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Editor @ Message

First, I hope you notice that we have new envelopes with all the
words in the return address correctly spelled and the text under
the cachet properly centered. Such are the problems of a low
budget operation.

A few weeks ago | had the opportunity to attend HAFNIA 01 as
the US CommissioneiOur Danish hosts spoiled us with their
warmth and friendship and of course, fabulous banquets where
partaking of a second serving is mandatory according to local
customWe were kept very busy at the shdwt one day managed
to visit the outstanding Postal Museum, and on another day we
took a bus tour north through the farm country to Roskilde where

and theVikingeskibshallen (iking Museum).

| also had occasion to visit with a number of readers and
contributors from Finland, Germaningland, the Netherlands
and the Nordic countries. | briefly talked with Roger Partridge of
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During the past several years we have feadurarious POW post cds
from the WWI period. This aamas written in Swedishdm Ekefs,

Pl February 14, 1914 &m a son to his father held in the St. Petergbur

OOne-Man Prisorsenal No. 50 for transmittal to the prisaneXo.
784 with the prison censorship mark partially obliterating the addr
The messageads in part, ODear Dad. Thank you for the lettdad to
receive it no matter how brief. | dof@ve time right now to write a
letter, only this cad, so that youOleceive it MondayMany heaifelt
greetings fom (name illegible). dday | went skating. The ice was
wonderful.O Inasmuch as the 4 kopekdaate to Russia did not go into
effect until October 1914, the chappears to be 1 kopek over rate.
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The Gulf of Finland Stamp Booklet Dives into History and
DeepWaters - Septembeirssue First in a Series of Four

On September 6, 2001 Finland Post issued a stagiiire Baltic Sea, and the need fdiaént protection
booklet that introduced us to the world of merchagt the vulnerable environmerithe eutrophication
shipping, lighthouses and wrecks, marine researgfthe coastal waters is regarded as the most serious
and underwater habitafBhe booklet, containing five threat Agriculture, population centers and industrial
1st Class stamps, is priced at FIM 18. Maringtivities in the countries around the Baltic Sea are
biologist and research diveduha Flinkman, the main pollutersThe fifth stamp shows two typical
designed the booklet and the stamps representatives of the unique and vulnerable fauna

The only stamp in portrait format shows thg, the Gulf: the opossum shrimp and the isopod.
interior of the captais@uarters on a merchant ship jyha Flinkman also designed the First Day
built in the 18th centutyA chart of the Gulf of cancellation and FDC for the stamie pictorial
Finland, drawn in 1676 by the Dutch map designgfement of the cancellation shows information on
Hendrick Donckeran houglass and a pair ofthe Uts lighthouse and island, and the fairway as
dividers lie on the desk. One of the stamps featui@srked on navigation charts.
the upper part of the lighthouse at Utshe  gjmultaneously with the stamp booklet, Finland
lighthouse is located at the lower rim of thegstissued a set of five maximum cards with postage
Archipelago Sea; it is the first one seen by vessglsid to all countriesThe subject of the cards is the

approaching from the soutfihe first lighthouse Gyif of Finland.The set of cards will sell at FIM 35.
constructed of stone was erected at UtS in 1753.

Another stamp depicts tigankt Mikaelone of the

most important wrecks found in Finnish watérse SRR FACTS

Dutch ship, sailing under the Russian flag, was pnissue date: September 6, 2001

its way fromAmsterdam to St. Peterslguwhen it | Designer: Juha Flinkman

sunk south of the BorstS Island in the autumn pf Denomination: 1st Class

1747.The wreck was found by chance in the 1950s.Stamp-size: Various

At that time it was loaded with valuable goods frofn Perforation: 13 1/4 x 13 3/4

Europe ordered for Empress Elisabeth Petranth | Paper: Sopal 10 g/m2

the nobility of St. Petersbgr The fourth stamp | [ssue: 750,000 booklets

shows the ship more than two centuries later: a diyePrinters: Joh. Enschede Security

is examining the wreck and its treasures. Printers, TheNetherlands
The booklet also attracts attention to thle Printing method: Offset 4/0

unigueness of the Gulf of Finland, indeed of the
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Three Povincial Fish; The Lampern, Asp andVendace Make
a Splash on New Non-demoninated Class 2 Postage Stamps

