivid ultramarirf@.inting with the type of equipment used caused
There ar also the lighter color spots on the surfaceonsiderable color and hue variations, weef Type 1875
especially aound the lion. These aran excellent addedis quite well-known. The stamps in the lot with clean
characteristic for this particular printing emission.perforations have earlier easily ended up in the next
Regettably we cannot povide color illustrations; Printing emission, and this is most likely why postal
readers ae referred to Filatelisti for the color mailings fom 14th printing, for instance, arnext to
illustrations. impossible to find.

CS No. 8., Continuedimn pag 5

If anyone would have a cover showing this stamp
of the Russian gendarmesTornio. She was alsoused on oficial postal administration
the head of the censorshifioé. The main task for correspondence to Copenhagen, we would appreciate
Russians was to find out what was really happeningceiving a copy
in the northern part of Finlandhey believed that For additional information of th&/.W. | censor
reading all letters would help them in thisfdiilt stamps and resealing tapes, $e@stisensuuri
work. Suomessa, 1914-1918plumes 1 and 2, byeuvo

Mr. Monkala was a great help for Finnish soldiefBermonen and Jorma Keturi.

trying to find secret routes vigornio and Haparanda These softbound books augment and update the
in Sweden on their way to Germany for militarynformation contained in the earlier pioneer reference
training. His wife was the best possible spy for themanual on postal censoring by Juhanni Olamo.
as she got to know all Russian gendarme counteilhis article was written by Roger Quinby based
operations in the area. in part on information provided by J. Keturi as noted.
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The GoldenAge of Finnish Philately - Part 2b

General Post Letters - Continued

Text & lllustrations by Heikki Pahliman
Edited by Roger Quinby

GENERAL POST LETTTERS - VINKKIL € 1821

Figure 1.A general post letter &m \inkkilS dated December 17, 1821¢rr «bo (Turku) with
Cyrillic single line \InkkilS cancel. The cancel was in usenfir1812 to 1834. The post office was in
operation fom 1735 until 1834 and may be found undee¢hmames: WkkilS, WnkilS or Wehmaa.

Figures 2 & 3. VhkkilS post house and floor plan.
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GENERAL POST LETTERS - LOW BOX CANCELS
EKERO 1855

The first Finnish town cancels with the date were the low boxed carfidedy.replaced the single line
cancels and were first placed in use in 18%Rereas in the single line cancels, names were Cyrillic script

with two exceptions, *bo andVibourg, the new cancels used the old Swedish naftes.hand stamps
themselves were made of brass. Each pdsteofvas given only one hand stamp, regardless of the volume

of mail handled. Frequent use naturally resulted in wear to the brass hand stamps in the long run. It is quite
clear from the cancels that some postmasters found it vdigulito insert datesThere were loose types

and often substitute numerals and letters were Ud&d.often resulted in a strange appearance to some of

the date lines. Some places which handled a particular amount of mail had to replace the hand stamps
fairly soon.

Figure 5. The EkerS post house.

Figure 4.A general post letter &fm Stockholm tlmugh Ekers (EckerS) to <bo (@rku) with low box
Eckers T2 cancel. The letter is dated December 19, 1855. The cancel was iomg8#7 to 1870.
The post office was established in 1724, but this home served as a post boudé3B. (Se&he
Early Postmarks of Finlandby Gummesson, Ossa & Stenpéor illustrations and numbering of all
the early postmarks.)
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GENERAL POST LETTERS - LOW BOX CANCELS
JOROIS 1857 & KASK... 1861

Figure 6.A general post letter &m Jooinen to Laukas with a Jois low boxed cancel. The
letter is dated May 18, 1857. The cancel was in use f£847 until 1861. The post office
was established in 1803.

Figure 7.A general post letter &m Kaskinen (KaskS$) to Pietarsaari (Jacobstad) dated
March 23, 1861 with a low box Kasks cancel. The cancel was in aseX847 until 1862.
The post office was established in 1796.
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GENERAL POST LETTERS - LOW BOX CANCELS
KEXHOLM 1857 & NYST AD 1854

Figure 8.A general post letter &fm Kexholm (KSkisalmi) to Helsingfors (Helsinki) dated
November 25, 1857 with a low box Kexholm cancel. The cancel was inoosd 847 until
1873. The post office was established in 1638.

Figure 9.A general post letter fm Nystad (Uusikaupunki) to Jacobstad (Pietarsaari)
dated June 27, 1854 a low box Nystad cancel. The cancel was inousd 847 until
1858. The post office is first mentioned in the 1668 post rate book but otheesour
indicate that the office was not established until 1776.
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GENERAL POST LETTERS - LOW BOX CANCELS
RAUMO 1853

Figure 10.A general postegisteed letter fom Raumo (Rauma) to Helsingfors (Helsinki)
datedApril 24, 1853 with a low box Raumo cancel. The cancel was in osel847 until
1875. The post office was established in 1645.



The Finnish Philatelist ¥oV. 7, No. 3 ¥iugust 2002 Page 17

GENERAL POST LETTERS - LOW BOX CANCELS
SKARPANS 1857 & SORDA/ALA 1854

Figure 11. A general post letter &im Sund in the «land Islands to <bo (ifku) dated
November 10, 1857 with a low box Skarpans cancel. This cancel was iromse fr
1847 until 1856. The cancel did not have a number 010 for the date psydae

letter OIO was used instead. The post office was a temporary location for the Kexholm
(Kasteholma) post office.

A general post letter im Sotavala (Sodavala) to Wasa @&sa) dateddugust
2, 1854 with a low box Sdavala cancel. The cancel was in usenfr1847 until
1862. The post office was established in 1784.
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GENERAL POST LETTERS - LOW BOX CANCELS
TOHMAJ€ER VI 1860 & WILLMANSTRAND 1849

Figure 13.A general post letter &fm mmajSvi to NyCarleby (Uusi Kaarleby) dated July 6,
1860 with a low box dmmajSrvi cancel. OAngtO = angelSgit, which translates to Ofast,
important.O The letter was delivaat within a week as seen in theiaal mark, OANK 13/70
=July 13. The cancel was in useffin 1847 until 1870. The post office was movethfLiperi

to Tomma;jSvi in 1781.

