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Except for the faint Turku postmark, it might be difficult to identify this
post card as mailed from Finland. During this period, kopek franking
was required on all mail from Finland to Russia. Furthermore, the card
was addressed in the required Russian style to assist Russian postman
with delivery. The paper tag on this January 13, 1914  post card from
Turku is an inquiry slip or in this particular case, a rerouting notice
from the postman in Sector 1, Section 4 (Postal Branch 4) that the
addressee has moved to No. 56 Bolshoi Prospect on VasilÕeski ostrov
(island) in St. Petersburg. These tags are rather elusive on mail from
Finland to Russia.

As the year draws to a close, we are making preparations for
the first NORDIA in North America, to be held in Tucson, AZ,
January 19-21. Tucson is an excellent venue, the weather is very
comfortable for golf, hiking, sight-seeing tours and other outdoor
activities. There will be a postal history seminar and Paul Jensen
will be the guest speaker at the Annual meeting. I am sure there
will be a number of interesting Finland area exhibits which we
might want to view together. LetÕs sign up at the SCC - NORDIA
table and arrange  time to share some thoughts about our special
area of interest. If you are planning to attend any show in 2001,
this is the one. Make your travel plans soon because if you wait
until January, it may be difficult to find lower airfares and
convenient hotel rooms.

A cumulative index for issues 1-16 is in preparation and will be
mailed under separate cover. The final installment of Esko
SeitsonenÕs exhibit on mail between Finland and the Americas
will be published in the February, 2001 newsletter.

I hope you have enjoyed receiving this newsletter. We will do
our best to keep this effort going for another year. Happy Holidays.

The Finnish Philatelist is a newsletter
published quarterly by the Finnish Study
Group  of the Scandinavian Collectors
Club.
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ALEX 2000, FinlandÕs National Stamp Exhibition in Mariehamn, The •lands

Note: This report was taken from several publications,
primarily from ÒFilatelistiÓ, 7/2000. Additional content
came from the local Mariehamn newspaper, Ò•landÓ, 28
August 2000. The original text has been edited,
considerable content has been omitted and the editor
has added comments and observations of his own. The
detailed reporting on the exhibits may be of interest
because exhibits are never covered in this detail in the
North American philatelic press, even about WSP shows,
and this report will provide an overview as to what our
Finnish colleagues are exhibiting. Roger P. Quinby

The ALEX 2000 postage stamp show, held on
the last weekend of August, produced two double
gold medalists when FinlandÕs Erkki Toivakka and
SwedenÕs Lennart Ivarsson both received two gold
medals. One gold in the traditional category went
to Ragnar Graeffe of Finland for his ÒEstonia
during 1858-1941Ó exhibit, and another gold was
awarded to Jukka MŠkinen for his thematic display
on church architecture in Europe.

Toivakka received gold in the traditional class
with his collection on the m/1875 issues, and
another gold in postal history for his exhibit on
•land postal history.

Ivarsson was awarded gold for his postal history
collection: ÒSweden, Postal Documentation
1595-1855,Ó and a gold in the literary class for his
impressive work, Letter Rates in Sweden 1786-1830.

The show was considered a success by visitors as
to displays, organization and atmosphere; and the
warm and summer-like weekend weather brought its
own special touch. Besides locals and people from

the mainland and Sweden, there were visitors from
Great Britain, France and the United States. An
estimated two thousand visitors were estimated to
have seen the exhibition. Friday and Saturday were
the busiest days. There were five dealers, including
one from Sweden, whose sales stand provided some
real interesting discoveries for a few of the
collectors.

In addition to the •land Post Office, there were
postal service representatives from Finland, Norway,
The Faroe Islands, Greenland and Denmark. The

Finland Philatelic Society had their own table. Sales
at the •land Post Office stand were very brisk.

The show auction was organized by FinlandÕs
Philatelic Service Inc. The auction was unusual
insofar that the starting price of each item was 1 Fmk,
i.e., basically an unreserved auction which is not the
usual practice in Finland.  After the auction, there
were some happy faces in the exhibition hall.

Figure 1. Editor Roger Quinby is pictured in front of the Post and Customs Building in Storby. This huge building,
completed in 1828, was built by the Russians as a worthy symbol to emphasize the western most outpost of its Empire
in the Baltic. Today, the building contains a post office, cafe, and exhibitions rooms for local craftsmen and artists.

Figure 2. SCC member Kari Rahiala of Helsinki is
expounding on the finer points of philately to my daughter
and son-in-law (not pictured) at a Mariehamn restaurant.
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SOMETHING FOR EVERYBODY

The show had something for everybody. Young
people were instructed and entertained by the very
popular Gutte-club. The club had its own display
for youngsters. My six year old granddaughter had
a wonderful time with the computers and  designing
a stamp for which she received a lovely •land T-
shirt, compliments of the •land Post.

Speakers at the opening ceremony included: The
exhibition committee chairwoman, Anita HŠggblom,
Postmaster General Torsten Wikstrand, the local club
chairman and SCC member Mikael Erickson, and
Roger Nordlund, who on behalf of the provincial
government presented Folke Lšfstršm with a table
standard in recognition for his work involving
•landÕs own post office - the stamps were issued in
1984. Lšfstršm, originally from •land, is now a
stamp collector residing near Stockholm. His postal
history exhibit of •land was the first to receive a
gold medal in an FIP international exhibition.
Lšfstršm was being honored for his work as a
representative of •land postage stamps.

Governor Peter Lindbeck was also one of the
speakers at the opening ceremonies. As a
representative of FinlandÕs President Tarja Halonen,
the governor accepted on her behalf, a postage stamp
collection depicting Finnish women.

There was also an internet section where visitors
could study information technology. Introduced too
were the soon to be offered •land stamps, as well
as all the other Philatelic Service Co. products on a
CD-rom that included technical and background
information given about the provincial stamps,
maxicards FDCÕs, phone cards and meter stamps
(automats). Additional information was given also
through photographs and film segments.

There was singing on stage at the show and the
modeling of colorful •land folk dresses. Clown Jolle
and the Gutte-club mascot, Guding the Eider,
entertained the younger exhibition crowd.

The •land Post Office presented a preview of its
2001 issues. Other presentations dealt with the old
postal route and •land postal history. I had the
pleasure of walking for some kilometers along the
original mail route near Kastelholm. However, most
of the old route has been paved over and in other
places it has disappeared altogether.

Folke Wickstroim and Staffan Ullstršm
autographed their newly designed stamps, issued
Friday August 25th. Every day there was a special

cancellation. The show also arranged sight-seeing
tours of the surrounding areas. Mariehamn postage
stamps was the theme of one tour; another outing
led to the countryside with stops at Kastelholm and
KarlsgŒrden. Some visitors went sailing and enjoyed
a Sunday brunch on board the vessel, ÒNeptun.Ó

It may be mentioned that volunteers from as far
as JŠrvenpŠŠ and Turku were in charge of setting up
and taking down the exhibits.

