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Editor @ Message

As the year draws to a close, we are making preparations for
the first NORDIAIn North America, to be held ifucson,AZ,
January 19-21Tucson is an excellent venue, the weather is very
comfortable for golf, hiking, sight-seeing tours and other outdoor
activities.There will be a postal history seminar and Paul Jensen
will be the guest speaker at theanual meeting. | am sure there
will be a number of interesting Finland area exhibits which we

p

might want to view togetheket® sign up at the SCC - NORDIA
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table and arrange time to share some thoughts about our special
area of interest. If you are planning to attend any show in 2001,
this is the one. Make your travel plans soon because if you wait
suntll January it may be dificult to find lower airfares and
convenient hotel rooms.

A cumulative index for issues 1-16 is in preparation and will be
‘mailed under separate covdrhe final installment of Esko
)eSeitsonenf)exhibit on mail between Finland and t#mericas
hawill be published in the Februgrg001 newsletter
| hope you have enjoyed receiving this newsleitér will do
L our best to keep thisfeft going for another yeaHappy Holidays.
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Manuscripts for publication are welcome.

Send all material to the Editoihile due care
will be taken, no responsibility is accepted fpr
material submittedAll manuscripts are sub
ject to editing at the discretion of the dtaf

; it

Except for the faintdrku postmark, it might be difficult to identify this
post cad as mailed fom Finland. During this period, kopek franking
was lequired on all mail fom Finland to Russia. Furthermmrthe cad

was addessed in theaguired Russian style to assist Russian postman

b

TFP is not copyrightedArticles may be re-
printed without permission from the Editoj
However attribution of TFP and the original
source, if appropriate, is requested.

with delivery The paper tag on this January 13, 1914 postidasm
Turku is an inquiy slip or in this particular case, aerouting notice

[ from the postman in Sector 1, Section 4 (Postal Branch 4) that the
addressee has moved to No. 56 Bolshagpect on &silOeski ogiv
(island) in St. Petersbgr These tags arrather elusive on mail dm

Finland to Russia.
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ALEX 2000, Finland@ National Stamp Exhibition in Mariehamn, The elands

Note: Thiseport s takendm seeral publications,the mainland and Sweden, there were visitors from
primarily sm OFilatelistiO, 7/2000. Additional con@tat Britain, France and the United Stat@s.
came fsm the local Mariehamn newsp@dandO, 28 estimated two thousand visitors were estimated to
August 2000. The original text has been editede seen the exhibition. Friday and Saturday were
considerable content has been omitted and the etit®usiest dayJ.here were five dealers, including
has added comments and oasensg of his own. Thene from Sweden, whose sales stand provided some
detailed eporting on the exhibits may be ofdstereal interesting discoveries for a few of the
because exhibiteareer coered in this detail in thecollectors.

North American philateliegs, een about WSP shows, |In addition to the ¢land Post Qice, there were
and thiseport will ppvide an @rview as to what oupostal service representatives from Finland, Noyway
Fnnish colleagueseagxhibiting. Rer P Quinby The Faroe Islands, Greenland and Denmaitke

The ALEX 2000 postage stamp shpiveld on
the last weekend &fugust, produced two double
gold medalists when FinlarslBrkkiToivakka and
SwedenéLennart lvarsson both received two gold
medals. One gold in the traditional category went
to Ragnar Graéé of Finland for his OEstonia
during 1858-19410 exhibit, and another gold was
awarded to Jukka MSkinen for his thematic display
on church architecture in Europe.

Toivakka received gold in the traditional class

with his collection on the m/1875 issues, anfi9ure 2. SCC member Kari Rahiala of Helsinki is
h Id in postal historv for his exhibit o expoundl_ng on thefm_er points of phl_lately to my daughter

alnotj er gtol hi tp y ™nd son-in-law (not pictied) at a Mariehamnastaurant.

land postal history

lvarsson was awarded gold for his postal histoRinland Philatelic Society had their own table. Sales
collection: ,OSweden, Postal Documentatic the «land Post Ofice stand were very brisk.
1595-1855,0 and a gold in the literary class for hisThe show auction was ganized by FinlangO
impressive workletter Rates in Sweden 1786-183(Philatelic Service IncThe auction was unusual

The show was considered a success by visitorsigsofar that the starting price of each item was 1 Fmk,
to displays, oganization and atmosphere; and thige., basically an unreserved auction which is not the
warm and summer-like weekend weather brought lisual practice in FinlandAfter the auction, there
own special touch. Besides locals and people froggre some happy faces in the exhibition hall.

Figure 1. Editor Roger Quinby is picted in fiont of the Post and Customs Building in Storblyis huge building,
completed in 1828, was built by the Russians as shy@ymbol to emphasize the western most outpost of its €mpir
in the Baltic. Bday the building contains a post office, cafe, and exhibitiawsrs for local craftsmen and artists.
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SOMETHING FOR EVERBODY cancellation.The show also arranged sight-seeing

tours of the surrounding areas. Mariehamn postage

The show had something for everybodypung stamps was the theme of one tour; another outing
people were instructed and entertained by the védeg to the countryside with stops at Kastelholm and

popular Gutte-clubThe club had its own displayKarlsg@Erden. Some visitors went sailing and enjoyed
for youngsters. My six year old granddaughter hadSunday brunch on board the vessel, ONeptun.O
a wonderful time with the computers and designinglt may be mentioned that volunteers from as far

a stamp for which she received a lovely «laifd as JSrvenpSS ahdrku were in chaye of setting up

shirt, compliments of the sland Post. and taking down the exhibits.
Speakers at the opening ceremony includduk