Figure 14.A general post letter &m
Lappeenranta (Wmanstrand) dated
February 21, 1849 with a low box
Willmanstrand cancel. The cancel was
in use fom 1847 until 1858. The post
office was established in 1722.
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GENERAL POST LETTERS - HIGH BOX CANCEL
KASTELHOLM 1868

Figure 15. Kastelholm Post Office

Just like the low boxed hand stamps, the high box cancels were also made of weak materials and were
not made for frequent use. For this reason the high boxed hand stamps were generally introduced as a
replacement for worn low box hand stamps. Helsingfors, which undoubtedly handled the greatest amount
of mail at that time, was the first town to use the high boxed cafitalvery early date there were two
similar hand stamps in use here at the same time. In some places both the low and the high boxed cancels
were used simultaneousliRapid wear of the box-types soon became apparent and it was necessary to
produce more durable hand stampkese cancels, the single and double ring types were used during the
stamp period and are not shown in this presentation.

Figure 16.A general post fe letter fom Kastelholm to *bo (@irku) with a high box Kastelholm cancel
datedAugust 16, 1868. The cancel was in uganfrl856 until 1889. The post office was established in
1638 (in some souaes the date is given as 1655). This post office was moved to Skarpans during the
years fom 1842 until 1852.
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GENERAL POST LETTERS - HIGH BOX CANCEL
SVEABORG 1859

Figure 17.A general post exmss letter with two feathersofn Suomenlinna (Svealg)rsent by the dean of
the piovince, a militay fortress in the Helsinki harbpto the priest, Petr Solojein the Helsinki military
hospital. The letter is dated with high boxed Sveglmamcel. The cancel was in userfr 1854 until 1874.
Suomenlinna (also known at the time by names Svgabuat Vapori) had a post office &fim 1801 until
1808 and then m 1856. On the dnt page it is noted that the letter is especially important ancesethe
clerical officer has written on the back side: Ol did open accidentally with the others buttlrdath@he
content.O One of the te recoded expess letters with two feathers.

Editor®note: r additional information on the low box and high box candeds|yTRestmarks of Finland, by
Rolf Gummesson, Mikko Ossa and Karl-Erik Gt hiiginlyacommended. Thidwme shows all the single line
Cyrillic andénch cancels (Wibgwnd <bo), the low box and high box cancels, the single ringulds (ite
stamps), the first raélystation marks and the first railcar cds. All the canctdardyapoduced. Complete
text is in lnish, English and German.
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HISTORY OF RAILROAD MAIL TRANSPORT

IN FINLAND 1862 - 1995, Part 3
by llkka Teerijoki, translated by Carita Parker

CHAPTER I Hanko, it was more economical to transport in the
conductof8 car accompanied by a postmamus,
Era of Established Postal after the rail section was done, the cars originally

. meant for mail transport were instead used for
RailcarTransport 1871-1888  passengers.
After the completion of the rail section in the

Finland® economic déirs, on the upswing sincebeginning of November 1873, postal connections
the 1850s, were further strengthened in the 187@svard Turku improved considerablyThe once
and 1880sThe sawmill industry significantly weekly Helsinki-Bmmisaari postal line along the
expanded, new financial institutions weré&oast was kept, though it was thought soon to be
established around the countand as a result ofoutmoded once people got used to the railroad.
the 1864 corporate lawa myriad of industrial Because of the changes, the area mail transport
enterprises shot up. Demands on service, includi@gpenses increased by Fmk 1,400 annyétigugh
communications, increased accordingly service improved considerablgesides an increase

in mail transport scheduling, 13 new postal exchange

RAIL NETWORK EXRANSION UNTIL 1889 points were established between HyvinkSt and

Hanko also.

With the completion of the St. Petershuail, the At first, two postmen handled the mail transport.
importance of railroads became obvious even @ne would travel from Hanko, the other from
former skeptics. In business circles the pace dyvinkSt.When the trains met at Mustio, the
government railroad construction was considered tgestmen would change train and head for their
relaxed Therefore two private rail building projectsstation locationsThe postmersQask was to empty
were closely linked to the early stages of Finlandi®e mailboxes at stations, because the Senate had
rail network: One from Kerava to Porvoo, the othgirohibited the station managers, employed by a
from HyvinkS# to the country®est wintertime port private companyto perform this dutyAnother
of Hanko. Rail construction permits were tied in witRbvious change following the opening of the rail line

the inclusion of mail transport. was the Karjaa post fite transfer including
As the HyvinkSt-Hanko rail neared its completiofgrsonnel and building to Hanko. _
it appeared Despite the
that the railroad
company had company
ordered mail h i g h
cars from expectations,
abroad. The the Hanko
same company pc_>rt along
also ofered to Wlt_h . the
build a post HywinkSS-Hanko
office in rail did not