LEO LINDER TROPHY TO
JACOBUS SUNDMAN

The exhibition Palmares and awards ceremony
took place on Saturday at the Maritime Museum
restaurant, the best restaurant in town with a
spectacular view of the sea and the museum ship
ÒPommernÓ anchored right outside the windows.

The grand awards were handed out at this event,
and Ulla Eklund of Helsinki was named woman
philatelist of the year. Although the news was
announced at this occasion, the actual awarding of
the trophy took place in Helsinki on September 12th.

The Leo Linder trophy was awarded for only the
second time at the awards ceremony. Last yearÕs
recipient was Juhani Olamo. This year the prize was
given to Jacobus Sundman of Helsinki for his
research into Finnish local stamps and his
considerable success as an exhibitor.

The Leo Linder trophy had been donated by the
Swiss Corinphila Auctions and the Karl-Erik
Stenberg Estate. The prize is awarded to an
individual who has actively presented and aided in
the promotion of Finnish philately.

INCREDIBLE COLLECTIONS IN
COURT OF HONOR

Displays in the Court of Honor Class were quite
incredible. With so many special and exquisite items,
there are not enough pages in the newsletter to
describe them all. The Goran Nykvist collection on
the early Finnish stationery alone, is truly grand with
all its research, Porto Stempel-covers, separate
sheets, oval value marked envelopes and their, as
well as, the m/1860 double value stamp covers.

The Per Gummesson collection  Ò•land - Its
History Seen Through Philately,Ó also includes
treasures rarely seen. Also in the collection are
interesting items such as a card to Loviisa (arrival
date 17. VI. 05) dropped in the mailbox on the

continued on page 16.
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Deviations Found in Type m/75
by Heikki Reinikainen, fr om Filatelisti, 3/95

translated by Carita Parker

Stamps of type 1875 differing from the ordinary
by their appearance are known in many values.
So-called Ôhard white paperÕ stamps in 25 penni
Orange Red emission LBe, (Norma Catalog
numbers) are well known. The printing ink did not
adhere well enough in the paper, making the color
surface seem broken and pale. In the philatelic
literature this variety is well described. It is,
however, a rarely found item.

One of the more recent findings in this area are
certain smooth-surfaced 20 penni stamps of the first
Charta Sigil lata emission, LAa. Information
concerning their existence is, for the moment,
practically nonexistent. The common appearance of
the first emission is somewhat grainy, broken and
fairly soft. The color of the new variety is well
mixed, the stamp appearance being beautifully
smooth and impeccably exact.

Considering the date of the cancel --.5. 82 (May,
1882) and perforation 11, the pictured stamp ( Figure
1) might belong in the last Senate printings  or to
the first two Charta Sigillata emissions. Strong relief
indicates Charta Sigillata production (cylinder
press), and the pale blue color does not have any
ultramarine shade. Therefore, the only plausible
answer is the first Charta Sigillata emission, LAa.
One possibility could be LBc, grayish ultramarine
stamps, because similar appearances are known in
this emission. The perforations of these stamps are,
however, always 12.5, thus assigning the  perforated
11 item back to the first emission. But, if there is no
cancellation date to support the identification, how
to identify 12.5 perforated smooth surfaced first
emission stamps from the third emission, is an open
question.

Smooth printing is known in the 32 penni
SAe-emission, too (Figure 3). The ordinary well
known appearance of the emission is smudgy. There
are radiating lines in the outlines and the color
surface is broken and spotty. The smooth surfaced
stamps have an impeccable color surface but
radiating lines may still exist. The appearance of our
pictured 32 penni pair (Figure 4), cancelled .3. 77,
(March, 1877) is exactly as described. Because there
is no reddish shade typical in the fourth emission
stamps, this item undoubtedly is part of the fifth
emission, as noted above.

Figure 1. Two 20 penni Charta Sigillata first emission
stamps. Typical grainy appearance on left. The new
finding with beautifully smooth color surface and sharp
appearance, on right. Note strong relief pressure marks
in the lower edge, typical in the first emission stamps.

Figure 4. 32 penni pair belongs in the SAe-printing
emission. It is confirmed by the cancellation -.3. 77,
radiating lines in the outlines and a color, which is
Carmine without any reddish shade

Figure 3.
T y p i c a l
spotty color
surface in 32
p e n n i
SAe-stamp.

Figure 2. 25 penni Orange Red and Ôhard white paperÕ
on right, the stamp picture is broken and paper appears
more white.
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Type m/75 Copenhagen Forgeries
by Heikki Reinikainen, fr om Filatelisti, 5/94

translated by Carita Parker

One of the most desired Finnish stamps has always
been the 32 penni so-called Copenhagen stamp printed
in 1875. When a collector manages to acquire one, it
is an important moment, a long waited milepost had
arrived. The name can be traced back to the printing
place and, it is one of the few Finnish stamps printed
abroad during the classic period. The printing emission
was a small emergency lot of 57,500 stamps. The
perforation is Danish 14 x 13.5 and, by price, it is the
most valuable of all type 1875 stamps.

Because of its price, it has been an interesting item
to the forgers too. Complete forgeries - to our
knowledge - are not known. Various perforation
forgeries, repairs and bogus items are known.

Regummed stamps also exist. The quality of such
items is commonly poor, however. Most dangerous
ones are probably the perforation repairs and,
especially, regummed items. In case a weakly
cancelled stamp has been altered, the price is
suddenly many times higher.

The perforation forgeries appear to be difficult
because of a comb-type perforation in use. The
sharp and uniform appearance, especially the
corners are very troublesome to reproduce. On the
other hand, the Senate 32 penni stamps as well as
stationery value stamps (impressions) differ from
the original so much that a bogus item is easily
identified (note my article on type 1875 postal
stationery forgeries, The Finnish Philatelist,
August 2000).

Detailed addit ional information on the
perforation forgeries is available in the new
Handbook of Finnish Stamps III, published in
1993. In the accompanying pictures there are
various examples of the Copenhagen forgeries.
Every one has required a lot of work, but, the
results are poor. And this, if any, will ease our
minds considerably.

Figures 1-2. Unused Copenhagen stamp is a valuable item.
In the pictured item there is a blue spot on the right below.
Some glossy spots are visible in the perforations 5-6 and
7 on the left below. On the reverse the details of
post-gummed item are clearly visible. Thick spots of gum,
extra dirt and gum spreading in the perforation holes 4
and 5 on the right below. A weakly canceled stamp has
been cleaned and post-gummed.