exhibition committee chairwomaAnita HSggblom, LEO LINDERTROPHYTO

Postmaster GenerabrstenWikstrand, the local club JACOBUS SUNDMAN

chairman and SCC member Mikael Erickson, and
Roger Nordlund, who on behalf of the provincial The exhibition Palmares and awards ceremony
government presented Folke L§fstrSm with a tableok place on Saturday at the Maritime Museum
standard in recognition for his work involvingrestaurant, the best restaurant in town with a
«land@ own post dfce - the stamps were issued ispectacular view of the sea and the museum ship
1984. L&fstrdm, originally from eland, is now a OPommernO anchored right outside the windows.
stamp collector residing near Stockholm. His postalThe grand awards were handed out at this event,
history exhibit of <land was the first to receive aand Ulla Eklund of Helsinki was named woman
gold medal in an FIP international exhibitionphilatelist of the yearAlthough the news was
LSfstrSm was being honored for his work as announced at this occasion, the actual awarding of
representative of sland postage stamps. the trophy took place in Helsinki on September 12th.
Governor Peter Lindbeck was also one of theThe Leo Linder trophy was awarded for only the
speakers at the opening ceremonids a second time at the awards ceremohgst yea®
representative of Finlansl®residentarja Halonen, recipient was Juhani Olam®his year the prize was
the governor accepted on her behalf, a postage stagnen to Jacobus Sundman of Helsinki for his
collection depicting Finnish women. research into Finnish local stamps and his
There was also an internet section where visitazensiderable success as an exhibitor
could study information technologintroduced too  The Leo Linder trophy had been donated by the
were the soon to be fefed eland stamps, as well Swiss CorinphilaAuctions and the Karl-Erik
as all the other Philatelic Service Co. products orSdenbeg Estate.The prize is awarded to an
CD-rom that included technical and backgrouniddividual who has actively presented and aided in
information given about the provincial stampghe promotion of Finnish philately
maxicards FDQG phone cards and meter stamps
(automats)Additional information was given also INCREDIBLE COLLECTIONS IN
through photographs and film segments. COURT OF HONOR
There was singing on stage at the show and the
modeling of colorful ¢land folk dresses. Clown Jolle Displays in the Court of Honor Class were quite
and the Gutte-club mascot, Guding the Eideincredible With so many special and exquisite items,
entertained the younger exhibition crowd. there are not enough pages in the newsletter to
The «land Post Ofice presented a preview of itsdescribe them allThe Goran Nykvist collection on
2001 issues. Other presentations dealt with the oh& early Finnish stationery alone, is truly grand with
postal route and eland postal histary had the all its research, Porto Stempel-covers, separate
pleasure of walking for some kilometers along tteheets, oval value marked envelopes and tlaair
original mail route near Kastelholm. Howeyerost well as, the m/1860 double value stamp covers.
of the old route has been paved over and in otheThe Per Gummesson collection Oesland - Its
places it has disappeared altogether History SeenThrough Philatelyd also includes
Folke Wickstroim and Stdfan UllstrSm treasures rarely seeAlso in the collection are
autographed their newly designed stamps, issueateresting items such as a card to Loviisa (arrival
Friday August 25th. Every day there was a specidhte 17.VI. 05) dropped in the mailbox on the

continued on padl6.
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Deviations Found inType m/75

by Heikki Reinikainen, from Filatelisti, 3/95
translated by Carita Parker

Stamps of type 1875 ddring from the ordinary
by their appearance atenown in many values.
So-called Ohard white pafdstamps in 25 penni
Orange Red emission LBdNorma Catalog
numbers) are well knowrThe printing ink did not
adhere well enough in the paperaking the color
surface seem broken and pale. In the philatelic
literature this variety is well described. It is,
however a rarely found item.
One of the more recent findings in this area areigure 1. o 20 penni Chdn Sigillata first emission

certain smooth-surfaced 20 penni stamps of the firgtamps. ¥pical grainy appearance on left. The new

Charta Sigillata emission, LAa Informationﬁnding with beautifully smooth color surface and sharp
concerning their existence’ is fo.r the momentPhearance, on right. Note strg relief pressue marks

) . in the lower edge, typical in the first emission stamps.

practically nonexistenThe common appearance of
the first emission isomewhat grainybroken and
fairly soft. The color of the new variety is well
mixed, the stamp appearance being beautifully
smooth and impeccably exact.

Considering the date of the cancel --.5. 82 (May
1882) and perforationl] the pictured stamp ( Figure
1) might belong in the last Senate printings or to
the first two Charta Sigillata emissions. Strong relief

indicates Charta Sigillata production (cyIindeIEigure 2. 25 penni Orange Red and Ghahite paped

press), and the pale blue color does not have ajyright, the stamp picteris boken and paper appears
ultramarine shadeTherefore, the only plausiblemore white.

answer is the first Charta Sigillata emission, LAa.
One possibility could be LBc, grayish ultramarine

. . Figure 3.
stamps, because similar appearances are known in Typical
this emissionThe perforations of these stamps are, spotty color
however always 12.5, thus assigning the perforated surface in 32
11 item back to the first emission. But, if there is no penni

SAe-stamp.

cancellation date to support the identification, how

to identify 12.5 perforated smooth surfaced first

emission stamps from the third emission, is an open
guestion.

Smooth printing is known in the 32 penni
SAe-emission, too (Figure 3T.he ordinary well
known appearance of the emission is smudggre
are radiating lines in the outlines and the color
surface is broken and spatfyjhe smoothsurfaced
stamps have an impeccable color surface but
radiating lines maytill exist. The appearance of our
pictured 32 penni pair (Figure 4), cancelled .3. 77,
(March, 1877) is exactly as described. Because th&fgure 4. 32 penni pair belongs in the SAe-printing
is no reddish shade typical in the fourth emissiginission. It is confirmed by the cancellation -.3. 77,

S - ...radiating lines in the outlines and a colowhich is
sta_mp_s, this item undoubtedly is part of the f'ftharmine without anyaddish shade
emission, as noted above.
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Type m/75 Copenhagen Forgeries

by Heikki Reinikainen, from Filatelisti, 5/94
translated by Carita Parker

One of the most desired Finnish stamps has always
been the 32 penni so-called Copenhagen stamp printed

in 1875.When a collector manages to acquire one,
is an important moment, a long waited milepost had
arrived.The name can be traced back to the printing
place and, it is one of the few Finnish stamps printed

abroad during the classic periddhe printing emission
was a small emgency lot of 57,500 stamp3he

it Figure 4. 32 penni
stationery cutout has
been perforated 14 x 14.
On the everse thex is

weak gum and several
unclear authenticity or

expert marks.

perforation is Danish 14 x 13.5 and, by price, it is the

most valuable of all type 1875 stamps.

Figures 1-2. Unused Copenhagen stamp is a valuable item.

In the pictued item theg is a blue spot on the right below
Some glossy spotseavisible in the perforations 5-6 and
7 on the left belowOn the everse the details of
post-gummed item arclearly visible. Thick spots of gum,
extra dirt and gum sgading in the perforation holes 4
and 5 on the right belowA weakly canceled stamp has
been cleaned and post-gummed.

Figure 3. A perforation
forgery of the 32 penni
SAf-stamp. The
perforation ow in the left
vertical side below is
even, but the warng
perforation density makes
the extra lage holes on
top necessaryThe esult
is poor and the
impression of a genuine
item has not been
reached.

Figure 5. A perforated
auction catalog cutout
item. Plenty of work but
the results ae very
strange. Paper differs
from genuine papgtoo.