Hanko, but in
the postal
administratiorg)
opinion,
because of the

yet blossom.
The company
that had built
the railroad
w e n t
bankrupt in

short distance Figure 1. Prior to the intnduction of railway postal cars and postmarks, lette {%75 d
between gepositedin aletterbox on the traim Helsinki to HSmeenlinnagifastehus) an
HyvinkS$ and were struck with théANK mark on arrival Arrival marked, 25. 1 (1869). FinlandG
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government took over the railroad. Prior to this ashen the 20-kilometer section along the St.
return to mail transport by horse and wagon waBetersbug line from Simola to Lappeenranta
anticipated when it seemed as if rail frafwould became operational in 1885.
end with the bankruptcySoon, howeverthe The Ostrobothnia rail construction progressed
importance of the rail increased when in 187&urther north so that the rail section to Oulu was
Finland® first all year round steamship connectiomompleted in the autumn of 1886, and railroad mail
from Hanko to Stockholm opened. Rail transportgansportation to that city started in early November
were intertwined with steamship schedules. In ord&taahe also becamditiited with that particular rail
to ease mail handling, the conductor cars wemghen, on town council initiative, daily mail
furnished with separate shelves. transport by horse and wagon was introduced from
The company that built the Porvoo-Kerava raithe Lappi station to Raahe. Railroad freight parcels
section had planned on having mail cars, but sineeere allowed, provided there was enough room on
funds were low already from the beginning othe mail wagonA private railroad from the Lappi
construction, the company probably was relievestation to Raahe was completed more than a decade
when the postal administration suggested that madter in 1899.
also on this stretch would be better transported inWhen the Savo rail, branching out from the St.
the conductoB car The Porvoo-Kerava rail section Petersbuy at Kouvola, was completed all the way
opened to trdfic at autumn®end in 1874At the to Kuopio in 1889, the combined length of FinlandO
end of 1875 Finland had four rail lines: Helsinki-railroads totaled nearly 1,900 kilometers at the start
Hameenlinna,RiihimSki-St.Petersbgyr of the 1890sAll rail sections were utilized for mail
HyvinkSS-Hanko, and Kerava-Porvoo. Of these, mdilansport also.
was carried in postal cars only between Helsinki and The appearance of a train in a new locality was
St. Petersbyy. On the other sections, a postmamvithout exception a noteworthy event for that area.
traveled with the mail in the conduc®rar Although the Savo newspaper report on the initial
The bulk of Finland®railroad network was Kuopio train transports was rather brief and to the
constructed during the last quarter of the 1800&. point, nonetheless, a sense of newness for this mode
rails stretching from Hameenlinna fmijala and of postal service is apparent in the following
further on to the factory town dfampere, as well excerpt: OThe first train departed here Tastsday
as those reaching the former capital cityTofku It looked rather small, as did the mail cBine next
were completed in the summer of 1876. Initialhe  day the first train arrived bringing with it a number
mail was carried once daily in the postal railcar roundf passengers and for the first time also mail.O
trip from Helsinki toTurku.Whereas, on th&oijala It become almost routine for many to complain
to Tampere twice daily round trip thge mail waghat the new train connections were detrimental to
carried in the conduct® car accompanied by amail delivery Even in the northern part of
postman. Still newspapers took a long time, up t@strobothnia, it was alleged that as the rails reached
12 hours, to reachampere, because these were keplaasa, mail transport had grown more irregular and
in Toijala for 6 hours due to incompatibility with on average slower than before. Some even wished
scheduling. OThis cannot be called train transporg®eturn to the old order of things.
lamented thdJusi Suometaeditorial on behalf of  As time progressed it became evident howgever
its Tamperereaders. that postal connections improved substantially with
The northbound rail fronTampere connecting train transport. For instance, a letter fromAlavus
with Vaasa was finished at the end of 1882first, post ofice would in the early 1880s reach the
only closed mailbags accompanied by postman wakelsinki postal administration in an average of 5.2
transported between end stations. Mail car transpatays. Nevertheless, by the mid-1880s, after the
started in the fall when postfafes were opened opening of the/aasa rail, letter mail took only 2.3
along the rail routeThe rail section from Seinajoki days.TheVaasa inhabitants were pleased to receive
to Kokkola became operational in December 188%heir mail 24 hours sooner than previoydlyt still
From here a connection was made also to Pietarsafiniding reasons to complain. Because the train
when a secondary rail from Pannainen opened would arrive at 10 p.m., and depart at 7 a.m. (the
1887.The Kauhava, HSrmS, Jepua, and Kruunupyyext day), a letter response would not make it on
post ofices were established along tWiaasa rail. the return. Mail transport from Oulu to Helsinki on
Lappeenranta too was included in the rail networ&verage speeded up from about a week to three days.
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was not thought possible in postal
transport matters unless mail transport
was legislated free of chge
everywhere. Mail cars in Russia were
postal government owned, but railroad
built. Although such was not the case
in Finland, development ended up
similar nonetheless.

According to railroad administration
figures, the cost of mail transport by rail
in 1883 totaled Fmk 133,628hus, the
railroad suggested a permanent
compensation of 15 penni for each 1069
meters of mail car travelo the postal
administration mail transport gratis
became a central issue even though the
federal government would foot the bill,

: ) , _ because the administratien@ccount
Figure 2. In the early years of railway transportation of the mail, t edto stay within reasonable limithe
station masters also served as part time postal clerks. These station

masters weg given straight-line handstamps to identify the station whbfSPOnse to railroad demands
the mail was eceived. Marked, HYVINGE, then stk again on the (concerning compensation) was aglar
mail van with TPO No. 3, 27. 10. 1871. 0310 was the station numit@rnationally flavored report that

for Hyvinge (HyvinkSS) until November 1, 1875 when the openinggitained information on the postal rail
the Kuovola, Jokela and Malm statioreqjuired the enumbering of all transport compensations of various

stations fom Kymmene to Helsinki. .
European nations.

Postal transport on all new sections started as sooBince 1882 in Russia, some of the private rails
as the rails became operationgthe emperor readilyreceived payment, though for most part postal
granted permission for every proposed railway postednsport remained free of clga&. In neighboring
route. In connection with the completion of Weasa Sweden, whose development was closely watched
rail, the following ceremonial decree was issuedeOW Finland, both government and private rails
Alexander the third etc., etc., etc., hereby graciousgceived postal service compensation. Contrary to
respond to the writing by Finlaral®enate economicsFinland, the mail cars were owned by the rail
department of March the 6th past concerning postaimpanies. In Norway likewise, i.e., the railroad
transport on th&ampere-¥asa railroad. Pursuanbwned the mail cars and serviced them, and for that
with the statement issued by the Senate in the matteceived compensation. In Denmark, only private
and also supported by the counsy@inland) rails were paid for postal transport. In England,
governor generalWe (Alexander) have seen itSwitzerland, and Spain, where all rails were privately
appropriate to decree, that when finally operatiomakned, compensation was separately agreed to with
for regular trafic and mail transport, 4 new traveeach companyln Holland, Belgium, France, and
expeditor and 4 railroad postman positions Reortugal no payments were required; and in Germany
introduced.This, in accordance with His Imperiabnly for packages exceeding 10 kilograms.
Majesty®own decision and on behalf of His Finland Referring to information compiled, the postal
Senate.O government regarded the railroad administration

As rail trafic grew in the 1880s, the railroadroposals as lacking merit. In case the Senate would
administration focused on postal mail transpdidvor compensation, the railroad then would be
compensationThe 1870 agreement on cost free maiésponsible both for the purchasing and servicing of
transport was validated, when in the motherland tbe mail carsAnd free oficial letter privileges would
Russia the decision was finalized in 1873. In Russémyd as well. Fortunatelypostal government
both state- and privately owned rails were completezhsoning convinced the Senate, and it rejected
at a fast pacéit the turn of the 1870s, the length ofailroad administration demandghus, postal rail
mail carrying railroads there (Russia) had grovtransport remained free of clgar for nearly half a
from 5,000 to nearly 20,000 kilometers. Uniformitgentury thereafter
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Another result of the above decision was, thatthe = POSTAL SER/ICE REORGANIZATION

mail cars did not become the property of the IN THE 1870s - 1880s

railroad. Instead the postal service retained

ownership for as long as mail car fiafcontinued During the first two decades of mail car rail fraf

or until the 1990s. Initiallythe postal service took postal service expanded and modernized

possession of the railcars in the fall of 1870 whetonsiderably even in areas other than railroad

in return for the enacted mail transport gratis clausgansport.The range of postal services available

the railroad was allowed to bill the postakxpanded when postal locations that earlier had

government for the mail car manufacturing costsoperated with less authoritative powers were
upgraded. Finland@irst class postal bureaus were
established in 1860, when previously there were only
post ofices. In 1870 there existed 26 postal bureaus,
in 1880, there were 79, and in 1890 the number grew
to 235.