Figure 3. A perforation
forgery of the 32 penni
SAf-stamp. The
perforation row in the left
vertical side below is
even, but the wrong
perforation density makes
the extra large holes on
top necessary. The result
is poor, and the
impression of a genuine
item has not been
reached.

Figure 4. 32 penni
stationery cutout has
been perforated 14 x 14.
On the reverse there is
weak gum and several
unclear authenticity  or
expert marks.

Figure 5. A perforated
auction catalog cutout
item. Plenty of work but
the results are very
strange. Paper differs
from genuine paper, too.
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EditorÕs Note: Several years ago, Gerald
Knudsen initiated correspondence with
several collectors seeking to identify the
origin of the markings on this wrapper from
Bjšrneberg to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.
This is his report of findings to date.

The wrapper originated in
Bjšrneborg, Finland, perhaps in the
Offices of a Swedish pamphleteer or
newspaper. The label on the wrapper is
a printed address label used by the
publisher to send out his mass mailings.
Swedish folk, in Sweden and elsewhere,
often sent documents, labels, etc. using
the antique Gothic script, which is
nearly identical to the German script
used until the end of World War II by
the Germans. The publication, whatever it may have
been, was sent to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, probably
by a Swedish-Finnish printer. Mr. PŠimtš Sala was
probably anxious to get any news he could from his
native Finland and subscribed to whatever journal
was sent in the wrapper.

The cancel is a trilingual bridge-type dated 2. VIII.
18, (August 2), with the Russian text removed. It
was probably routed through one of the neutral
Scandinavian countries -- most likely Sweden and
sent with accumulated mail to England where the
violet ÒENEMY OCCUPIEDÓ handstamp was
affixed. My British contacts believe this is a British
marking. Because this was printed matter, the
chances are it arrived from Sweden an abnormally
long time after the Bjorneberg cds was struck, hence
the violet handstamp.

The Germans were helping the Finns to root out
the Russians and the Red Guards, their Finnish
supporters. The Civil War was won by the White
Republican Forces in May 1918. German units began
to move out of Finland almost immediately, but some
were still breaking up camps and technical facilities
throughout July as the equipment as well as the
soldiers were needed on the Western Front. However
communications being what they probably were
(chaotic) the British were not likely to be completely
aware that the Germans had left Finland almost
immediately. And the Germans would not have made
it known to Whitehall that fresh veterans were being
transferred to the Western Front. So, in August the

British -- at least the ordinary bureaucrat in the post
office -- would not have been aware that the Germans
had moved out and Finland was functioning as a free
and independent state.

The other markings are American I believe.
Probably the US Post Office in New York or
Pittsburgh would have assigned someone to read the
script inasmuch as the normal sorter could not have
spent time figuring it out. However since we have
no arrival date, much of this is conjecture.

Taking a leaf out of Sherlock Holmes, I think the
simplest solution is the more probable and most
likely. I think that nothing on the wrapper indicates
the Russian  post was not involved in any way.
Furthermore, postal communications between Russia
and Finland were disrupted in April, 1918 and for
certain, they were not reestablished when this
wrapper was placed in the mail stream. There is a
strong likelihood that the printed matter was sent
through Sweden via England, as the most direct route
to get the wrapper to itÕs destination.  And since my
British contacts are convinced the violet handstamp
is British in origin, that only adds credence to this
routing scenario.

EditorÕs Notes: However, several questions remain and
we would appreciate our readers coming forward with
additional information concerning the rate and the other
markings on the front of the wrapper. According to Esa
MattilaÕs ÒSuomen PostimaksujaÓ, the printed matter rate

Letter  fr om Gary Knudsen Raises Questions About 1918
Wrapper from Bjšrneberg to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

continued on page 8
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This postal card was written on
June 30, 1918, about six weeks
after the cessation of armed
hostilities in the bitter Civil War
between the White Republican
Government and the insurgent
Communist led Red Guards. The
card was addressed to Mr.
Begstrom, Judge Examiner of
war prisoners.

The card bears the mark of the
Turku War (time) Prison. These
marks are not common. The
message is part icularly
interesting and reads:

ÒHonorable Mr. Judge, I pray
for your mercy on my husband,

Verner Ruohola, who is a prisoner in Turku. Enclosed in
this mail also, release papers and guarantees should Verner
be conditionally set free (literal translation = Òreleased
into conditional freedomÓ).

Have mercy for the sake of a wife and 3 small children,
in the name of Jesus - this asks Anna Ruohola.

Lapland, Kaukala.Ó
The upper pencil marking: Looks like an abbreviation.

ÒMERK,Ó which could mean ÒNotation, noted, marked,
etc.Ó, along with the underlining of the name. The lower
pencil marking clearly reads ÒWith prosecutor.Ó

Unfortunately, we have no way of knowing if the judge
or prosecutor acted favorably on this request.

It is expected that in the not too distant future, Teuvo
Termonen and Jorma Keturi wil l  publish a third
monograph in their W. W.  I censorship series, this one
on the censorship marks used in Finland during and
immediately following the 1918/1919 Civil Wartime
period.

Although the domestic postal card rate was raised to
20 penni on April 15, 1918 and a small quantity of 20
penni Saarinen postal cards were issued on April 23, 1918,
the most frequently seen postal card during this period is
the 10 penni Saarinen card issued on November 3, 1917.
The 10 penni red Saarinen stamp was most often added
to meet the 20 penni rate.

Roger P. Quinby
Finnish translation by Carita Parker

Two Postal Cards From The 1918 Civil Wartime Period Bear
Inter esting Censor Marks and Messages;
A Plea For Mercy And A PrisionerÕs Account of Dreary Camp Life
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The censor mark on the
card (although quite
faded) reads:

ÒHameenlinna POW
campÓ, (literal translation
= soldierÔs prison).

H Š m e e n l i n n a ,
November 13, 1918.

Greetings pal from here,
and thanks for the card
you sent. It was good that
you still remember me.
Life here is the same as
then. Conditions havenÕt
improved any. The same
soup always served at the
table. I can write nothing
from here, since I donÕt
know or hear anything out

of the ordinary. ItÕs just the same old stuff, as you
know. Jot down something again for me to keep
yourself busy, such as what (you) hear about the
matter(s) concerning the release (of prisoners),
whether thereÕs any truth to it.

Good-bye.
(Signature illegible)

Life Without Hope Described By Prisoner in HŠmeenlinnia POW Camp

to abroad from March 12, 1918 to January 31, 1921 was
10 penni for the first 50 grams and 10 penni for each
additional 50 grams. This wrapper is franked with 15
penni postage which at the time was the correct
domestic rate for printed matter objects weighing up
to 50 grams. So, there is a strong possibility that this
wrapper was over franked at the higher domestic rate,
an anomaly peculiar to Finland during the period
immediately following the demonetization of kopek
franking on mail to foreign destinations effective March
12, 1918.