Regummed stamps also exiBihe quality of such
items is commonly pophoweverMost dangerous
ones are probably the perforation repairs and,
especially regummed items. In case a weakly
cancelled stamp has been altered, the price is
suddenly many times higher

The perforation fageries appear to be #ifult
because of a comb-type perforation in uEbe
sharp and uniform appearance, especially the
corners are very troublesome to reproduce. On the
other hand, the Senate 32 penni stamps as well as
stationery value stamps (impressions¥atiffrom
the original so much that a bogus item is easily
identified (note my article on type 1875 postal
stationery fogeries, The Finnish Philatelist
August 2000).

Detailed additional information on the
perforation fogeries is available in the new
Handbook of Finnish Stamps JlIpublished in

Because of its price, it has been an interesting itar@93. In the accompanying pictures there are

to the fogers too. Complete fgeries - to our
knowledge - are not knownVarious perforation
forgeries, repairs and bogus items are known.

various examples of the Copenhagengtoies.
Every one has required a lot of work, but, the
results are poorAnd this, if any will ease our
minds considerably
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Letter from Gary Knudsen Raises Question&bout 1918
Wrapper from BjSrneberg to Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania

Editor®Note: Seval years agGerald
Knudsen initiated cespondence with
seweral collectors seeking to identify the
origin of the markings on this wrapper fr
BjSrnebay to Pittshrgh, Rnnsylania.
This is hisaport of findings to date.
The wrapper originated in
BjSrneboig, Finland, perhaps in the
Offices of a Swedish pamphleteer or
newspaperThe label on the wrapper is
a printed address label used by the
publisher to send out his mass mailings.
Swedish folk, in Sweden and elsewhere,
often sent documents, labels, etc. using
the antique Gothic script, which is
nearly identical to the German script
used until the end oiNorld War |l by
the GermansThe publication, whatever it may haveBritish -- at least the ordinary bureaucrat in the post
been, was sent to Pittsigir, Pennsylvania, probablyoffice -- would not have been aware that the Germans
by a Swedish-Finnish printeMr. PSimt$ Sala was had moved out and Finland was functioning as a free
probably anxious to get any news he could from hasid independent state.
native Finland and subscribed to whatever journalThe other markings arAmerican | believe.
was sent in the wrapper Probably the US Post @€e in New York or
The cancel is a trilingual bridge-type date&/BI.  Pittsbugh would have assigned someone to read the
18, (August 2), with the Russian text removed. $cript inasmuch as the normal sorter could not have
was probably routed through one of the neutrgpent time figuring it out. However since we have
Scandinavian countries -- most likely Sweden am arrival date, much of this is conjecture.
sent with accumulated mail to England where theTaking a leaf out of Sherlock Holmes, | think the
violet OENEMY OCCUPIEDO handstamp wasmplest solution is the more probable and most
affixed. My British contacts believe this is a Britishikely. | think that nothing on the wrapper indicates
marking. Because this was printed maftdre the Russian post was not involved in any way
chances are it arrived from Sweden an abnormakyrthermore, postal communications between Russia
long time after the Bjornebgicds was struck, henceand Finland were disrupted #April, 1918 and for
the violet handstamp. certain, they were not reestablished when this
The Germans were helping the Finns to root owrapper was placed in the mail streahhere is a
the Russians and the Red Guards, their Finnisthiong likelihood that the printed matter was sent
supportersThe Civil War was won by th&Vhite through Sweden via England, as the most direct route
Republican Forces in May 1918. German units beganget the wrapper to #@estination And since my
to move out of Finland almost immediatdbyit some British contacts are convinced the violet handstamp
were still breaking up camps and technical facilitigs British in origin, that only adds credence to this
throughout July as the equipment as well as theuting scenario.
soldiers were needed on testern Front. However EditoNotes: Hosver, seeral questionsmain and
communications being what they probably wenge would appeciate oureaders coming famd with
(chaotic) the British were not likely to be completelgdditional information concerning the rate and the other
aware that the Germans had left Finland almastarkings on theofit of the wrappekccording to Esa
immediatelyAnd the Germans would not have mad®attila®OSuomen PostimaksujaO, the printed matter rate
it known toWhitehall that fresh veterans were being
transferred to th&Vestern Front. So, iAugust the continued on ped
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Two Postal Cards Fom The 1918 CivilWartime Period Bear

Inter esting CensorMarks and Messages;
A Plea ForMercy And A Prisioner@Account of Dreary Camp Life

This postal card was written on
June 30, 1918, about six weeks
after the cessation of armed
hostilities in the bitter CivilWar
between théWVhite Republican
Government and the inggent
Communist led Red GuardBhe
card was addressed to Mr
Begstrom, Judge Examiner of
war prisoners.
The card bears the mark of the
TurkuWar (time) PrisonThese
marks are not commonlhe
message is particularly
interesting and reads:
OHonorable MrJudge, | pray
for your mercy on my husband,
Verner Ruohola, who is a prisonerTinrku. Enclosed in
this mail also, release papers and guarantees stietridr
be conditionally set free (literal translation = Oreleased
into conditional freedomO).

Have mercy for the sake of a wife and 3 small children,
in the name of Jesus - this agksna Ruohola.

Lapland, Kaukala.O

The upper pencil marking: Looks like an abbreviation.
OMERK,O which could mean ONotation, noted, marked,
etc.O, along with the underlining of the naiftee lower
pencil marking clearly reads @Wprosecuta©

Unfortunately we have no way of knowing if the judge
or prosecutor acted favorably on this request.

It is expected that in the not too distant futureuvo
Termonen and Jorma Keturi will publish a third
monograph in theiw. W. | censorship series, this one
on the censorship marks used in Finland during and
immediately following the 1918/1919 CivWartime
period.

Although the domestic postal card rate was raised to
20 penni orApril 15, 1918 and a small quantity of 20
penni Saarinen postal cards were issuefiil 23, 1918,
the most frequently seen postal card during this period is
the 10 penni Saarinen card issued on November 3, 1917.
The 10 penni red Saarinen stamp was most often added
to meet the 20 penni rate.

Roger PQuinby
Finnish translation by Carita Parker
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Life Without Hope Described By Prisonerin HSmeenlinnia POWCamp

The censor mark on the
card (although quite
faded) reads:

OHameenlinna POW
campO, (literal translation
= soldierOs prison).

HSmeenlinna,
November 13, 1918.

Greetings pal from here,
and thanks for the card
you sent. It was good that
you still remember me.
Life here is the same as
then. Conditions havenO
improved any The same
soup always served at the
table. | can write nothing
from here, since | donh®
know or hear anything out

of the ordinary It@ just the same old sfufas you
know. Jot down something again for me to keep
yourself busy such as what (you) hear about the
matter(s) concerning the release (of prisoners),
whether thereCany truth to it.

Good-bye.