On September 6, 2001 Finland Post issued thmdistinguishing features: the wide mouth, and the
new non-denominated postage stamps provididgstinctive, curved soft dorsal fin.
postage for second-class mailhe stamps are The vendace is a small shoal fish with silver
self-adhesive so called roll stamps, each rdlanks.The lower jaw is shorter than the upper one.
containing all three stampBhree provincial fish are It has an adipose fin behind the soft dorsal die
the pictorial subjects of the stamps: the lampern wéndace thrives in deep, clean lakes, but also
Satakunta, the asp of Pirkanmaa and the vendacsuivives in the practically non-saline northern part
Savonia.A roll containing one hundred stamps isf & Gulf of Bothnia.The vendace is commercially
priced at FIM 270. important; it®the only fresh water fish that is caught
The stamps were designed by PSiginionpSS. by professional fishermefhe annual catch varies
The illustrations on the stamps are collagebetween 4000 and 9000 tong&ndace are usually
combinations of photographs. 10-20cm long and weigh 10-7@rams.
| wanted to show the strongest characteristics of
each fish, Ms PSiWainionpSS says, Ol brought the
lampern well into the foreground to show how it is
attached to a rock by its sucker mouth. It attaches
itself in the same manner to its preccasionally
being removed far from its home river sucking
nourishment from the flank of the fishhe elongated
body is very supple, as shown by the rear part

depicted on the stamp.O In spite of being voted I[ne
provincial fish of Satakunta, the lampern is not really STAMP FACTS
a fish, but a vertebrate of the family with no jaw and
a suctorial mouth. Grown lamperns are 25638 | |ssue date: September 6, 2001
long and weigh 40-65 grams. Due to the cleaningesigner: PSivi \ainionpS$
out and damming up of rivers, the lampern fspenomination:  2ndClass (100 = FIM 270
becoming increasingly rarét present, there arel Stamp-size: 36 mm x 25, roll width,
lamperns in some 20 rivers flowing into the Gulf ¢f 31 mm
Bothnia. Perforation: Security perforation

In Finland, the asp is a rare species. It was sevefelgaper: Self adhesive stamp papelr
endangered, but timely rescudaefs in the 1980s| |ssue: Unlimited
saved the species from extinctiorhe asp occurs| Printers: Joh. Enschede Security
naturally in the Kymi and Kokemaki rivers, in othgr Printers, TheNetherlands
waters in Southern Finlan@his silvery cyprinid - | Printing method: Gravure, 5 colors
who turns yellowish with age - usually is some 50-10rirst Day Cover &
cm long, weighing 1.5-4 kg, really big ones may t[pcancellation: PSivi \ainionpSS
the scale at 8 kgThe stamp shows its mainp FDC price: FIM 11.50
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Three Povincial Birds, The BlueTit, Wagtail and Golden
Oriole on New Non-denominated 1st Class Roll Stamps

Blue tit, wagtail and golden oriole, the provincial The exotic-looking golden oriole is easy to
birds of Satakunta, Pirkanmaa and South Savondgistinguish by its slowundulating flight and the
respectivelyadorn the new self-adhesive 1st Clagsight coloring of the maleThe male is bright
non-denominated stamps issued by Finland Postymilow, has black wings and a red beak. It is very
September 6, 200IThe stamps are so-called rolbifficult to see, however; the shy bird usually hides
stamps, each roll containing all three standpeoll in the upper tree canopyt is a rare breeder in
containing one hundred stamps is priced at FIM 33inland. The golden oriole breeds in the

The new bird stamps were designed by Riekka south-eastern part of Finland, mainly in groves of
Piippo. The illustrations are collages, put togethateciduous trees near lakeshor@ée song is a
by combining several picturesThe birds, mellow yodeling, the warning sound is harsher
photographed at the Museum of Natural Histang
specimens from the musewnébllections. Pekka
Piippo and photographekntti Huittinen took the
photos.