The circular handstamp with the number Ò2Ó  in the
center and the handwritten circled Ò117Ó remain
unidentified although they are thought to be markings
affixed in the United States. Additional information on
these markings would be appreciated. Please send your
comments to the Editor.

continued from Page 6
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Cancelled m/30 Definitive Series - Part III
by Hannu Kauppi, translated by Carita Parker

reprinted fr om Abophil, No. 3, 2000

The third part of the series deals with stamp type
rarities and generally difficult single franked covers,
as well as extremely difficult added or combination
stamp covers.

Mailings

In Finland the stamp colors  for various types of
mail as specified by the UPU were strictly followed,
and consequently there exist up to five color varieties
of the same lion stamp value, for instance the 2 Fmk
value.

The following UPU color specifications apply:

Yellow = Domestic post card.
Red = Post card abroad.
Violet = Domestic letter.
Blue = Letter abroad.
Green = Printed matter abroad.

The other colors were meant for added values (=
additional postage).

The commemorative stamps of the period (1930 Ð
1954) did not meet with UPU color specifications.

The UPU color specification must be uppermost
in mind when selecting covers for a m/30 collection.
This then becomes the greatest difference between
a postal history collection, and a traditional
collection. In a postal history display of the m/30
issues on cover, the color of the stamps must
correspond to the corresponding rate period.

When stamps of the same color have been printed
on two or even three types of paper, then in
conjunction with the first paper type, a cover could
be introduced indicating the purpose for the stamp
use. And with other paper types, perhaps even more
interesting covers or other mailed objects could be
presented. In a traditional display of these issues, it
is mandatory to show the different paper types.

The following list indicates only stamp values of
single franking covers and their appropriate postal
rates. However, the very difficult paper types of some
of the additional stamps must be included in order
to determine the number of points (under the FIP
point system) to be given the collection. (EditorÕs
note: This is essential in a traditional display.)

This listing does not aim at being demanding in a
literal sense; only, these thoughts have surfaced over
many years of looking for m/30 covers and other

mailed objects.

1. Extremely difficult objects

3 Fmk red, post card rate to abroad
from July 1, 1945 to August 31, 1945,
according to the rate tables but,
actually from the end of July until the
end of August.

5 Fmk blue, letter to abroad from
July 1, 1945 to August 31, 1945,
actually from the end of July until the
end of August.

1 Fmk green printed matter to
abroad, outside of Scandinavia,
October 1, 1942 to August 31, 1945.

Figure 1. A blue 5 Fmk letter to abroad by surface mail from July 1, 1945
to August 31, 1945, is one of the most difficult m/30 objects.
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1,75 Fmk yellow, special post card rate to
Germany April 1, 1931 to August 31, 1942.

5 penni stamp on cellulose paper on any mailing
beginning at the end of 1944.

10 penni stamp on cellulose paper on any mailing
beginning in 1945.

9 Fmk postal building stamp,
registered letter to abroad from
October 1, 1942 to June 30, 1945,
(4.5 + 4.5 Fmk).

20 Fmk postal building stamp,
registered letter to abroad from
September 1, 1945 to January 15,
1946, possible only to a few
countries.

2. Difficult objects

2.5 Fmk red, post card to abroad
from January 1, 1942 to June 30,
1945.

4.5 Fmk blue, letter to abroad
from January 1, 1942 to June 30,
1945.

2 Fmk yellow, special post card rate to Germany,
from September 1, 1942 to September 8, 1944.

2,75 Fmk violet, special letter rate to Germany,
from April 1, 1942 to August 31, 1942.

3 Fmk green, printed matter rates to abroad from
January 1, 1948 to June 30, 1948. The
stamp was issued on February 9, 1942.

3 Fmk gray printed matter abroad from
January 1, 1948 to June 30, 1948, stamp
not intended for then existing rate.

6 Fmk red, post card rate to abroad from
September 1, 1945 to December 31,1946.
The stamp was issued on October 29,
1945.

12/10 Fmk violet, letter rate to abroad
from February 9, 1948 to June 30, 1948.
The rate went into effect on January 1,
1947.

24 Fmk brown, registered letter rate to
abroad from April 26, 1948 to June 30,
1948, a rare exception for a stamp intended
for domestic registered letter traffic.

Figure 2. The green 1 Fmk (paper type LSP - see TFP, August, 2000, page
7) printed matter to Germany did not comply with the postal agreement,
and is one of the great gems in a collection (October 1, 1942 to August
31,1945).

Figure 3. 10 penni SP on any mailed item is a great rarity.
JOENSUU postmark, 14. 12. 44, is the earliest known. Insured
COD parcel is in itself quite a difficult object.
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3. Moderately difficult
objects

7 Fmk red post card
rate to abroad from
January 1, 1947 to June
30, 1948. The stamp was
issued on February 10,
1947.

3 Fmk yellow inland
post card rate from July
1,1945 to January
1,1946. The stamp was
issued on November 16,
1946,

6 Fmk green printed
matter rate to foreign
destinations outside of
Scandinavia, from July 1,
1948 to October 31,
1949, The stamp was issued September 13, 1948.

10 Fmk blue letter rate to abroad from September
1, 1945 to December 31, 1946. The stamp was issued
on November 16, 1945.

4. Inconveniently difficult objects

2 Fmk green, printed matter rate to foreign
destinations outside of Scandinavia, from September
1, 1945 to December 31, 1946. The stamp was issued

on October 29, 1945.

2.5 Fmk green, printed matter rate
to foreign destinations outside of
Scandinavia, from January 1, 1947
to December 31, 1947. The stamp
issued on January 20, 1947.

8 Fmk green, printed matter rate
to abroad from November 1, 1949 to
December 31, 1951. The stamp was
issued on January 9, 1950. A
considerably better object is the
stamp on newspaper or magazine
wrapper to abroad; same date and
rate.

All 1940s and 1950s blue issues
(Fmk 12, 15, 20, and 25)
individually on letters to abroad.

4 Fmk olive, local inland letter rate

Figure 4. Fmk 9 postal building (LSP) as single mailing on registered
letter abroad might be the only known specimen.

Figure 5. The 3 Fmk green on printed matter abroad has for some reason
not achieved its rightful appreciation. Because of all the printed matter
it was definitely the most difficult. Date of use February 3,1948 to June
30,1948.
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from July 1, 1945 to January 15, 1946.