(Signature illegible)

continued &m Pag 6

to abbad fom Mach 12, 1918 to January 31,4921 w
10 penni for the first 5tams and 10 penni for each
additional 50rgms. This wrapper is franked with 15
penni postagwhich at the timeas/ the coect
domestic rate for printed matter objeeitghing up

to 50 gams. So, theris a sttng possibility that this
wrapper as oer franked at the higher domestic rate,
an anomaly peculiar tml&nd during the period
immediately following the demonetization of kopek
franking on mail to @gn destinations effeetitach

12, 1918.

The cicular handstamp with the number 020 in the
center and the handwrittercleid O117€main
unidentified although theg #rought to be markings
affixed in the United States. Additional information on
these markingswld be apprciated. Please send your
comments to the Editor
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Cancelled m/30 Definitive Series - Part Il

by Hannu Kauppi, translated by Carita Parker
reprinted from Abophil, No. 3, 2000
The third part of the series deals with stamp typeThe UPU color specification must be uppermost

rarities and generally di€ult single franked covers, in mind when selecting covers for a m/30 collection.
as well as extremely ditult added or combination This then becomes the greatesfaliénce between

stamp covers. a postal history collection, and a traditional
collection. In a postal history display of the m/30
Mailings issues on coverthe color of the stamps must

correspond to the corresponding rate period.

In Finland the stamp colors for various types of When stamps of the same color have been printed
mail as specified by the UPU were strictly followedyn two or even three types of papehen in
and consequently there exist up to five color varietiesnjunction with the first paper type, a cover could
of the same lion stamp value, for instance the 2 Fra& introduced indicating the purpose for the stamp
value. use. And with other paper types, perhaps even more

interesting covers or other mailed objects could be

The following UPU color specifications apply: presented. In a traditional display of these issues, it

is mandatory to show the €&frent paper types.

Yellow = Domestic post card. The following list indicates only stamp values of
Red = Post card abroad. single franking covers and their appropriate postal
Violet = Domestic letter rates. Howevetthe very dificult paper types of some
Blue = Letter abroad. of the additional stamps must be included in order
Green = Printed matter abroad. to determine the number of points (under the FIP

point system) to be given the collection. (Ed@or
The other colors were meant for added values i(ete: This is essential in a traditional display
additional postage).
This listing does not aim at being demanding in a
The commemorative stamps of the period (193Qiral sense; onlythese thoughts have surfaced over
1954) did not meet with UPU color specificationsmany years of looking for m/30 covers and other
mailed objects.

1. Extremely difficult objects

3 Fmk red, post card rate to abroad
from July 1, 1945 téugust 31, 1945,
according to the rate tables but,
actually from the end of July until the
end ofAugust.

5 Fmk blue, letter to abroad from
July 1, 1945 toAugust 31, 1945,
actually from the end of July until the
end ofAugust.

1 Fmk green printed matter to
abroad, outside of Scandinavia,
October 1, 1942 tAugust 31, 1945.

Figure 1.Ablue 5 Fmk letter to almad by surface mail &m July 1, 1945
to August 31, 1945, is one of the most difficult m/30 objects.
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9 Fmk postal building stamp,
registered letter to abroad from
October 1, 1942 to June 30, 1945,
(4.5 + 4.5 FmKk).

20 Fmk postal building stamp,
registered letter to abroad from
September 1, 1945 to January 15,
1946, possible only to a few
countries.

2. Difficult objects

2.5 Fmk red, post card to abroad
from January 1, 1942 to June 30,

1945.
Figure 2. The geen 1 Fmk (paper type LSRee TFPAugust, 2000, page
7) printed matter to Germany did not comply with the postaéagrent,

and is one of the gat gems in a collection (October 1, 1942Atgust 4.5 Fmk Dblue, letter to abroad
31,1945). from January 1, 1942 to June 30,

1945.
1,75 Fmk yellow special post card rate to
GermanyApril 1, 1931 toAugust 31, 1942. 2 Fmk yellow special post card rate to Germany
from September 1, 1942 to September 8, 1944.
5 penni stamp on cellulose paper on any mailing
beginning at the end of 1944. 2,75 Fmk violet, special letter rate to Germany
from April 1, 1942 toAugust 31, 1942.
10 penni stamp on cellulose paper on any mailing
beginning in 1945. 3 Fmk green, printed matter rates to abroad from
January 1, 1948 to June 30, 194&e
stamp was issued on February 9, 1942.

3 Fmk gray printed matter abroad from
January 1, 1948 to June 30, 1948, stamp
not intended for then existing rate.

6 Fmk red, post card rate to abroad from
September 1, 1945 to December 31,1946.
The stamp was issued on October 29,
1945.

12/10 Fmk violet, letter rate to abroad
from February 9, 1948 to June 30, 1948.
The rate went into &ct on January 1,
1947.

24 Fmk brown, registered letter rate to
abroad fromApril 26, 1948 to June 30,
1948, a rare exception for a stamp intended
for domestic registered letter tfaf

Figure 3. 10 penni SBn any mailed item is a gat rarity.
JOENSUU postmark, 14. 12. 44, is the earliest known. &usur
COD pacel is in itself quite a difficult object.
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3. Moderately difficult
objects

7 Fmk red post card
rate to abroad from
January 1, 1947 to June
30, 1948 The stamp was
issued on February 10,
1947.

3 Fmk yellow inland
post card rate from July
1,1945 to January
1,1946.The stamp was
issued on November 16,
1946,

6 Fmk green printed
matter rate to foreign
destinations outside of
Scandinavia, from July 1,
1948 to October 31,
1949,The stamp was issued September 13, 1948.

Figure 4. Fmk 9 postal building (LSP) as single mailing egisteed
letter abioad might be the only known specimen

10 Fmk blue letter rate to abroad from September 4. Inconveniently difficult objects

1, 1945 to December 31, 194the stamp was issued
on November 16, 1945, 2 Fmk green, printed matter rate to foreign

destinations outside of Scandinavia, from September
1, 1945 to December 31, 194lhe stamp was issued
on October 29, 1945.

2.5 Fmk green, printed matter rate
to foreign destinations outside of
Scandinavia, from January 1, 1947
to December 31, 194mhe stamp
issued on January 20, 1947.

8 Fmk green, printed matter rate
to abroad from November 1, 1949 to
December 31, 195The stamp was
issued on January 9, 195@&
considerably better object is the
stamp on newspaper or magazine
wrapper to abroad; same date and
rate.