Additionally in the 1880s, class Il postal bureaus
and postal stations were established. In 1890 there
were a total of over 400 postal locations in Finland,
which compared to 1860, amounted to a tenfold
increase.

As mail transport needs increased so did the
demands on the postal servitdose critical of poor
postal connections and expensive rates would arrange
for private transportation. For instance, the steamship
s/sRunebeg, sailing between Helsinki and Porvoo
in the 1860s, carried 6,000-7,000 parcels annually
between those two cities. In order to prevent the
situation from getting out of hand, the Senate
monopolized postal transport for the government by
issuing regulations in 1874 and 1877. However
a special fee postal transportation was still allowed
by certain private means, though the matter of private
transportation would from time to time flare up.

In Turku, it had been noticed, that the Helsinki
newspapers arriving on the evening train would take
a long time to get to subscribeThus, a local station
manager on his own initiative did remedy the
situation getting a bundle containing 50 of the

Figure 3. The major railcar postmarksofn the period Ol-!elsm.gfo.rs DagbladetO paPerS' which he then
1870 to 1889 a shown above. The first TPO canceller§Wiftly distributed to the subscribetfter hearing

had the text in Swedish, OFINSBBRNSWGENS POST about this, the Senategad the postal administration
KUPE EXPED: No:O The earliesecoded TPO to improve its competitive edge.

postmark is 15. 1. 1870 (November 15). Mail was | poryoo, local businessmen planned on carrying

carried in the mail coachesdm 1862, but no special . : :
TPO markings wer applied until 1870. See figut.. The their mail themselves from Kerava when mail was

early TPO postmarks indicated the station whene repeatedly delayed because the train got stuck in
uncancelled mail was placed on the train, but at timegnowdrifts in the winter of 187The situation was
the mail clerks did not have time to add the statiodefused when the postal administration promised to

number to the canceller and affixed the numbeediy p5ndle postal transport by horse and wagon in
on the font of the letter or postal cdr The inscription instances where train runs were hindered.

ONo 30 identified the mail coach or van. Eventyu&Hdy X ) )
mail-vans wee assigned handstamps. The handstamps I h€ postal committee, established in 1875 for the

identified a pute numberbut the eassignment of thesemodernization of postal conditions, issued its report
handstamps, becauseoutes wee altered or in 1881.The committee had modeled the Finnish
discontinued, makes a simplified classification difficultposta| system after the developments in Sweden
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besides taking into consideration international posti$rnefelt had previously worked for the postal
agreements, which led to the formation of UPWervice. JSrnefelts mail car tenure ended in 1875,
Postal matters improved when, for instanceyhen he transferred to become manager of the
registration rules were simplified, and the prdJusikaarlepyy post dice where he stayed until
franked postal card was added in 1871. Furthermoretirement in 1894.

postal rates decreased. The third of the initial travel expeditors, Uno
Godenhjelm, was 28 when he was named to that
THE NATURE OF position. He too had been in military service after
EARLY MAIL CARTRANSPOR'S having attended grades 1-4 of high schddlthe

postal service, Godenhjelm first worked as a clerk

Mail car transports on the Helsinki - St. Petergbuwith the administration and after Masalin, became
railway that had started at the end of 1870 soeenior postal travel expeditor from 1876 to 1878. He
became well-establishe@ihe car personnel receivedvas then named manager of the Mariehamn post
their initial work directivesThe expeditor in chge office. This job he kept until his death in 1903, though
was to take in and give out the mail, the postm&vodenhjelm often would take a leave of absence
would aid the expeditor in his duties as needed, aneicause of his mail car dutiesfter a business trip
keep the mail car fite organizedThe crew was to to Sweden and Norway in 1888, postalilcar
arrive well ahead of train departure in order to lheperations changed drastically based on the
able to perform their tasks and to receive the publit@pressions Godenhjelm received on these travels.
outgoing mail. Mail from post dites was checked At this time he was again appointed mail car foreman.
against transportation logs and then signédo, In 1889 that position was renamed postal railcar
mail gathered along the route had to be added to theector, with duties greatly expanding and becoming
logbook whilebeing sortedThe personnel receivedmore varied. Godenhjelm remained in that job until
many specific instructions right from the beginnin891.
of operations. Unfortunatelyfrom a historical The third time Godenhjelm returned as director of
standpoint, the travel expeditor was only requirgabstal railcars was in 1899. He was actively involved
to report orally to the postmaster general any unusuathe designing of the new mail cars and the 1901
incidents during the journeythus eliminating a models, the so-called balcony cars, were also called
permanent record for posterity OGodenhjelms.O Uno Godenhjelm can be considered

Any communication between mail car personn€&inland® most prominent postal railcar man of the
and the postal administration was mainly throudgtB00s. He had a peculiar personalétgd nicknamed
the elder travel expeditoWhen this post was OThe eland King.O Since he would often travel on
permanently filled at the end of January 1871, iinspections, he was also called OThe Flying
went to Karl Lorentz Masalin who already had helButchman.®Vhen Godenhjelm became irate, it was
the position in the interinThe 28-year old Masalin best to turn the subject to hunting, as he would calm
had been a non-commissionedfiokr in the down in an instant. Godenhjelm would get excited if
Sharpshooter Battalion until his postal servicene of the expeditors happened to mention in their
employment in 1861. Masalin was 26 when namebrk reports of having seen a moose alongside the
expeditor for th&/yborg post ofice, and then travel rail embankment.
expeditor on October 30,1870, when the first mail Uno Godenhjelm strongly disapproved of any
cars started running. efforts to ORussifyO the postal systéhe historical