The blue tit is easy to distinguish from the great
tit by its smaller size and the blue cap on its head.

The black belly stripe of the great tit is also missing.
The blue tit prefers deciduous trees; forests, groves,
parks and yards. One often sees the sprightly
lightweight-dangling belly up from the tip of a thin

branch. It is a versatile singenaking whistling as STAMP FACTS
well as crackling sounds he species has thrived
well during the last few decades, and extended |it$ssue date: September 6, 2001
habitat northwards. Designer: Pekka Piippo

The small white, black and gray wagtail is one ¢f Denomination: 1st Class (100 = FIM 330)
our most conspicuous birds. It is a common breedeBStamp-size: 36 mm x 25, roll width,
almost all over the countrifhe wagtail thrives in 31 mm
sunny open places near watesuch as all coastal| Perforation: Security perforation
regions and the archipelago. It jumps from stone|tdPaper: Self adhesive stamp papegr
stone, darts on quick legs along the beach burst|n¢ssue: Unlimited
into flight to catch insectd\n old saying says that| Printers: Joh. Enschede Security
summer comes soon after the wagtdihe first Printers, TheNetherlands
individuals return to Finland in late March or early Printing method: Gravure, 4 colors
April. Towards the end &ugust they return to their| First Day Cover &
winter resorts. Cancellation: Pekka Piippo

FDC price: FIM 13.30
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The 2001 Christmas Stamp®#re The last FIM-denominated
StampsTo Be Issued in Finland All Futur e Stamps in Eups

The Christmas stamps for this year
were issued on October 26tfhe
stamps are historical, since they are the
last FIM-denominated stamps issued in
Finland.

PekkaVuori, graphic artist, designs
the Christmas stamp3he FIM 2.50
Christmas stamp, at the special
Christmas card rate, depicts a little elf
girl with plaited hair reading Sanga0
thick ABC-book. The stamp with the
face value of FIM 3.60 features an elf
boy delivering a Christmas present
riding a sled on a blue winter night.

Since the currency of Finland
will be changed into euro in the
beginning of the year 2002, all
future stamps issued in Finland will
be Euro-denominated or
non-denominated stamps.

The stamps denominated in

The stamp year set and the yearbook
2001 will be issued simultaneously
with the Christmas stamp$he year
set, priced at FIM 158, includes one
each of all stamps issued in 200he
issue of the set i25.000 copies. In
addition to the stamps issued during
this year the yearbook includes
background information about the
stamps. Editor Juha PSrssinen wrote
the textsand the layout is by artist
Asser JaoroThis four colored book

with texts in Finnish, Swedish,
English and German, is priced at
FIM 256.The issue is 4,000 copies.
The Christmas stamp001 are
issued also in a special Christmas
set.The covers depicting Christmas
elves are desighed by artist
Marjaliisa PitkSrantaand in
addition to the Christmas stamps of

Finnish mark are not sold for postal purposes afté00 and2001, the set includes eight Christmas
December 31, 2001, but the Oold-styleO stamps @tiféimps from the 1990%he Christmas set is priced
be valid through 201 atFIM 35.10.The issue is 10,000 copies.

Editors Note, Continuedrfr Pag 1 are, nonetheless, other subtldetiénces, notably the

England and we continued the discussion of tléstance between the upper text (Oopen letterO) and

BjSrnborg-Pittsbugh wrapper with the previouslythe lower text (Othis side for address onlyO) which

unreported ENEMYOCCUPIED censor mark (TEP varies from 66, 67 and to 68 mm.