All 1940s and 1950s blue issues

Figure 5. The 3 Fmk gen on printed matter abad has for someason ~ (FmMk 12,15, 20, and 25)
not achieved its rightful appciation. Because of all the printed matter individually on letters to abroad.
it was definitely the most difficult. Date of use February 3,1948 to June

30,1948. 4 Fmk olive, local inland letter rate
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Figure 6. The violet Fmk 12/10 intended
for domestic use was valid also on
letters to aboad for a good 3 months;
and a good example of a curiosity

from July 1, 1945 to January 15, 1946.

5 Fmk violet, domestic letter rate
from July 1, 1945 to January 15, 1946.
The stamp was issued on October 29,
1945.

1.20 Fmk red, on post cards to abroad
from January 1, 1930 to November 30,
1931.

40 penni green, printed matter rate to
abroad from January 1, 1930 to
November 30, 1931.

If one were to look for speC|aIt|es, Figure 7. During the postal agement period between Finland
they surely would be pIentnfuI among  and Germanydomestic rates werused between the two
the designs and even the lions - each countriesAn inteesting example is the 10 Fmk Saimaa (SP)

specimen more interesting than the single egisteed airmail lettey 28. VIII. 44
other, although not examined in this
article.

Fees, such as aiegistration, postal orders, COzlaims, C.O.D. corrections/changes, proof of receipt,
etc., and their combinations appear neatly psstage due and so on); all of which add more
individually used. Second, third, etc., weight clagsterest to a collection and therefore should be
mailings should not be fgotten eitherAnd likewise included in balanced measure.
worthy of attention are postal forms (inquiries, return
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1918 Russian - Finnish Mail Exchange at Rajajoki, Showing
Russian Military Cancellations and Finnish Censorship Marks

In general Finland and Bolshevik Russia did not
have any dicial postal agreement after the 1918
Civil War in Finland. However some mail went
through the border in both directions at several
control points. Rajajoki was one such location; it
had border dfces that handled mail exchange and
control activities.

Most likely the cover shown in Figure 1 was
franked with Finnish issues to the destination
addressee in Helsinki because Russian stamps were
not valid in Finland (Figure 5)Technically this
extraordinary cover was sent from Russia to Finland
with Finnish franking.The 40 penni franking was
the correct letter rate for mail originating in Finland
addressed to a destination within Finlamtie use
of theWasa issues nevertheless was also unusual.
One possibility is that the sender carried the Finnish
stamps with him and applied the franking before
the letter was processed at the Russian censorship
and control diice at the Finnish-Russian border at
Rajajoki.

The stamps were cancelled with a Petrograd
Military Post, Telegraph and Border Control Figyres 1 & 2. Font and back of cover mailedoin
Authority (PMPT&BCA) hand stamp with violet Russia with Finnish postage to Helsinki, backstamped,

ink. The hand cancel stamp has a star in the centé 1X. 18. The cover was franked with the undated

the symbol of the Bolshevik revolution. Petiograd military hand stamp, opened, inspected,

. . esealed, and then sitk with the cens@ personal
According to Jorma Keturi the handstamp on th(%';nark.AII covers which passeddim Russia to Finland,

cover is a new stamp of the PMPT&BCA. On theyia Rajajoki during this period bear similar marks.
back there is a fairly common three line censor tape

of the PMPT&BCAand the cens@ personal stamp,

No. 1609.This type of personal censor stamp is also

very common and there are hundreds of similar

stamps with diferent numbers. Howevewre do not

know which personal censor marks are known to

have been used at the Rajajoki borddicef Figure 3. On the Finnish side of Rajajoki exchange office,

When the cover was passed to the Finnish potQF censor struck each item with thea€xastettuO (=
> Inspected) handstamp. This cover and the one shown on

office it was stamped with the RajajokigdRastettuO the next page was struck with stamp NoAtlleast thee

(inspected censor mark (Figure 3) withoutstamps ae knownAccoding toSuomen Sensuurileimat,
additional transit postmarks and backstamped &amonograph of Finnish censor marksrfr 1914 to 1945,
Helsinki, 8. IX. 18. The OarkastettuO mark,the OdarkastettuO mark was in use for justadmonths,
although not scarce, is rather fiifilt, especially SePtember tmugh Novemben918.
on a cover franked witiVasa issues.

We do not as yet have the complete story about
this unusual cover so we invite your comments and
additional information. Jorma Keturi provided the
information on the Russian PMPT&BCA Figure 4. This type of personal censor mark was used on
cancellation mark, censorship tape and persontale Russian side of the postal exchange office at Rajajoki.

mark of Censor No. 1609. continued on the next page
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Figure 6. Thee are two types now
repotted of the Petygrad military post
handstamp. The type shown above is the
same as the handstamp on the cover in
Figure 5, left, but slightly diffent fom

the cover shown in Figerl. The editor
has never seen an item which passed
from Finland to Russia tbugh Rajajoki
djuring this thee month period. Have
any items survived?

Figure 5. At the time, Russian franking was na&tcognized in
Finland. The cover was marked 80 p (penni) due, twice the inlan
letter rate. Fom Jorma Keturglcollection.

2001 Personalized Christmas Stamps with Restricted
Availability Intr oduced at Helsinki Stamp FairNovember3-5

This yeaé Christmas stamps were designed byhe artist took great
Ms. Katriina Viljamaa RissanenThe FIM 2.50 pleasure in the task of designing stamps, both because
stamp, specially denominated for Christmas cardg, the challenge and the subjects. She says that
features O@rnapoiatO, the players in a traditiondliernapoiat, a Christmas tableau based upon the
Finnish Christmas tableau, while the FIM 3.5@gend of the three kings, has fascinated her since
stamp, postage for domestic 1st Class letters, depis childhoodThis gave her a good reason to study
a Christmas decoration with birds. the history of the tableau, its costumes and use of
The FIM 2.50 is valid postage for Christmas cardglors. The result of her work is a beautiful stamp
until 15DecemberCards sent later will need a FIMeaturing the characters of the tableau; King Herod,
3.50 stamp. his servant the Knight, the King of the Blackamoors
These are the first ever self-adhesive Christma&sd the Bearecarrying a six-pointed stasinging a
stamps.The die lines along the sheet, that do nggxt on events relating to the birth of Christ. For the
touch the stamps, are also a new featlitee FIM second Christmas stamp M¥iljamaa-Rissanen
2.50 stamp will be issued in panes of 20, the Fl§tew a straw decoration with a bird mofifie picture
3.50stamp in panes of 10 stamps. reminds us of the old tradition of caring for the
KatriinaViljamaa - Rissanen is first and foremosgell-being of animals at Christmas: a sheaf of oats
known as an illustrator of childrenf@ooks, but heris a gift appreciated by the birds.
art is also featured on a collection of textiles she
designed for Finlayson, and on crockery by Pentik. continued on page 16
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Grouse andWhitefish on First and 2nd Class Definitive Issues

The Grouse, the Provincial Bird of Southernnonwhite partis the red, curved line above the eyes.