As an elder travel expeditoMasalin stayed on research view of a postalfadial at the then turn of
until spring of 1876 when he was transferred the century fit in on Godenhjelm, i.e., Opostal and
become manager of the Lappeenranta poiiteof customs dicials helped rather than hindered the
In this capacity he stayed on for nearly three decadgsead of undground literature.@hen Governor
until retirement in 1905. General Bobrikov pressured Postmaster General

The mail car career @énton Fredrik Scheel, who Lagerbog to resign, Godenhjelm was one of
together with Masalin had made the study trip toagerbog® most obvious supporter8s a result,
Russia, was cut short when in January of 1871 Bdbrikov wanted to fire Godenhjelm also in 1903
the age of 27 Scheel passed away when Godenhjelm ganized a citizen petition on

In the spring of 1871, Oskar Leonard JSrnefelt washalf of Lagerbay. Uno Godenhjelnsdliness and
named to succeed the late Scheel as travel expedideath, howevemput an end to Bobrikos@ntention.
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The fourth of the initial postal district railcaincreased when others than the really Oearly BirdsO
expeditors, Gustaf Stahlbgrwas at age 40 thehad enough time to bring their mail to the station
oldest. In earlier years, he too had served in tio®.
military, but was forced to resign with the rank of In order to alleviate the rush on the first leg of the
captain in 1868 in connection with the breakup ffurney a post dice was opened in the Helsinki
some Finnish troop units, and thus came to bwtion in May of 1874. Here the initial sorting was
employed by the postal service. Stahtheerved as done and the expeditdn chage of the diice, would
travel expeditor for less than five years and in thmvel as needed with the departing train, helping
spring of 1875 was named manager of the Raahe podtl sorting was completed.
office, a job he held until his death in 1884. Even salary payment for the station postal manager

Ernst August Elfving succeeded Godenhjelm asould not become an additional expense. Because
senior mail car expeditoElfving had long been withthe travel expeditor from the St. Petergbuoute
the postal service in minor capacities, most recenthail car was transferred to that job when the postal
as a bookkeeper in théyborg post ofice when he car(s), beginning on May 12,1874, remained hooked
was hamed mail car expeditor in 1875. Elfving serva@ to the same train all the way to St. Petergbur
as senior travel expeditor from 1878 to 1886, whaiithout an overnight stay iyborg. The change in
he was transferred to the Hamina posticef as schedule had thefefct of reducing round trip to St.
manager He remained in this capacity until 189®etersbuy by 24 hours and one pair of employees
when he resigned from the postal service altogetheas available to go elsewhefighe postman that had

A.E. Werving was travel expeditor for a short timpaired with the expeditor was transferred to the
in the latter part of the 1880s. He had graduated witéwly opened HyvinkSS-Hanko rail section.
top honors from the MilitarlAcademy advancing Mail traffic increased not only with new rail
rapidly to captain and distinguished himself in theections, but also because tiafon the old ones
Turkish War. Nonetheless, he preferred a civiliahecame more frequent/hen the night trains to St.
career and became postal administration accountifetersbuy started running in 1876, mail was carried
department registrar in 1881. Between 1886-18B8the conductdB car accompanied by a postman.
Werving served as senior travel expeditéthen Mail, containing currency that had arrived in the
Werving, in the spring of 1888, was slated to becomeening on th&/yborg day train, as well as similar
postal administration cashjehe post of senior travelmail handled there borg), would arrive with the
expeditor was left open, because of changes in niedin in St. Petersbgrater the next morning (having
car ofice reoganization Werving, who was one ofdepartedvyborg at 4 a.m.)Actual mail cars were
the most notable &tials in the postal administrationnot part of night trains because of the cost. Some
received an honorary title in 1904. He died in 19@®nsidered rigging mail cars to night trains as both
at the age of 55. unnecessary and even detrimental to further

None of the initial group of travel expeditors stayambnnections, because exchanging mail at middle
with the postal railcar duties for very lonihe initial stations in the dark of night might result in the
travel postmen, on the other hand, remained witlishandling and mistakes.
their jobs much longer Initially the night trains would run only in the

Although the pace of mail carfade work initially summer months, but beginning in 1884 fraf
was rather relaxed, as compared to later years, rashtinued also in wintertime, and even then the mail
periods would nonetheless occiiispecially when went in the conduct@ car The volume of mail grew
mail quantities on the St. Petershuail increased tremendously in the 1870s and 1880s. Regular
rapidly. For example, in 1873 up to 500 letters wouttbmestic letter mail in the middle 1870s increased
be deposited in the mail car box along the roufegm 1.3 million a year to more than 4 million items
mostly from Helsinki. Sorting and marking the maih 1890. Of these, 40,000 were deposited directly
before reaching the next station would at times creat®o mail car letter boxes in 1876, and 200,000 in
problems. Often the sorting had barely bed890.The former amounted to 3% and the latter to
completed before arrival at Riihimaki, though thg8% of all postally delivered regular inland letter mail.
first mail exchange should have taken place alreadyrhe number of postal railcar personnel increased
at Tikkurila. The situation worsened when theroportionately as new rail sections became
morning train departure time was moved up fromoperational, and with it the transfer of malhen
to 9 a.mThe volume of letters in the railcar mailboxhe Helsinki-Turku rail-line opened in 1876, three