5 Fmk violet, domestic letter rate
from July 1, 1945 to January 15, 1946.
The stamp was issued on October 29,
1945.

1.20 Fmk red, on post cards to abroad
from January 1, 1930 to November 30,
1931.

40 penni green, printed matter rate to
abroad from January 1, 1930 to
November 30, 1931.

If one were to look for specialties,
they surely would be plentiful among
the designs and even the lions - each
specimen more interesting than the
other, although not examined in this
article.

Fees, such as air, registration, postal orders, COD
etc., and their combinations appear neatly as
individually used. Second, third, etc., weight class
mailings should not be forgotten either. And likewise
worthy of attention are postal forms (inquiries, return

Figure 6. The violet Fmk 12/10 intended
for domestic use was valid also on
letters to abroad for a good 3 months;
and a good example of a curiosity.

Figure 7. During the postal agreement period between Finland
and Germany, domestic rates were used between the two
countries. An interesting example is the 10 Fmk Saimaa (SP)
single registered airmail letter, 28. VIII. 44.

claims, C.O.D. corrections/changes, proof of receipt,
postage due and so on); all of which add more
interest to a collection and therefore should be
included in balanced measure.
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In general Finland and Bolshevik Russia did not
have any official postal agreement after the 1918
Civil War in Finland. However some mail went
through the border in both directions at several
control points. Rajajoki was one such location; it
had border offices that handled mail exchange and
control activities.

Most likely the cover shown in Figure 1 was
franked with Finnish issues to the destination
addressee in Helsinki because Russian stamps were
not valid in Finland (Figure 5). Technically, this
extraordinary cover was sent from Russia to Finland
with Finnish franking. The 40 penni franking was
the correct letter rate for mail originating in Finland
addressed to a destination within Finland. The use
of the Wasa issues nevertheless was also unusual.
One possibility is that the sender carried the Finnish
stamps with him and applied the franking before
the letter was processed at the Russian censorship
and control office at the Finnish-Russian border at
Rajajoki.

The stamps were cancelled with a Petrograd
Military Post, Telegraph and Border Control
Authority (PMPT&BCA) hand stamp with violet
ink. The hand cancel stamp has a star in the center,
the symbol of the Bolshevik revolution.

According to Jorma Keturi the handstamp on the
cover is a new stamp of the PMPT&BCA.  On the
back there is a fairly common three line censor tape
of the PMPT&BCA and the censorÕs personal stamp,
No. 1609. This type of personal censor stamp is also
very common and there are hundreds of similar
stamps with different numbers. However, we do not
know which personal censor marks are known to
have been used at the Rajajoki border office.

When the cover was passed to the Finnish post
office it was stamped with the Rajajoki ÒTarkastettuÓ
(inspected) censor mark (Figure 3) without
additional transit postmarks and backstamped in
Helsinki, 8. IX. 18.  The ÒTarkastettuÓ mark,
although not scarce, is rather difficult, especially
on a cover franked with Wasa issues.

We do not as yet have the complete story about
this unusual cover so we invite your comments and
additional information. Jorma Keturi provided the
information on the Russian PMPT&BCA
cancellation mark, censorship tape and personal
mark of Censor No. 1609.

1918 Russian - Finnish Mail Exchange at Rajajoki, Showing
Russian Military Cancellations and Finnish Censorship Marks

Figures 1 & 2. Front and back of cover mailed from
Russia with Finnish postage to Helsinki, backstamped,
8. IX. 18. The cover was franked with the undated
Petrograd military hand stamp, opened, inspected,
resealed, and then struck with the censorÕs personal
mark. All  covers  which passed from Russia to Finland,
via Rajajoki during this period bear similar marks.

 Figure 3. On the Finnish side of Rajajoki exchange office,
the censor struck each item with the ÒTarkastettuÓ  (=
inspected)  handstamp. This cover and the one shown on
the next page was struck with stamp No. 1. At least three
stamps are known. According to Suomen Sensuurileimat,
a monograph of Finnish censor marks from 1914 to 1945,
the ÒTarkastettuÓ mark was in use for just three months,
September through November, 1918.

Figure 4. This type of personal censor mark was used on
the Russian side of the postal exchange office at Rajajoki.

continued on the next page



The Finnish Philatelist ¥ Vol. 5, No. 4 ¥ November 2000 Page 14

2001 Personalized Christmas Stamps with Restricted
Availability Intr oduced at Helsinki Stamp Fair November 3-5

This yearÕs Christmas stamps were designed by
Ms. Katriina Viljamaa Rissanen. The FIM 2.50
stamp, specially denominated for Christmas cards,
features ÒTiernapoiatÓ, the players in a traditional
Finnish Christmas tableau, while the FIM 3.50
stamp, postage for domestic 1st Class letters, depicts
a Christmas decoration with birds.

The FIM 2.50 is valid postage for Christmas cards
until 15 December. Cards sent later will need a FIM
3.50 stamp.

These are the first ever self-adhesive Christmas
stamps. The die lines along the sheet, that do not
touch the stamps, are also a new feature. The FIM
2.50 stamp will be issued in panes of 20, the FIM
3.50 stamp in panes of 10 stamps.

Katriina Viljamaa - Rissanen is first and foremost
known as an illustrator of childrenÕs books, but her
art is also featured on a collection of textiles she
designed for Finlayson, and on crockery by Pentik.

The artist took great
pleasure in the task of designing stamps, both because
of the challenge and the subjects. She says that
Tiernapoiat, a Christmas tableau based upon the
legend of the three kings, has fascinated her since
her childhood. This gave her a good reason to study
the history of the tableau, its costumes and use of
colors. The result of her work is a beautiful stamp
featuring the characters of the tableau; King Herod,
his servant the Knight, the King of the Blackamoors
and the Bearer, carrying a six-pointed star, singing a
text on events relating to the birth of Christ. For the
second Christmas stamp Ms. Viljamaa-Rissanen
drew a straw decoration with a bird motif. The picture
reminds us of the old tradition of caring for the
well-being of animals at Christmas: a sheaf of oats
is a gift appreciated by the birds.

continued on page 16

Figure 5. At the time, Russian franking was not recognized in
Finland. The cover was marked 80 p (penni) due, twice the inland
letter rate. From Jorma KeturiÕs collection.

Figure 6. There are two types now
reported of the Petrograd military post
handstamp. The type shown above is the
same as the handstamp on the cover in
Figure 5, left, but slightly different from
the cover shown in Figure 1. The editor
has never seen an item which passed
from Finland to Russia through Rajajoki
during this three month period. Have
any items survived?
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The Grouse, the Provincial Bird of Southern
Lapland, and the Whitefish are featured on the new
self-adhesive 1st and 2nd Class definitive issues
without a printed face value. The stamps were
issued on 5 September.