November 2000)We now know of three similar When we consider that 1,234,850 3 kopek cards

wrappers with this mark; to the best of myere printed in several lots during an eight year

knowledge, this mark does not appear on any othpariod, Alexandi@ theory is undoubtedly the

item. | have built up quite a file on these wrappeexplanation we have been looking.f@nly 324,850

and the ENEMYOCCUPIED censor markihere 4 kopek single cards were printed. It is not known

will be an update published in the near future. how many printings were made of this card, but to
In theAugust 01 newslettewe ran an article aboutdate, onlyType | cards are knowf.he doublecards

the 3 kopek Ring postal cardst HAFNIA, it was were printed in very small quantities (3 + 3 card =

my good fortune to meeAlexandr llyushin of 52,850; 4 + 4 card = 32,850); a single printing of

Russia, a leading expert on Russian postal stationeach card is likely

to 1918. | askedlexandr about the printing of the

postal cards and how it happened that we figpe | would like to mention here that | received a

| and Type Il cards, but only for the 3 kopek Ringhumber of messages of concern and sympathy for

cards. He said the Russian cards were printed in htilge losses sdiéred by the terrorist attacks in

numbers on several presses over a number of yedeptemberUntil | retired in 1993, | had anfide in

and he believes that accounts for théeddntTypes the WTC SouthTower, so you cannot imagine how

on the Russian cards, a distinction which hamsuch | felt your kind words. Liberty will triumph;

recognized byacit for many yearsType | andType there is no other choice for mankind.

Il cards were not printed on the same sheet; there
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COLLECTING FINNISH RAIL WAY POST OFFICES
by John MacDonnell

Covers and cards handled by railway po$icet extension from Lahti to St. PetershuwiaViborg,
in Finland generally are not scarce, nor particularijelsinki was linked with the imperial capital, St.
expensive. Collecting Finnish Railway Postfiod Petersbuy, on Septemberl] 1870.
material used over a 132 year period can be a veryfhe express trains with especially equipped mail
enjoyable and rewarding philatelic pursdihere is, vans, which travelled directly from Helsinki to the
however a considerable Ochallenge fa&ior OFinnish Statiori® St. Petersbgr, were operated
acquiring markings of particular routes and/oby the Finnish Railways, and in so doing traversed
particular mail routes, which requires considerabB5 km of Russian territory on their journey
patience and a great deal of ludke era, which  Shortly after the establishment of the rail link with
beganin 1862, finally ended on December 29, 1995t. Petersbuy, the first railway post dice
A glance at a map of Europe will reveal thatancellations were introduced for use in the mail-
Finland is a relatively laye country - fifth lagestin vans.The first FinnishTPO
area in Europe, but its population is one of th@raveling post office)
smallest and thinly spread. Due to Finland@st cancellers had the text in
areas of forests, around 55,000 lakes and a rigor@&msedish OFINSKA
climate, the postal service, which operated on tdERNS\VAGENS POST
extensive rail network, has been important in thH€tUPE EXPED: No:
country® economic and social development. [Finnish Railway Postal
Finland was one of the last European countries @ompartment Gfce No. ]
build railways. In most of Europe, railways were in illustrated right, Coach ONo. 3@licating the
operation in the 1850s. However in Finland the firgielsinki-St. Petersbarroute, and 0350 indicating
railway, which was from Helsinki to HSmeenlinnathe Helsinki stationThe earliest recorded Finnish
opened in 1862 using locomotives imported fromPO postmark is dated November 15, 1870. Mail
England.The line was extended from RiihimSki tdhad been carried in mail coaches since 1862, but no
Lahti in 1869, then with the completion of the furthespecial TPO markings were applied until 1870,
which was somewhat
later than the other
Nordic countries -
Denmark [1856],
Sweden [1862] and
Norway [1868].
On five of the early
routes, the TPO
cancellations

incorporateg an
identifyi~ng Ostation-
numbeO, in

accordance with a
Postal Instruction of
1869 which stated that
all mail handled in
railway postal
compartments had to
be marked with the
number of the postal

Figure 1. First RPO handstamp v No.] used Mach 6, 1874, fom TSskSnda compartment and a
[JSrvenpSS] on the St. Petersgtelsinki line. Station number Oapplied separately separate number
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indicating where the mail item had
been received.The routes
concerned were Helsinki-St
Petersbuy [1870-1889], Helsinki-
Turku [1876-1889],Viiala-Vaasa
[1883-1889], \Masa-Oulu1886-
1889] and Hanko-Otalampi [1886-
1889].
The excellent well-illustrated
article, OThe Helsinki-St.
Petersbuy Railway and the First
Finnish Postal Compartment
CancellationsO by Kaj Hellman
and Jussi Itkonen, which first
appeared in the FINLANDIA 88
World Philatelic Exhibition
Bulletin [in English, Finnish,
Figure 2. Fifth RPO handstamp used in 18851rSt. Petersbgrto UleEbgr German and French], was reprinted
[Oulu], on St. Petersbur-Helsinki line. St. Petersbgrbranch station O90n The Finnish PhilatelistVol. 3,