The Finnish Philatelist ¥oV. 7, No. 3 ¥iugust 2002 Page 27

new travel expeditor and travel postman positionsyesight and sided with the expeditors. However
besides the four already existing, were introducegpon closer investigation it was learned, that not
Until 1883, the mail car crew thus consisted of l&ven Sweden would reward postal railroad personnel
people.The completion of the Ostrobothnia railvith special retirement bonuseAs a result, the
greatly increased the need for personnel, becaus&ehate turned down the expeditorsO request.
the long distances. Exampl€avel one way from  Not only were long work hours and mail cafio#
Helsinki to Oulu at the time of the rail sectioronditions part of postal railcar employment, but also
introduction in 1886 took 37 hours 25 minutes. Longdging at end stations. Unfortunatelery little
distances required several crew changes along theormation about these accommodations is
route, only to be followed by longfdimes. In 1889, available. Already in 1862 when the
28 expeditors and their helpers, as well as MSmeenlinna-Helsinki train was running one-way
postmen traveled with the mail calst that time, every other daythe postman had to overnight at the
the entire postal service personnel totaled arouather end, but of this lodging - nor that of other
1300. Of this numbethe postal railcar crews madgostmen - there exists no daferavel expeditor
up about four percent. Masalin, avyborgian himself, did arrange for night
As the number of mail car personnel increaseglarters invyborg for traveling employees prior to
more specific regulations concerning mail transpartail car trafic between Helsinki and/yborg.
would have been necessatyowever the 1881 Certainly in these accommodations as well as in
postal decree simply stated, that Orailroad mail sabsequent ones there was room for improvement.
duties be performed by the First Expeditor andla 1872 the walls were painted and wallpapered and
sufficient number offravel Expeditors.O No wondera new floor installed. But th@yborg lodging was
that at the end of the 1880s complaints were heang,longer needed by 1874 when the mail cars started
that railroad mail transport lacked practicalunning the entire Helsinki - St. Petersppuatistance
definition (See chapter Il in the next installment)in one day
On the job, mail car personnel were under quite aNo accommodation was necessary at first in St.
lot of stressThe shifts were long: In the mid-1880sPetersbuy, because the train fromyborg would
travel from SeinSjoki to Oulu took 15 hours, andnly arrive in the daytime and then turn badkien
the next day an equally long return after only 8 houttse postman rode on the night train, he initially would
of rest. On the St. Peterslgurail, time spent on the overnight in the St. Peterslgupostal building. But
job amounted to 14.5 hoursravel fromToijala to in the 1880s in that citya former merchandise
SeinSjoki took 1 hours, whereas between Helsinkstorehouse dice - cold and noisy - was used for
andTurku a mere 7 hours. On all rail sections, firdbdging. After numerous complaints better
day travel would end up at the end station{$)e accommodation was provided.
next daya return to station location(s) was followed With the completion of th@urku rail in 1876,
by a two day rest. lodging there became necessafye place was
Senior/elder travel expeditor salary according farnished with two metal bed frames, two mattresses,
the 1881 statute was 2,500 Fmk/month in additidour pillows, two blankets, a sofa and table, desk,
to a commission of 800 FmKhe other travel dressing table, closet, implements for washing, a
expeditors received 1,800 Fmk and a commissichest, a stand for hanging coats, 2 candlesticks, wall
of 600 Fmk. But the travel postmen received @dock, a water pitcher and drinking glasses. Not
considerably smaller monthly pay of only 320 Fmitavish, but suficient for basic needsAny
in addition to 100 Fmk for rent and 143 Fmk fowastefulness was shunned, so the chairs and drapes
clothing a month. no longer needed in théyborg place were instead
By referring to the pressures of the job and thesed inTurku. The entire furnishing totaled some
risks of injury the travel expeditors demanded, that00 Fmks.
when pensions were calculated, one year in mail car
service be considered as 1 3/4 years of employment

and 2 years as senioritccording to the 1866 Figure 4. Thee wee a lage number of straight line
railway station cancels used by railway clerks (who also

statute, an employee was to receive retirement at agg,ed as part time postal clerks) for the purpose of
63, after 35 years of impeccable service. Even tbgncelling stamps prior to the establishment of a post
postal administration leadership was convinced thedtice at the station. The first of these marksevput
postal railcar work was detrimental to nerves ar@fo service in 1862. The Perkjsmark dates fym 1870.
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MAILCAR FURNISHING seven meters. But the cars held up well. Still in 1920,
one was running between Helsinki and Kirkkonummi
The first mail cars in use were praised as wealhd the other betwea&farkaus and Huutokoski. One
constructed, which may have been true judging fromas temporarily used as late as 1952, but by the
their lengthy service. But nonetheless, after one yenid-1950s, these railcars were finally scrapped.
the cars began showing signs of wear and Reamels  The first Finnish triple axle mail car was built in
came loose and made a terrible banging noise wHiv6 at the railroad Helsinki machine manufacturing
the train was in motioriThe sorting shelves were inplant. The chassis interior length was 9.1 meters, or
poor shape and ready to collapse probably fromme meter longer than on the initial cars. Distance
vibration caused by uneven rails. Funds for repairstween axles was 3.2 meters, with the triple axles
were granted without delayt that time the cars evenly spaced underneath the. Gdre walkway was
were also painted and generally tidied de situated to one side of the mail cso that work could
following year the cars received new tables and the performed undisturbed from passerdihe only
postman®section got floor rugs. drawback, the work area became narrovizert the
More mail cars were built as new rail sectionmail car could now be engaged to the train in the
became operational. In 1871, the railroad machimdddle instead of last, which lessened vibration and
manufacturing plant was building two additionglerking.
railcars still modeled after the initial car types, Entrance was by way of a platform at one ekid.
bringing the total to fiveThree double axle cars builtthe other end was the luggage room, thicef
by the Pflug factories in Berlin, were taken into ussection in the center and at the opposite end, instead
of the 8-seat
compartment on the
initial models, there now
was a small compartment
for rest and a lavatory
The ofice section had
become roomieBesides
sufficient cabinet space,
there was also a long
desk in the mail caifhe
superb car design by
railroad engineer C.
EngstrSm received an
award at the 1876
Helsinki Industrial Fair
Besides, the car proved to
be well constructed and
scrapped not until 1951.

_ That same yearthe
Figure 5.A large cowd gathers at the PerkjSrvi station to await the arrival of th@Smeenlinnadmpere-Tirku
train from St. Petersbgr Photo is undated, but absence of automobiles SqueSter“Sreceived three triple
photo dates fsm about 1900.
axle cars from the

in 1875.The government had acquired these carlambug EisenbahnNagenbauAnstalt. Besides
from the liquidation of the HyvinkSS-Hanko railroatlrnishings, the car was also supplied with a seal,
company that originally had placed the orddrese stamp (cds) and pad, letter scales, paperweights,
cars then, unlike other postal rail cars, became ttigest, writing pad, candle stick, lamp and wash basin.
property of the railroad for a lengthy period of timeThis list gives a good idea of the furnishings in the
i.e., until 1907 when the postal service purchasether mail cars of that era as well.

two of them. But first, the cars had to ungera  The Hambug built cars proved to be of relatively
thorough repaijrbecause of having occasionally begmoor quality and even if plans had been made, no
in passenger servicdhese were also the smallestore of these were ordered for WMaasa rail section.
postal railcars used in Finland, interior length onlyitially, the plan was to place an order for



The Finnish Philatelist ¥oV. 7, No. 3 ¥iugust 2002 Page 29

the car situation was almost criticdlhere
were only 13 cars and.vere needed in daily
traffic. The two cars left (spare) were of the
smallest size and could adequately be utilized
only on the least busyaasa and Oulu rail-
lines.Two new cars were completed in 1888,
but with the opening of the Savo rail the
following year the cars were needed there and
the spare car situation did not improve in the
least.