The stamps are designed for the use of small
businesses and associations. They are so-called roll
stamps, sold in rolls of 100 stamps, packaged in a
handy dispenser box.

The box containing 100 1st Class stamps sells at
FIM 3.30, that with 100 2nd Class stamps at FIM
2.70.

The roll stamps can be ordered in batches of five
stamps at the Philatelic Center of Finland Post. To
subscribers for stamps, the Philatelic Center will
send any amount ordered.

The Grouse stamp was designed by Mr. Pekka
Piippo, the Whitefish stamp by Ms. Minna Luorna.
These designers also designed the previous stamps
featuring provincial birds and fish. They also
designed the dispenser boxes.

The series of stamps presenting Provincial birds
and fish was commenced in 1998. The Blackbird
and the Pike-perch of Uusimaa and the Bluethroat
and Salmon of Lapland are the previous stamps in
this series.

The new stamp features the head of the grouse
(Lagopus lagopus) in winter plumage. The only

Grouse and Whitefish on First and 2nd Class Definitive Issues

nonwhite part is the red, curved line above the eyes.
In the summer the plumage  of the grouse is reddish
brown. The wings are white all year. This bird is a
forest hen, 37-42 cm in length and weighing 450-750
grams. It thrives in birch and willow brush, and along
the rims of marshes. The grouse is a common nester
in Lapland and in Central Finland. The nest of the
grouse, seen on the dispenser box, is built on the
ground, often at the rim of a marsh, close to a creek
or in a small depression in the ground. The nest is
clad with leaves, moss and feathers, and very well
concealed under grass and twigs. The hen lays 8-12
eggs in May-June, the chicks hatch in 20 days.

The whitefish belongs to the salmon family. There
are several subspecies or varieties. According to the
classification adopted in Finland, there are six
subspecies. All are silvery with a dark backside and
a full white belly. The fins are dark gray. The jaw is
shorter than the maxilla. All varieties have a small
head and an elongated body. The length of the
whitefish is normally 20 to 50 cm, and the weight
anything between a few hundred grams to 1 .5 kg.
All varieties are delicious. The whitefish has for a
long time been bred and planted out in waters in
various parts of Finland. The whitefish thrives in
cool lakes, rivers and in coastal waters. The
spawning season is in the autumn, when the water
has cooled to 2-5 degrees centigrade.

Grouse Stamp Facts

Issue date: September 5, 2000
Face value: FIM 3.30 (100 x 1st Class)
Issued: Unlimited
Designer: Pekka Piippo
Perforation: Security Perforation
Stamp size: 36 mm x 25 mm, roll width 31 mm
Paper: Stamps: self-adhesive stamp paper,

Box: cardboard, 260 g/M2
Printers: Joh. Enschecede Security Printers,

The Netherlands
Printing method: Stamps: gravure, 4 colors +

mother-of-pearl effect.

Whitefish Stamp Facts

Issue date: September 5, 2000
Face value: FIM 2.70 (100 x 2nd Class)
Issued: Unlimited
Designer: Minna Luoma
Perforation: Security Perforation
Stamp size: 36 mm x 25 mm, roll width 31 mm
Paper: Stamps: self-adhesive stamp paper,

Box: cardboard, 260 g/M2
Printers: Joh. Enschecede Security Printers,

The Netherlands
Printing method: Stamps: gravure, 4 colors +

mother-of-pearl effect.
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The personalized stamp is big news right now, a
novelty hitherto offered by a few Posts, e.g. those
of Australia, Canada and the UK, have recently
offered their customers. Now Finland Post will
introduce an issue of its own. The customer will get
a set of self-adhesive photographs of her/or himself,
to be affixed to a label se-tenant to a FIM 3.50
Christmas stamp, at the Stamp Fair at the Helsinki
Fair Centre, on 3-5 November, and later at Santa
ClausÕ Main Post Office at the Polar Circle in
Lapland. The photographs for the personalized
stamps can be obtained on location only. A set of 20
Christmas stamps with se-tenant labels and 20
self-adhesive photos sells at FIM 150.

One million personalized Christmas stamp frames
will be issued.

continued from page 14
Christmas Stamp Facts

Issue date: November 11, 2000
Face value: FIM 2.50 and 3.50
Issued: FIM 2.50 = 55 million

FIM 3.50 = 12 million
Designer: Katriina Viljamaa-Rissanen
Perforation: 14.5 x 13.5
Stamp size: 36 mm x 25 mm, roll width 31 mm
Paper: Self-adhesive stamp paper,
Printers: Joh. Enschecede Security Printers,

The Netherlands
Printing method: Stamps: gravure, 4 colors +

mother-of-pearl effect.
First Day Cover & Cancellation Design:

Katriina Viljamaa-Rissanen

steamer ÒBore IÓ en route to Stockholm. Shown are
both card cancellations, of which the first obviously
is from Stockholm, and the picture side with a
message to the addressee.

An example of other philatelic gems, worth
mentioning, is a cover from Turku, 18. I. 1870, to
Dagerby. The stamps on it are a single big-toothed,
1867 serpentine 5 penni and a row of three of which
the left-side stamp is in a t•te b•che position, an
extraordinary item. See Figure 3.

Equally grand was the Helsinki cover via Eckerš
to Stockholm with five (5) round-cut 10 kopek ovals,
and added two (2) corresponding 5 kopek ovals.

Among Crown Post there was, for instance, one
very beautifully colored two (2) feather letter and
another with six (6) feathers; this item is undoubtedly
unique.

Ingvar PettersonÕs display on SwedenÕs 1855-72
stamps was  equally superlative. The collection
includes gems from the 1858 coat of arms, and 1856/
1862 local issues. This collection too had much mail
via •land. One such item was a beautiful cover from
Stockholm, 18. 5. 1858, via Grisslehamn, to Helsinki
franked with a 4 skilling blue coat of arms block of
four and one single 4 skilling stamp.

NorwayÕs Svein Arne HansenÕs collection
ÒDestination NorwayÓ introduces comparable
material, but of Norwegian postal history.

The fifth collection in the Court of Honor was the
Folke Lšfstršm exhibit on •land postal history
1636-1936.

The judgesÕ category included the Bo Sšderholm
collection on mail to and from Finland in the area of
the Baltic between 1739-1939. This outstanding
exhibit was shown at Sandical, (San Diego,
California), in January of this year, and Bo was the
featured speaker at the SCCÕs Annual Meeting.

ALEX 2000 may well have been host to the finest
display of •land Island material ever shown.

SIX GOLD MEDALISTS

 Most collections in the competition classes were
from Finland (53) due to the fact that this happened
to be the only Finnish national exhibit of the year.
The second largest number came from Sweden (13);
third was Great Britain (5), followed by Germany
(2). There was one display each from the U.S.,
Estonia and Denmark. Those categorized as separate
nations in the bulletin, namely •land (3) and The
Faroe Islands (1) were included in the total count of
actual countries.