and RPO station 010, Coach No. 4. Cyrillic/RusBIaiLANDO stamped No. 3, August 1998 The article
in purple for postal clerks to déct cad to the Finland Station. carried a table listing the station

numbers on the line between the
Imperial and Finnish capitals.
Another sourcein Introduction to
the System of Finnish Rail-Mail
Cancels, 1870-19171hy Norman
Franklin, [in German] lists that
another four stations were added
to the line from March 31 to
August 31, 1889The additional
stations are Koukkala [8],
LuumSki [22], Korso [41] and
Pasila [44], with a consequent
reordering of the numbering from
St. Petersbuyy[1] to Helsinki [45]
during that period. Note the
change-over month/day in 1889
are at variance.
The rail network extended
rapidly - 1870 km
[1890], 2767 km
[1900], 3532 km
[1910] and 4087 km
[1917] with an
exponential growth in
the use of railway post
offices. TheRailway
Post Ofices proved to
be a vital, speedy and

Table 1. Bble of comparative costs. Except for the inflatigneeriod of 1920-1921, most economical [ see
the railways povided the most cost effective andte@rly the fastest inteity ~ table on the left] means
transportation system for moving the intigy mails. of transporting mail as

Figure 3. Seventh RPO handstampii\No.4] used February 8, 1893pfMm
Turku, via St. Petersbyyto San Francisco. Routeuriku to Helsinki.
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can be seen from the statistics on the
average cost [pence per km] of the
various means of transporting mail in
Finland.

Eventually 54 mail-vanspostivauni
were assighed handstamps. In many
cases the cancellers were reassigned
when a route was altered, shortened or
discontinued, which makes a simplified
classification dificult.

In the mail coachespjpstivaunu/
postvagn- in Finnish & Swedish
respectively], a crew of postal workers
sorted and cancelled the mail for onward

, ) transmission.As the rail network
Figure 4. Ninth RPO handstamp, KXPP. No. 1l [6 +TR6 bars] extended. so the number of routes on

o o S o e o Rihich the Railway Post @tes operated
by other connecting trains to Paris. increased in number
During 121 years of use, the designs

and nomenclature changed on the railway
mailvan handstamp®Vith variations in
forms and number of ornamentation,
asterix, stars, bars, in addition to
alterations, one could claim there are
more than 1250 cancellers, which makes
classification complex and fefctively
too clumsy if one becomes bogged down
in the sands of petty minutiae. For
convenience, | consider the arrangement
can be simplified and condensed into a
list based on six basic design typAs.
an appendix, | have attached a checklist
of basic 24 sub-types, which could easily

Figure 5. OP\I2¥{Route: Pori-Helsinki] cancelled January 26, be expanded.

1970, to Trku. This illustration was slightly opped and educed. There was a second type of railway
post ofice - a postal compartment as
distinct from a mail-van. From 1894,
some Finnish trains on branch lines or
segments of trunk routes had a special
postal compartment located in an
ordinary luggage van, which was
operated by one Omail guard®. In these
compartments [postiljooni-vaunu /
postiljonkupee@in Finnish and Swedish
respectively], mail which had been
collected was cancelled, but not sorted.
When the train reached its destination the
mail was handed over to local postal
authorities for sortingThese postal