Lapland, and th@hitefish are featured on the new In the summer the plumage of the grouse is reddish
self-adhesive 1st and 2nd Class definitive issueBrown.The wings are white all yeaFhis bird is a
without a printed face valuelhe Stamps were forest hen, 37-42 cmin Iength and Welghlng 450-750
issued on 5 September grams. It thrives in birch and willow brush, and along
The stamps are designed for the use of smathe rims of marshe3he grouse is a common nester
businesses and associatiohisey are so-called roll in Lapland and in Central Finlan@he nest of the
stamps, sold in rolls of 100 stamps, packaged in #rouse, seen on the dispenser box, is built on the
handy dispenser box. ground, often at the rim of a marsh, close to a creek
The box containing 100 1st Class stamps sells &f in @ small depression in the grouffdhe nest is
FIM 3.30, that with 100 2nd Class stamps at Fimclad with leaves, moss and feathers, and very well
2.70. concealed under grass amdgs. The hen lays 8-12
The roll stamps can be ordered in batches of fiv€ggs in May-June, the chicks hatch in 20 days.
stamps at the Philatelic Center of Finland Post.  The whitefish belongs to the salmon familyere
subscribers for stamps, the Philatelic Center willre several subspecies or varietiscording to the
send any amount ordered. classification adopted in Finland, there are six
The Grouse stamp was designed by Mekka subspeciesill are silvery with a dark backside and
Piippo, thewhitefish stamp by Ms. Minna Luorna. & full white belly The fins are dark graffhe jaw is
These designers also designed the previous Stam§gorter than the maxill&ll varieties have a small
featuring provincial birds and fisiChey also head and an elongated bodyhe length of the
designed the dispenser boxes. whitefish is normally 20 to 50 cm, and the weight

The series of stamps presenting Provincial bird@nything between a few hundred grams to 1 .5 kg.
and fish was commenced in 199he Blackbird All varieties are deliciousThe whitefish has for a
and the Pike-perch of Uusimaa and the Bluethrodfng time been bred and planted out in waters in
and Salmon of Lapland are the previous stamps iMarious parts of FinlandThe whitefish thrives in
this series. cool lakes, rivers and in coastal wateflhe

The new stamp features the head of the grousgPawning season is in the autumn, when the water
(Lagopus lagopus) in winter plumagghe only has cooled to 2-5 degrees centigrade.

Grouse Stamp Facts Whitefish Stamp Facts

Issue date: September 5, 2000 Issue date: September 5, 2000

Face value: FIM 3.30 (100 x 1st Class) Face value: FIM 2.70 (100 x 2nd Class)

Issued: Unlimited Issued: Unlimited

Designer: Pekka Piippo Designer: Minna Luoma

Perforation: Security Perforation Perforation: Security Perforation

Stampsize: 36 mm x 25 mm, roll width 31 mm | Stamp size:36 mm x 25 mm, roll width 31 mrp

Paper: Stamps: self-adhesive stamp papef| Paper: Stamps: self-adhesive stamp pager
Box: cardboard, 260 g/M2 Box: cardboard, 260 g/M2

Printers:  Joh. Enschecede Security Printers| Printers:  Joh. Enschecede Security Printefs,
The Netherlands The Netherlands

Printingmethod: ~ Stamps: gravure, 4 colors +| Printing method: ~ Stamps: gravure, 4 colors|+
motherof-pearl efect. motherof-pearl efect.
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continued fom page 14 .
Christmas Stamp Facts

The personalized stamp is big news right naw
novelty hitherto dfered by a few Posts, e.g. thosp
of Australia, Canada and the UK, have recently
offered their customers. Now Finland Post will
introduce an issue of its owlmhe customer will get
a set of self-adhesive photographs of her/or himse
to be afixed to a label se-tenant to a FIBI50
Christmas stamp, at the Stamp Fair at the Helsinki
Fair Centre, on 3-5 Novembeand later at Santa
ClausMain Post Ofice at the Polar Circle in
Lapland.The photographs for the personalized
stamps can be obtained on location oAlget of 20
Christmas stamps with se-tenant labels and
self-adhesive photos sells at FIM 150.

One million personalized Christmas stamp frames
will be issued.

Issue date: November 1, 2000
Face value: FIM 2.50 and 3.50
Issued: FIM 2.50 = 55 million
FIM 3.50 = 12 million
Designer: Katriina Viljamaa-Rissanen
Perforation: 14.5 x 13.5
Stampsize: 36 mm x 25 mm, roll width 31 mm
Paper. Self-adhesive stamp paper
Printers:  Joh. Enschecede Security Printers,
The Netherlands
Printingmethod:  Stamps: gravure, 4 colorg +
b motherof-pearl efect.
q:irst Day Cover & Cancellation Design:
Katriina Villamaa-Rissanen

=

ALEX, 2000 continuedrn pag 3 The judges® category included the Bo S&derholm

steamer OBore 10 en route to Stockholm. Shown g@dection on mail to and from Finland in the area of
both card cancellations, of which the first obviouslyhe Baltic between 1739-193Fhis outstanding
is from Stockholm, and the picture side with &xhibit was shown at Sandical, (San Diego,
message to the addressee. Callifornia), in January of this yeaand Bo was the

An example of other philatelic gems, worthfeatured speaker at the SG@@nual Meeting.
men“on”’]g, is a cover froﬁﬁurkU, 18. 1. 1870’ to ALEX 2000 may well have been host to the finest
Dagerby The stamps on it are a single big-toothedlisplay of «land Island material ever shown.

1867 serpentine 5 penni and a row of three of which
the left-side stamp is in a tste beche position, an SIX GOLD MEDALISTS
extraordinary item. See Figure 3.