The postal history class had the most entries (29),
second the open class (16), and third the traditional
(15). There were seven (7) displays in the thematic
class.

The exhibition with the highest points (89, gold)
and Prix dÕHonneur went to Erkki Toivakka for his
traditional collection ÒFinland, 1875-1884 Definitive
Series.Ó This exhibit received 85 points and a large
vermeil in the Turku NORDIA 99 show a year ago,
and so the standing has indeed improved.

ALEX, 2000 continued from page 3
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post (Eckerš, Kastelholm, Skarpans) with
Mariehamn the principal; as well as the mail of 14
provinces. Also included are: The Crimean War
blockade, WWI mail, and military post.

One of the reasons for the interest in •land mail
is the fact that the province had more than 100
inhibited islands, several post offices, and varied
cancellations. Toivakka noted in the introduction to
the exhibit the important role the province served
as a postal delivery link between Sweden, Finland

and the Baltics.
The other double gold medalist was

Lennart Ivarsson of Sweden. This postal
history collection ÒSweden, Postal
Documentation 1595-1855Ó, received 86
points, gold and the Prix dÕHonneur. The
purpose of the collection was to present
the most important aspects of the essential
milestones that affected the development
of postal deliveries. The idea thus was not
to introduce, for instance, all variations of
one particular type cancellation, but
instead the first mark usage for that type
or for that class of postal service.

The oldest mail in the Ivarsson
collection was a letter by courier post from
December 1595, sent by a government
administrator named Karl who later
ascended the throne as King Karl IX.

There are 23 covers from the 1600Õs, 29 from the
1700Õs and the next 72 in the 1800Õs.

Of mail types, there are 11 courier post letters of
which one is a mixed mailing, i.e., it was carried

Figure 3.  From the Per Gummesson Court of Honor collection.
This cover, from Turku, 18. 1. 1870, to Dergerby, on •land with
handwritten arrival note ÒAnkon 2 Febr 70Ó (Swedish translation
= arrived February 2) plus customary ANK mark showing a 22/1
arrival. Also, note the left stamp in the row of three ; this is a 10
penni color error stamp which has been placed in the head to foot
position. This is a great rarity on cover.

There is a great deal of new material in this
particular collection. Sopme examples are: sample
bag mailed as second weight class rate, franked with
a 10 penni light olive-brown Sab; and a registered
Òtype 1885Ó,  25 penni stationery cover to Wyborg,
additionally franked with 10 x 2 penni pearl-gray
Lba-stamps. The stamps cancelled with the
Uusikaupunki numeral mark 182, plus a double ring
NYSTAD, 19. 5. 88, on the cover.

The collection also includes the largest known 15

stamp 20 penni block. In the opinion of one expert
on the type 1875, Jussi Murtosaari, there isnÕt much
more that can be done to improve on the collection.
Heikki Reinikainen, whose articles on the type 75
stamps are often included in the
newsletter, also attests to the quality
of this outstanding exhibit.

Toivakka says the catalyst to his
interest in the type 1875 was a 5 penni
t•te b•che (of the above type) marked
ÔSUNDSÕ 9. 21.-. in his •land postal
history collection. The object is now
a part of his traditional exhibit.

The Toivakka exhibit of •land
postal history  now received 86 points
and a gold medal. In the Stockholm
NORDIA 2000 last spring it received
85 points and a large vermeil.

The display introduces courier post
prior to 1638; private mail between
Sweden, Finland and the Balt ic
countries; Crown Post •landÕs oldest

Figure 4. A subscription receipt dated 29. 6. 1745, that SwedenÕs King
Fredrik received the German ÒEuropa ZeitungÓ newspaper of Kassel,
the city of his birth. This item was but one rarity of many found in the
collection of Lennart IvarssonÕs gold level exhibit of Swedish postal
history.
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part of the way as general mail. There are five (5)
Crown Post, of which one is a twice mixed mailing.
Additionally, there are two (2) military post letters
and the rest a general assortment of commercial
covers with various marks and notations. A Sexton

The collection text indicates the cover notations,
marks, rates, routes (i f  known), and other
information, however briefly, but nonetheless,
adequate. The display even includes such rarities as
a newspaper subscription receipt from 1745. King
Fredrik had ordered, for himself, from the city of
Kassel (his birthplace) in Germany, the ÒEuropa
Zeitung.Ó Also shown was a registered letter receipt
from 1779.

Ivarsson competed in the literary class, as well,
with his large work, Swedish Letter Rates,
1786-1830. This book received 85 points and a gold.
The several hundred page book starts with postal
organization and research,
but mainly the pages are
filled with table listings of
rates between the various
postal offices. Some Finnish
post offices are included in
the rate tables.

Ragnar Graeffe of Lohja,
Finland was awarded a gold
and 85 points for his
traditional exhibit ÒEstonia
(1858-1941).Ó An earlier
version of this exhibit, either
with slightly different dates
or without, had  received
82-83 points in past national
shows.

GraeffeÕs material is
good, but sl ightly more
philatelic information would
be helpful so the viewer
could get a better

understanding of the significance of the items shown.
For instance, in the Graeffe exhibit there is

included a very rare postage stamp booklet issued
in Estonia in 1930, but this is not mentioned in the
write-up, nor the reason for its rarity. Although, a
notation marked afterward on the page reads: ÒRRÓ
(i.e., very rare).  But still, the viewer is at a loss
about why the object is uncommon, since 10,000
specimens were printed.

The sixth gold, this one for a thematic exhibit was
awarded Jukka MŠikinen, a young philatelist from
Oulu. His collection ÒDomus dei - History of
European Church ArchitectureÓ received 87 points.
At NORDIA 99, this exhibit earned 89 points and a
large vermeil. It should be noted that award limits
in Scandinavian national shows are 5 points higher.

MŠikinen is continuously adding important new
material to the exhibit; for example, three color
proofs of the 1952 city design stationery with insets
of Helsinki - the Great Cathedral shown in the center
of one. Another recently added item is a church office
postcard from 1887, with a seal depicting the original
exterior of C.L. EngelÕs Great Cathedral without the
smaller side towers.

A new specimen too is the rejected printing of the
1930 Red Cross stamp of the Hattula church. The
Ehrenstršm copper engraving did not withstand the
printing process and was rejected. A new etching was
consequently done that withstood also the printing.

Figure 5. This beautiful  t•te b•che was
 the inspiration for a gold medal.