_ _ compartmentsO handstamps bear the
Figure 6. H:FORS - P-GRAD No.2 [¥ = Nightain] on a 1916 postal abbreviation OPostilj.vO, OPosti1j.kO or
card from Petograd to Sweden.
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OPJV{@iound in five diferent configurations, with page book by likk@eerijoki, entitledPostivaunun
numerous variations in the ornamentation], followedatkassa. Rautatiekuljetuksen historia Suomessa
by code letters to signify the particular route, as can b&62-1995 which is a veritable gold mine of
seen in the examples belpWwigure 7: L-L[Lahti- information, great photographs, informative maps,
Loviisa], H-L-K [HyvinkSS-Lohja-Karjaa], J-Htables and diagrams and route informati®he
[JyvSskylS-HaapamSki], L-H [Lahti-Heinola]. text is in Finnish, with no English version
From a peak of 54 travelling fadées functioning in available. Surprisinglythe publication does not
the 1950€) theTPO usage steadily declined as roatlustrate the various styles of railway posfioé
transport and mail buses took ovAccording to the handstamps.
records - in 1958 there were 42 travelling posicet Yrjo Tielinen, whose research was published in
still operating; by 1973 the number had reduced to orlly issues ofSuomen Postimerkkilehbietween
18, and finally they ceased to operate in Decemt@eptember 1972 and June 1974, compiled a most
1995. The last style offPO cancellers OPVO, wammprehensive studfrhe 25 pages of detailed
introduced in 1957. information are a most valuable reference, but it
As a group the most di€ult to find is a small group is not a definitive work, as it is now outdated with
without postivaunu numbers which have the route nameores of revisions needed and the later period
shown, e.g. *bo-Dijala, Nikolaista-Or [Nikolaistad- until 1995, when the [a§tPO service in Finland

Figure 7. OPostiljoonivan®0stal Compartment Postmarkpes, 1893-1957.

Ostermyra], Kouvala-Kotka andfiborg-Walkeasaari. was withdrawn, not coveredlthough the text is
The variety of available material presents thia Finnish, the tables with their many illustrations,

collector and exhibitor with a dilemma of how to bestan be followed, albeit with some fidulty.

collect and dectively exhibit a collection of Finnish An article written in English worth noting is

Railway Post Ofices. | suggest there are severdlhe Railway Postmarks of Finlainy P S. S. F

options. First, limit the scope to the travelling podflarsden, a four page article {dibbonsStamp

office operations [routes and markings] on particuldtonthly, September 1994 - a good overview of

rail lines: the Finnish mail-van markings, althougiriously
[a] Within certain geographical regions, or ot completely ignores postiljonivaunu - the
particular routes only markings from postal compartments.
[b] Over a limited span of years; Do the aforementioned conjure up Oromantic
[c] Either or both mail-vans [postivaunu] and postainages® of Finnish mail-clerks working in a
compartments [postiljonivaunul; crowded, gas-lit steam-heated, feaxled mail
[d] A combination of the above. van as it rumbles through a forested Nordic

Alternatively, the subject could be approached as landscape on a wintry night? Doubtless it does
marcophily - a classification of the railway podicd for many as the allure and fascination of trains is

markings, according to: strong, and not only among railway Eiflt is

[a] Basic design features including varieties; firmly entrenched in philately as evidenced by the
[b] Identification of railway stations, day and nigh©TainsCExhibition in London in 1999, and the

trains, and particular routes; inclusion of an experimental Railway Philately
[c] Periods of use [earliest and latest dates]. class at theAustralian National Exhibition,

The Finnish Postal Museum published in 1999, a 3B@elaide Stampex 99 [7 competitive and 2 invited
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exhibits]. Perhaps the time is nigh
to consider ORailway-Philately® as
an outgrowth of Postal History in
the same way aerophilately and
astrophilately were. Railway
Philately as a class, would
generate considerable interest,
and be lagely free of the
contrived philatelic material,
which dominate [and in my
opinion, devalue] some recently
promoted experimental classes.

Figure 8, Right. OPostili.k. «-T
[Route: <bo-Toijala], cancelled
February 20, 1899, to Helsinki.

Figure 9, Right. OPostilj.. H-10
[Route: Hamina-Inkesinen] in use
1908-58, cancelledpril 3,1935,
from Hamina to Scotland.

Page 10

Figure 10, Left. OPOSTILJIVK.
POSTILJ.KURPOY: [Route: llsalmi
-KontiomSki] in use 1925-1930.
Cancelled July 9, 1930 to Kuopio.