Equally grand was the Helsinki cover via Ecker§ Most collections in the competition classes were
to Stockholm with five (5) round-cut 10 kopek ovalsfrom Finland (53) due to the fact that this happened
and added two (2) Corresponding 5 kopek ovals. to be the Only Finnish national exhibit of the year

Among Crown Post there was, for instance, onEhe second lgest number came from Sweden (13);
very beautifully colored two (2) feather letter andhird was Great Britain (5), followed by Germany
another with six (6) feathers; this item is undoubted{2). There was one display each from the U.S.,
unique. Estonia and DenmarKhose categorized as separate

Ingvar PettersosClisplay on Swedesn®855-72 nations in the bulletin, namely «land (3) arithe
Stamps was equa”y Supe”ativ‘éhe collection Faroe Islands (1) were included in the total count of
includes gems from the 1858 coat of arms, and 185&7tual countries. _

1862 local issuedhis collection too had much mail  The postal history class had the most entries (29),

via *land. One such item was a beautiful cover fronfecond the open class (16), and third the traditional

Stockholm, 18. 5. 1858, via Grisslehamn, to Helsinkil5). There were seven (7) displays in the thematic

franked with a 4 skilling blue coat of arms block oflass.

four and one S|ng|e 4 Sk||||ng Stamp The exhibition with the hlghest pOintS (89 gOId)
Norway@ SveinArne Hanser@co“ec“on and Prix dOHonneur went to ErKkiivakka for his

ODestination Norwayo introduces Comparabqr@dltlonal collection OFlnIand 1875-1884 Definitive
material, but of Norweg|an posta] h|St0ry Series.Qhis exhibit received 85 pOIntS and agar

The fifth collection in the Court of Honor was thevermeil in theTurku NORDIA99 show a year ago,
Folke L&fstrsm exhibit on sland postal history and so the standing has indeed improved.
1636-1936.
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There is a great deal of new material in thipost (Ecker§, Kastelholm, Skarpans) with
particular collection. Sopme examples are: samphariehamn the principal; as well as the mail of 14
bag mailed as second weight class rate, franked wjthovinces.Also included areThe CrimeanWar
a 10 penni light olive-brown Sab; and a registerddlockade WWI mail, and military post.

Otype 18850, 25 penni stationery cov&vyborg, One of the reasons for the interest in ¢land mail
additionally franked with 10 x 2 penni pearl-grays the fact that the province had more than 100
Lba-stamps.The stamps cancelled with theinhibited islands, several postfigks, and varied
Uusikaupunki numeral mark 182, plus a double rincancellationsToivakka noted in the introduction to
NYSTAD, 19. 5. 88, on the cover the exhibit the important role the province served
The collection also includes the ¢grst known 15 as a postal delivery link between Sweden, Finland
and the Baltics.

The other double gold medalist was
Lennart Ivarsson of SwedeTihis postal
history collection OSweden, Postal
Documentation 1595-18550, received 86
points, gold and the Prix dOHonndlire
purpose of the collection was to present
the most important aspects of the essential
milestones that édcted the development
of postal deliveriesThe idea thus was not
to introduce, for instance, all variations of
one particular type cancellation, but

Figure 3. Fom the Per Gummesson Court of Honor coIIectior{.nStead the first mark usage er that type
This coverfrom Turku, 18. 1. 1870, to Dgerby, on «land with ~ OF for that class of postal service.
handwritten arrival note OAnkon 2 Febr 700 (Swedish translationThe oldest mail in the Ivarsson

= arrived Februay 2) plus customarANK mark showing a 22/1 collection was a letter by courier post from
arrival. Also, note the left stamp in thew of thee ; thisis a 10 pecember 1595. sent by a government
penni color eror stamp which has been placed in the head to fogtdministrator n’amed Karl who later

position. This Is a grat rarity on cover ascended the throne as King Karl IX.
stamp 20 penni block. In the opinion of one expefthere are 23 covers from the 166089 from the
on the type 1875, Jussi Murtosaari, theretismf@h 17006 and the next 72 in the 18800
more that can be done to improve on the collection.Of mail types, there arelXourier post letters of
Heikki Reinikainen, whose articles on the type 7®hich one is a mixed mailing, i.e., it was carried
stamps are often included in the
newsletteralso attests to the quality
of this outstanding exhibit.

Toivakka says the catalyst to his
interest in the type 1875 was a 5 penni
tete beche (of the above type) marked
OSUNDSO 9. 21.-. in his ¢land postal
history collection.The object is now
a part of his traditional exhibit.

The Toivakka exhibit of eland
postal history now received 86 points
and a gold medal. In the Stockholm
NORDIA 2000 last spring it received
85 points and a lge vermeil.

The display introduces courier posFigure 4.A subscription eceipt dated 29. 6. 1745, that Swedelig
prior to 1638; private mail betweenFredrik received the German Opa ZeitungO newspaper of Kassel,
Sweden. Finland and the Balti(,Ihe city of his birth. This item was but one rarity of many found in the

. ~ collection of Lennart Ivarssosi@old level exhibit of Swedish postal
countries; Crown Post sland®@I|dest history.
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part of the way as general mailhere are five (5) understanding of the significance of the items shown.
Crown Post, of which one is a twice mixed mailing. For instance, in the Grafef exhibit there is
Additionally, there are two (2) military post lettersncluded a very rare postage stamp booklet issued
and the rest a general assortment of commerdialEstonia in 1930, but this is not mentioned in the
covers with various marks and notatioAsSexton write-up, nor the reason for its rarit4lthough, a
notation marked afterward on the page reads: ORRO
(i.e., very rare). But still, the viewer is at a loss
about why the object is uncommon, since 10,000
specimens were printed.
The sixth gold, this one for a thematic exhibit was
awarded Jukka MSikinen, a young philatelist from
Oulu. His collection ODomus dei - History of
European ChurcArchitectureO received 87 points.
Figure 5. This beautiful tete beche was At NORDIA 99, this exhibit earned 89 points and a
the inspiration for a gold medal. large vermeil. It should be noted that award limits
in Scandinavian national shows are 5 points higher
The collection text indicates the cover notations, MSikinen is continuously adding important new
marks, rates, routes (if known), and othematerial to the exhibit; for example, three color
information, however brieflybut nonetheless, proofs of the 1952 city design stationery with insets
adequateThe display even includes such rarities ad Helsinki - the Great Cathedral shown in the center
a newspaper subscription receipt from 1745. Kirgf one Another recently added item is a churcfiasf
Fredrik had ordered, for himself, from the city opostcard from 1887, with a seal depicting the original
Kassel (his birthplace) in Germanthe OEuropaexterior of C.L. EngetdGreat Cathedral without the
Zeitung.Q\Iso shown was a registered letter receipgimaller side towers.
from 1779. A new specimen too is the rejected printing of the
Ivarsson competed in the literary class, as well930 Red Cross stamp of the Hattula chufhe
with his lage work, Swedish Letter Rates,EhrenstrSm copper engraving did not withstand the
1786-1830This book received 85 points and a goldgrinting process and was reject@cew etching was
The several hundred page book starts with postainsequently done that withstood also the printing.
organization and research,
but mainly the pages are
filled with table listings of
rates between the various
postal ofices. Some Finnish
post ofices are included in
the rate tables.
Ragnar Gradé of Lohja,
Finland was awarded a gold
and 85 points for his
traditional exhibit OEstonia
(1858-1941).0 Arearlier
version of this exhibit, either
with slightly different dates
or without, had received
82-83 points in past national
shows.
Graefe® material is
good, but slightly more
philatelic information would

be helpful so the viewer
could get a betterFigure 6. The old maiload nothward through Finby Sund, now sees as a village
road. This is a beautiful countroad for walking or biking.
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60 points. Johan Snellman took part likewise in the
THREE BEST IN OPEN CLASS open with his collection ONM boat to «landO, 64
points.