Figure 6. The old mail road northward through Finby, Sund, now serves as a village
road. This is a beautiful country road for walking or biking.
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THREE BEST IN OPEN CLASS

 The open class has now attracted some support
in Finland with more participants and more unusual
and complex exhibits, although it is rather common
still to see quite obvious thematic - or other category
collections introduced in this class. One example is
the Heikki Salokantele collection (2nd in the open
class) amusingly titled ÒIs A Porridge Ladle a Tool?Ó,
77 points. Included in this display is philatelic
information about single objects too. The title in
itself addresses some interesting semantics; what is
a tool, and why not a porridge ladle?

First in the open class was SwedenÕs Lars Enkler
with his collection  ÒThe people of the Baltic -
Glimpses of Our Mutual Past,Ó with 85 points. The
collection would have provided a ready base also
for the thematic class, although, it does contain
somewhat more varied non-philatelic items such as:
pictures, bills, cards and, clippings than
the Salokantele display.

A totally different presentation is seen
in SwedenÕs Ulla WengrafÕs collection
ÒMedieval Figures,Ó 76 points,  which
presents a freer format with colored
background of notable personalities and
families in the Middle Ages. There are
also more and larger non-philatelic
objects than in the aforementioned
collections. Like these, the Wengraf work
is likewise neatly done, but gives a more
scattered impression and is more difficult
to follow. Nevertheless, this exhibit has
the potential for significant improvement
in the open class category.

The Wengraf frames are divided into
four sections, each telling its own story.
The sections include Wil l iam the
Conqueror, the Duke of Normandy,
Luxembourg, the Kingdom of Bohemia,
the Bourbons, and the Union of Kalmar.
The first frame deals with rulers, the
second religion, the third poets, and the
fourth with artists.

Interesting to discover, that in the open
competition Paul IhamŠki had expanded
his theme on scouting to include Sweden,
70 points. And that postal historian Paavo
Salmivaara, often seen in the traditional
class, participated with his collection
ÒErrors - Exceptions Ð HappenstancesÓ,

60 points. Johan Snellman took part likewise in the
open with his collection ÒWith boat to •landÓ, 64
points.

Another interesting collection was the Bo Edlund
ÒIn the Life of an Old PhilatelistÓ (71 points), where
he (Edlund) reminisces about his life beginning in
the 1940Õs: His first steps as a collector, education
and moving on to the work force, marriage, the
purchasing of a car and home, and then again diving
into the world of philately. An amusing item in
EdlundÕs collection is the first traffic ticket he
received in 1958, for riding his bike without a
taillight. Confessions and possibilities, the open class
has expanded our philatelic horizons again for new
and experienced philatelists alike.

The Anatasia Lapsui collection ÒThe Songs in My
HeartÓ tells about the life of her people on the tundra,
where nature and animals constitute an important
part of survival. The collection contains a number
of lovely stationery items with reindeer motifs -

Figure 7. The mail road winds through the fortress area of Bomarsund,
ending at the jetty just north of the fortress. From there the mail was
transported by sail boat to Vardo and eastward  across the islands
and the Gulf of Bothnia to mainland Finland.
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leaving one with a slightly uneasy feeling about the
future of such minorities in a changing world.

OTHER EXHIBITS

Johan Snellman of Rauma, Finland, received for
his collection ÒFinlandÕs Sea PostÓ 84 points, a large
vermeil and the Prix dÕHonneur - only one point
away from gold. In the last few years the collection
has received between 81-84 points. The collection
was started in 1984; it is complete, beautifully
executed, with many fine items and therefore it is
difficult to understand what is still needed for it to
reach the gold level. The Snellman collection
introduces ships and their routes, postal markings
on land and sea, private ship postage, damaged mail
on six pages, etc. All in all, multifaceted material of
fine quality.

SnellmanÕs second display in the thematic class
was titled ÒShipbuildingÓ. It received 65 points and
a si lver.  This exhibit described industrial
shipbuilding - especial ly Finnish - and its
technological advances.

Markku Lehmuskallio had two collections, and
received a large vermeil, Prix dÕHonneur, and 83
points for his collection ÒGreenland Postal History.Ó
The collection received one point more last fall at
the Turku, NORDIA 99.

The Lehmuskallio collection on LaplandÕs back
country postal history received 77 points and a large
silver. If this was largely the same collection as the
one in the 1996 FILA exhibition, then it had
improved by ten points.

I displayed in Mariehamn the collection of the
1918 Vaasa types. I arrived with my wife, Sue, and
our eldest son, Douglas. My daughter, Diana,
granddaughter, Carole, son-in-law Herve and his
parents, all came from France. We enjoyed the show,
toured the countryside, fine restaurants, museums,
and historical sites such as the Bomarsund fortress
and the Kastelholm castle.  The younger set traced
the old mail route by bike and I walked it for a short
distance as well. My collection was last seen at the
Iceland for NORDIA 96, there receiving 81 points
and a large silver. At ALEX 2000 the exhibit received
83 points and a large vermeil.

The Filatelisti offered these comments:
ÒOver the years, the collection has improved with

the addition of new material so as to be almost
complete. It includes, for instance, the ÒSPECIMENÓ
marked sample stamp series mailed to the UPU. And
a cover with the correct 50 penni rate from Vaasa,

29. V. 18, to Stockholm during the stampÕs initial
period of use. The rate was valid only six weeks and
only four objects are known mailed to abroad.

ÒThere are several striking items too, one is a
mixed franking on cover with three different types:
A 10 penni Vaasa, two (2) 5 penni Saarinen, and a
10 penni eagle type marked SIEVI, K.K. 11. V. 18,
to HŠmeenlinna.Ó

The Olavi Nummelin Greek Hermes exhibit
continued on the same track as last year, 84 points,
large vermeil and Prix dÕHonneur.

Martti Vuorivirta is a versatile show philatelist.
He has displayed a Denmark collection and two of
Norway in the traditional category. Now on display
was his ÒSaarinen design 1917-1930,Ó reaching 81
points (one point less than a year ago), and a large
silver.

The only collection on cancellation marks was
Juhani OlamoÕs Danish postmarks 1862-1874, the
two premier issues. This first time display was given
82 points and a large vermeil.

•land collector and club chairman, Mikael
Erickson, displayed his improved collection on the
provinceÕs postal history during 300 years. His
efforts and new acquisitions paid off with a two point
increase to 75 points, and a large silver.

Figure 8. These specimen stamps are a newly acquired
item in QuinbyÕs collection of FinlandÕs Civil War Vaasa
issues. These specimens were sent to UPU countries as
ÒsampleÓ stamps. In recent years, Botswana (shown
above) and Madagascar sold off obsolete specimen
stamps to collectors. These are the only known Vaasa
specimen stamps held in a private collection and both
sets were shown in QuinbyÕs collection at ALEX.