The cars on the Savo stretch were triple
axles and divided solely into two
compartmentsThe walkway was located by

Figure 6. The following illustrations (figes 5-8) show some of the Iu_gggcile ro;)hm o.n,l}[sho the q‘ﬁce se(;;]on
the eriors or clerical mistakes associated with the cancelling degmaine ager_ an inthe previous qn N
mail on the railcars. These OmistakesO and othexsfairly ~cars were refitted to four axles in 1904.
common. \WWrking conditions in the mail cars weeprimitive by Because of the acute shortage of cars, it

modern standats and fequently the volume of mail could not became necessary to borrow from the railroad
be piocessed beferthe next station wagached so the station (hree passenaer railcars that were refitted to
number was struck déctly onto the letter or cdr On this 1877 P 9

card, mailed fom St. Petersbagt to Helsinki, the station number tempqrary extra mail CarS:
is inexplicably missing ém the cds. Typical for the postal railcars of the 1870s

and 1880s was, that they were built in brief
series that deviated considerably from one
another The reason for this was apparently
the desire to experiment with ngimproved
car solutions Also the insuficiency of
appropriated funds prevented any long-range
mail car purchases, which forced railway mail
service to make do with minimal equipment.
Besides, the cars had to a certain extent been
designed to accommodate a specific rail section
requirement, which made the transfer from one
rail to another more ditult. But since the cars
were new and in relatively good condition, mail
transport was managed honorablyf
difficulties arose, as in the spring of 1874 when
Figure 7. On this 1875 printed matter death noticenfr three out of five mail cars broke down one after
Mantsala, 17. 6. 1875 via railwaydm Helsinki, station 35, to e othey mail was temporarily carried in the

Traskanda, the mail van number is missingnirthe TPO cds. ductof tashed in th f
This missing mail van designation is a rather uncommdfPNductols car or stashed in the corners o

oversight. passenger cars.
domestically made 1876 type cars for the (above) DISPUTES WITHRAILROADS

stretch, but the plan was changed possibly because AND NEWSRAPERS

of cost, or rails had too many sharp turns for a triple

axle car Ultimately, theVaasa rail received some of As the volume of mail increased, so did a

the old double axles that were slightly lengthengmbst of dificulties more often than before, especially
and remodeled by replacing the seating compartmevith the newspaper publishers because the papers
with a small compartment for rest. comprised a laye part of the mailThe popularity
For the Oulu rail, two new double axle mail carsf newspapers soared in the 1870s and 1880s mainly
were built the interior length only 8.1 metershecause of an increasing interest in political,
Complaints were heard, that the cars were cold. economic and parliamentaryfaifs. The newspapers
Even after the completion of the Oulu mail carsvere sharply critical of even minor delays or
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difficulties were compounded by the fact, that
the papers had not been properly bundled for
each station separately
Postal exchanges caused problems too,
though the trains at first did stop at stations
for longer periods. In the 1870s, the railroad
administration became more flexible with
scheduling. For instance, the one minute stop
at PerkjSrvi on the Karelian Isthmus was
extended to 5 minutes in order for mail
exchange to be properly handlédot of mail
would go via PerkjSrvi because of the nearby
busy Muolaa post éice, but as a railroad
Figure 8. On this cat date lined Riihimaki, Janugr2, 1874,  station it (PerkjSrvi) was less active.
to *bo, ANK arrival mark, 5. 1 (74), the postal clerks must Most of the railroad station postfizies were
have been very busy because the only mark is the Riihimakhitially run by railway station managers and
station number30. not postal employees. In the latter part of the

Figure 9, belowOn this cad cancelled June 7, 1880,0fn 1870s, station managers were in geaof the

Wborg to Boga (Povoo), the postal clerk inverted the HYVINkSS, Karjaa, Koivisto (later Humppila),
Wyborg station number Kuurila, Loimaa, NikkilS, Parola, Raivola,

RiihimSki, Mustio, Urjala and PerkjSrvi
railroad post dices. These managers were paid
400-600 Fmk annually for their postal service, which
they did not consider enough especially with a
continually growing workload. Between 1860 and
1899 half of all post dice managers in Finland were
railroad employees due to the fact, that the majority
of small postal places, operating as secondary
businesses, were located along railroad rotitks.
government could not fdrd separate post e
employee positions, and rarely did this cause any
major grievances, except for the Leppkoski station
manager who could not be persuaded to handle postal
matters regardless of numerous exhortatidrse
postal administration therefore requested that he be
transferred to a station with no postal duties, because
in Leppkoski, due to a lack of space, no separate
employee operated postfice was possible.

The aforementioned incident ultimately came to
a close when the same station manager ran into
trouble with his principal employer also, and was
initially suspended for one month in the fall of 1888,
and then permanently let go.

erroneous deliveriesAnd with tight schedules, the Even the mail car employees were not always

handling of newspaper bundles often turned intdoimeless. One of the postmen traveling f\dmasa
struggle. to Tampere in the spring of 1883 had been so drunk,

When the St. Peterstmmorning train departurethat the conductqr decided to remove him from the
time was moved to 7 a.m., newspapers were allowigain at the SydSnmaa statiorhe enraged man
to be delivered to the train not more than 15 minutsiérted to attack the conductor and throw letters and
prior to departure. Postal workers thought that eve@wspapers all about. For his conduct, the postman
the previous 30 minutes was not time enouffe paid with his job.
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Another postman again on théasa rail had As the volume of mail continued to grptihe old
repeatedly been inebriated, and even joined practice of using postal cars mainly for transporting
drinking with travelers in the passenger.@ard an mailbags from one location to another would be
expeditor on the St. Petersigurail had many timesincreasingly abandoned@he 1881 postal ordinance
been so intoxicated that at several stations mail tsdted: OOnly standard mail, that has not been
not been exchanged at allhe expedito® conduct registered will be accepted for railroad postal cars.
had caused dismay even in St. PeterglAs the man All other mail that is not funneled through a regular
explained that he had not been on dbtyt attending post office must be fully franked.O
to his own business in St. Peterspuralbeit in the The continual mail volume growth was
mail car - the expeditor unwittingly revealed thatxperienced even in the postal railcars, where routine
frequently non-authorized persons traveled in thesks would become problematic in the shaking and
postal railcarBut the expeditor did not come up witerking of a poorly lit carFinnish emigrant mail from
any other excuse for his own drinking habit, excefpimerica added to the mail car workload on the St.
that the Lahti station manager would often timé&setersbuy line so much so, that this mail had to be
appear inebriated while on duty transferred on Ostrobothnia bound trains unsorted -