The open class has now attracted some supporAnother interesting collection was the Bo Edlund
in Finland with more participants and more unusu@lin the Life of an Old PhilatelistO (71 points), where
and complex exhibits, although it is rather commdre (Edlund) reminisces about his life beginning in
still to see quite obvious thematic - or other categotlye 1940€ His first steps as a collect@ducation
collections introduced in this class. One exampleasid moving on to the work force, marriage, the
the Heikki Salokantele collection (2nd in the opepurchasing of a car and home, and then again diving
class) amusingly titled OdsPorridge Ladle @00l?0, into the world of philatelyAn amusing item in
77 points. Included in this display is philateli€dlund® collection is the first trditc ticket he
information about single objects todhe title in received in 1958, for riding his bike without a
itself addresses some interesting semantics; whata#light. Confessions and possibilities, the open class
a tool, and why not a porridge ladle? has expanded our philatelic horizons again for new

First in the open class was Swedeh@rs Enkler and experienced philatelists alike.
with his collection OThe people of the Baltic - TheAnatasia Lapsui collection OThe Songs in My
Glimpses of Our Mutual Past,0 with 85 poifftse HeartO tells about the life of her people on the tundra,
collection would have provided a ready base alsdhere nature and animals constitute an important
for the thematic class, although, it does contapart of survival.The collection contains a number
somewhat more varied non-philatelic items such asf: lovely stationery items with reindeer motifs -
pictures, bills, cards and, clippings than
the Salokantele display

A totally different presentation is seen
in Sweden®Ulla Wengraf3 collection
OMedieval Figures,O 76 points, which
presents a freer format with colored
background of notable personalities and
families in the MiddleAges. There are
also more and larer non-philatelic
objects than in the aforementioned
collections. Like these, th&engraf work
is likewise neatly done, but gives a more
scattered impression and is mordidiflt
to follow. Nevertheless, this exhibit has
the potential for significant improvement
in the open class category

The Wengraf frames are divided into
four sections, each telling its own story
The sections includéVilliam the
Conqueroy the Duke of Normandy
Luxemboug, the Kingdom of Bohemia,
the Bourbons, and the Union of Kalmar
The first frame deals with rulers, the
second religion, the third poets, and the
fourth with artists.

Interesting to discovethat in the open
competition Paul lhamSki had expanded
his theme on scouting to include Sweden,

70 po_intsAnd that postal _historian P_a_aquigure 7. The maiload winds though the fortess aea of Bomarsund,
Salmivaara, often seen in the traditionalnding at the jetty just north of the fogss. Fom thee the mail was
class, participated with his collectiontransported by sail boat toavdo and eastwat acmoss the islands

OErrors - Exceptions  Happenstanced(dd the Gulf of Bothnia to mainland Finland.
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leaving one with a slightly uneasy feeling about the
future of such minorities in a changing world.

OTHER EXHIBITS

Johan Snellman of Rauma, Finland, received for
his collection OFinlansi@ea PostO 84 points, ajkar
vermeil and the Prix dOHonneur - only one point
away from gold. In the last few years the collection
has received between 81-84 poiriike collection
was started in 1984; it is complete, beautifully
executed, with many fine items and therefore it is
difficult to understand what is still needed for it to
reach the gold levelThe Snellman collection
introduces ships and their routes, postal markings
on land and sea, private ship postage, damaged mail

on six pages, etdll in all, multifaceted material of Figure 8. These specimen stamps arnewly acquid
fine quality item in Quinbycollection of FinlandCCivil War Vaasa

issues. These specimens eveent to UPU countries as

Sngllmar‘@sgcon.d .dlsplay In th.e thematu? Clasésample(’) stamps. Ilecent years, Botswana (shown
was titled OShipbuildingO. It received 65 points afgbve) and Madagascar sold off obsolete specimen
a silver This exhibit described industrialstamps to collectors. Theseeathe only known aasa

shipbuilding - especially Finnish - and itspecimen stamps held in a private collection and both
technological advances. sets wee shown in Quinbg@ollection atALEX.

Markku Lehmuskallio had two collections, and®9. V. 18, to Stockholm during the starsp@itial
received a lage vermeil, Prix dOHonnewnd 83 period of useThe rate was valid only six weeks and
points for his collection OGreenland Postal His@ryonly four objects are known mailed to abroad.

The collection received one point more last fall at OThere are several striking items too, one is a
the Turku, NORDIA99. mixed franking on cover with three tifent types:

The Lehmuskallio collection on LaplarsdBack A 10 penniVaasa, two (2) 5 penni Saarinen, and a
country postal history received 77 points and gdar10 penni eagle type marked SIEVI, K.KL.V. 18,
silver. If this was lagely the same collection as théo HSmeenlinna.O
one in the 1996 FILA exhibition, then it had The Olavi Nummelin Greek Hermes exhibit
improved by ten points. continued on the same track as last y8drpoints,

| displayed in Mariehamn the collection of théarge vermeil and Prix dOHonneur
1918Vaasa types. | arrived with my wife, Sue, and Martti Vuorivirta is a versatile show philatelist.
our eldest son, Douglas. My daught&iana, He has displayed a Denmark collection and two of
granddaughterCarole, son-in-law Herve and hisNorway in the traditional categariow on display
parents, all came from Franatle enjoyed the show was his OSaarinen design 1917-1930,0 reaching 81
toured the countryside, fine restaurants, museunpgints (one point less than a year ago), andgelar
and historical sites such as the Bomarsund fortresibser.
and the Kastelholm castlélThe younger set traced The only collection on cancellation marks was
the old mail route by bike and | walked it for a shottuhani OlamaODanish postmarks 1862-1874, the
distance as well. My collection was last seen at tivo premier issuedhis first time display was given
Iceland for NORDIA 96, there receiving 81 point82 points and a lge vermeil.
and a lage silverAt ALEX 2000 the exhibit received eland collector and club chairman, Mikael
83 points and a lge vermeil. Erickson, displayed his improved collection on the

TheFilatelisti offered these comments: province® postal history during 300 years. His

OOver the years, the collection has improved wigforts and new acquisitions paidf efith a two point
the addition of new material so as to be almosicrease to 75 points, and adersilver
complete. Itincludes, for instance, the OSPECIMENO
marked sample stamp series mailed to the Ud.

a cover with the correct 50 penni rate frdMaasa,