The aforementioned expeditor was first sentencgd majority of the emigrants had set out from that
to forfeit half a months salarput when he refusedprovince. Post dices situated at junctions were
to change his ways, the expeditor was suspendedifidormed that mail intended for postal railcars had
a certain period of timelhe postal administration,to be sorted by locations prior to exchange.
however told the Senate that the expeditor had to berhose newspaper publishers who would make sure
dismissed altogetheotherwise mail transport couldhat their papers arrived at destinations, did from
not be guaranteedifter years of wrangling, thetime to time have cause for dissatisfaction. In 1886,
expeditor was finally let go - receiving only half ofhe Vyborgian Swedish languag®stra (east)
his pension. Finland paper complained, that mail often made

The railroad administration had stipulated alrea@pleasure tripsO to St. Petergliypassing/yborg
in the fall of 1870 - prior to postal railcar operatiorend was not returned until on the next train; the same
- that only mail car employees on duty were allowédppened also when going toward Kouvola. Often
to travel in the postal railcar(s). But because of thewspapers disappeared entireWich was said to
initially rather leisurely work pace, non-authorizede caused by OfgetfulnessO on the part of
individuals apparently took advantage of thgassengers having read the papers in the mail car(s)
situation.According to 1872 rules, only a passengand then disembarked with thefthe most puzzling
with a | or Il class ticket was allowed in the mail cancident was a bundle of newspapers that
for brief visits only The rules were tightened in 1880disappeared without a trace and the publisher was
after a person on a Ill class ticket was caughdt notified until four days lateeven though trains
traveling in the postal railcar all the way from SSinigould pass/yborg several times a day
to St. Petersbagr After this incident, passengers were Another sign of hurry was the discovery of 14 old
allowed in the mail car only when attending to postaitters found between a crack in a broken panel on
matters, such as the purchase of stamps, subscriling of the St. Peterstuline mail carsAnother
to papers and/or magazines or for the writing sfrange and rare happening was the mail that
letters; and then to exit the car at least at the ndrparted Helsinki for Pori onTauesdaybut had not
station if not sooner yet arrived at destination the following Sunday

Non-authorized individuals were permitted in thBeammisaari, the subscribers of the
mail car until the end of the 1880s, albeit under stridtfvudstadsbladgtaper did not even receive a new
limits. This was possible because of the slow palsatch of copies that the publisher had sent to replace
of things and the fact that value items were nibte initial lost papers.
carried loosely in the cafhis in accordance with
the early 1870s regulation, when all registered andend of Chapter 1ITo be continued.
insured mail had to be transported in sealed packages.

During slow periqu, the postmen were allowed topy, a comple listing of the early agilstation straight
sell newspapers in the passenger cahe sale of |ine marks, see: The Early Postmarks of Filand,

newspapers was prohibited only at stations withqgymmesson, et. al., pad.29-133.
post ofice.
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ABOUT FABERGf AUCTIONS & CARL E. PELANDER

Text & llustration by Heikki Reinikainen
Translated by Carita Parker - From Filatelisti, 3/02

It is commonly known that the bulk of tAgathon the FabegZ collections (top classics were sold in
FabegZ collections were sold through the Harmetsndon) ofered by Carl Pelander either bought or
auction house in London under rather uncleagceived for sale in the U.S. which included less
circumstances in 194@e (in Finland) of course important stock. Nevertheless, the stock was quite
are mostly interested in the Falg@r unique plentiful because impressive Pelander-arranged
Finland-collection sold at that time also. OriginallfFinland auctions took place until 1946 or 1947. It
the auction was to have taken place on 9.10.1988n also be presumed these sales did not reach
(Oct. 9), butthe start ofW. W. II, as well as the expectations. If any of our readers has copies of other
confusion surrounding the auction apparentRelandefFabegZ catalogues, please send a copy to
delayed the scheduling, and the sale of tll Fraser or the author

Finland-segment did not
come up until March 14,
1940.

Due to the shaky political
situation in Europe at the
end of the 1930s, Falipf on
the advice of some
acquaintances transferred
his collection to England for
Osafe keeping.&fter the
war broke out, the collection
however was confiscated
and sold. Of this sale there
is available detailed
information, because
original auction catalogues
and like printings are
occasionally available at
Finnish auctions. But
because of the newly erupted
world war, the price level
apparently remained quite
poor.

What seems to be
unknown in  Finnish
philatelic circles is, that at
that time FabeyZ auctions
took place also in the U.S.A.

Carl Pelander is less
known in Finland, but in
the U.S.A. he was an
important person who
greatly advanced Finnish
philately Pelander was an
author and frequent
contributor to the SCC
journal. He was also an
auctioneer specializing in
Finnish material to such a
degree that he founded the
Finnish-American Stamp
Club in order to further
Finland-collecting. The
club later expanded to
include all the Nordic
countries and from 1942 to
the present the Club is
known as the Scandinavian
Collectors Club (SCC). In
1943 the Club began
publication of The
Posthorn, a quarterly
journal of Nordic philately
In 1968 the SCC
established an award to
perpetuate the memory of

Pictured is the front page of the January 27, 19@arl E. Pelander for his willingness to assist fellow
FabegZ auction catalogu@he catalogue was senphilatelists in all phases of Scandinavian philately
to me by Mr Ed Fraser who in turn had obtained it An offshoot of this genre i¥he Finnish Study

from AnneliHvidonov

Group that since 1997, under the direction of Roger

The interesting thing about this catalogue is tlguinby, has specialized in Finnish philatelyhus
fact that the material beingfefed is Finnish from sustaining the original club purpose of focusing on

1860 to 1935The initial object is a 1860/ 5 kopekFinnish philately
blue specimen size 10 x 5. It seems therefore that



