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Editor @ Message

In the February issue d@iPF we published an article on the
paper used for the 5 penni Saarinen isépearently the O2 penniO
watermark paper from earlier issues are known in the selvedge,
but are not known on the stamp its&\e will print more on this
subject in a later issue. It appears that some of the
misunderstanding arises from the Finnish-English translations and
the incomplete treatment of the edge watermarks irl#relbook.

A small contingent from the SCC attended NORDIA 2000 in
Solluntuna, Sweden. Everyone had a great time. Ingvar
Petterssors(exhibit, OFinland 1856 B 18720 received the Grand
Prix Nordique.This is one of the finest classic Finland exhibits
ever shown and it was a delight to feast my eyes on the pearls of
Finnish philatelythe 5 and 10 kopek tete-beche in multiples and
on cover

In TucsonAZ, January 19-21, 2001The Scandinavian
Collectors Club in cooperation withRIPEX and theAPS are
sponsoring and promoting the first ever NORDIA in North
America. For all NorttAmerican Nordic area collectors, this is
the one show you don@ant to miss. Plan your winter vacation
to include NORDIA 2001. See the May 20R0sthornfor details.

Manuscripts for publication are welcom
Send all material to the Editai/hile due care
will be taken, no responsibility is accepted f
material submittedAll manuscripts are sub
ject to editing at the discretion of the gtaf
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TFP is not copyrightedArticles may be re-
printed without permission from the Editoj
However attribution of TFP and the original
source, if appropriate, is requested.

I

The m/30 overprint issueseaan inteesting sub-specialty of this long
serving definitive series. This double weight (21-40 grams), 34 grams,
registeed letter to Wen (Menna) was corectly franked with a nice
block of six, 1.25 mk/50 penni, overprint issues. Surface rate, double
weight =5 Fmk + 2.50 Fmkegistration = 7 Fmk rate.
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Modern Science Featued on
New Miniatur e Sheet

...f"g b, —;-E .

Europa StampTells About
BU|Id|ng Eur ope

To celebrate
millennium, all 42 member B " . :
countries of PostEurope, the .47 - TN || M"l”
joint organization of European j
postal administrations, will
issue a Europa stamp withe
same plctorlal subject

“1 q l‘rl ﬂ"EG

Post of FranceCrandidate being the winndrhe =
painting of the French artist Jean-Paul Cousf
depicts a Ovibrant, dynamic, wonderful Europe, at DNA research and digital communication are the
the same time proud of its past (sturdy tower), abjects of the new Science miniature sheet to be
present (construction work underway) and its futuigsued on 30 MayThe sheet is also a tribute to the
(young people participating)O. Science Center Heureka dedicated to introducing
The stamp is priced at FIM 3.50 and was issugferent disciplines and the new technology to the
on May 9th. general public and to young people in particulée
The stamp features green and healthy grounglogram sheet contains three FIM 3.50 stamps and
with OEO for Europe and a tower of stars built ondtpriced at FIM 10.50.
The stars symbolize the member countries of the As a specialty feature, the sheet is in the form of
European UnionThe construction, every part obn ancient Chinese puzzle, the tangram. By
which has its own personal features, position apgbiganizing the pieces of the puzzle, you will be
individuality, arises straight, supported b¥ble to form two identical smaller squardhe
development. Europe, a construction already formg@mps - a triangle, a parallelogram and a square -
but not rigid, is open to additional stars from othgfe also pieces of the puzzlghe solution is printed
cultures. Dark and fair children approach from thg the back of the sheet.
four cardinal points, symbolizing the future and The miniature sheet contains two seals, one
carrying starsThe children are Europg@uture featuring the SierpinsKiriangle as a hologram, the
builders.The tower formed by colorful stars, is thegther the emblem of the Science Center Heureka.
symbol of common themes, dear to all Europeansie center with its cinemserne also appears on
environment, work, economic developmenthe miniature sheet.
education, and culture.

STAMP FACTS

STAMP FACTS

Issue date: May 9, 2000 Issue date: May 30, 2000

Face value: FIM 3.50 Face value: FIM 10.50

Issue: 3,000,000 Issue: 500,000

Designer: PSivi \ainionpSS Designers: S. Rumpu &A. Lakaniemi

Perforation:
Size of stamp
Paper:
Printers:

Printing method:

First day Cover
& postmark:
Price of FDC:

13 x 13

28.5 mm x 40 mm
Stamp paperi0g
Cartor SecurityFrance
Offset 4/0 + silver

PSiviVainionpSS
FIM 6

Perforation:
Size of sheet:
Size of stamsg:
Paper:
Printers:

First day Cover
& postmark:

Printing method:

13 3/4 x 13 3/4

120 x 80 mm

Various

Sopal stamp paperlQg
Joh. Enschede Security
Color offset 6/1

S. Rumpu &A. Lakaniemi
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Spring Anemone on Class 1 StampVithout Face Value

INLAND  SUCMPFINLAND
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SUOMI

SO0

=
NEAND

FIMNLAND

SUCMIFINUAND

SUOMPFINCAND S

Spring anemone, the provincial flower oblossoms iM\pril -June before its leaves reach their
South Karelia is the subject of a self-adhesiv@ll size. The sole lage flower stands up at first,
Class | stamp without a printed face value, wager it hangs dowriThe Spring anemone may grow
issued on May 9th. Mr Paavo Huovinen hag to 20 centimeters (about 8 inches) during its

designed the impressive spring flowe&Spring blossom.
anemoneO was issued in a miniature sheet of ten.
The sheet with Spring anemone decorations on its

maigins is priced at FIM 35.
The stamp is printed in the UK avalsall
Security Printers Ltd.

The OSpring anemoneO stamp was issued together

PEENR,
V55200,

AN

T
K177

'

eNSing

j

with a stationery set with the same maotif, containing

10 envelopes, 10 sheets of writing paper and the 1

miniature sheetThe set is priced at FIM 45 and

provides a bonus postcard detachable from t
wrapper

The provincial flowers series replaced the Lig
Coat ofArms as a motif for definitive stamps in 199(
15 of our provincial flowers have already bee
introduced.The two flowers still waiting for their

ew

hesue date:
Face value:
Nssue:
‘Designer:
"Perforation:
Sizes:

turn are the pale pasque flower of Central HSme and

the cornflower of PSijSt-HSme

The Spring anemone with its &g flower grows
10-30 cm tall and is a spreading anemone of {
Ranunculaceae familit grows in Southern Finland
particularly in the dry Salpausselka ridge modise

rare plant is protected: it is not permitted to pick itrinting method:
First Day Cover &

flowers or move the rootstock.

The outer surface of the & white flower is
tinged with red and its leaves winter gre€he entire
plant is covered with haifThe spring anemone

hﬂrinters:

Paper:

Cancellation:

First Day Cover:

STAMP FACTS

May 9, 2000
Letter Rate - Class 1
Unlimited
Paavo Huovinen
12.9x12.6
sheetlets:

140 x 90 mm
Stamps: 4 at 43.05 x 24.5 mm,
and 4 at 25 x 49 mm
Walsall Security Printet_td.,
England
Stamp paper1l0g/m2 Sopall
Offset 4/1

Paavo Huovinen
Two covers, one for each
sheetlet at FIM 16.50 each.
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Moominsurnmer Madnes Booklet Continues Popular Mommin

Stamp Series, Marsh Marigolds on Mach Stamp Novelty
The delightful Moomin family and their friendsi
d

continue their adventures on a stamp booklet, issu
on March 15th and included four Class 1 stamp
without a printed face value.

Both the stamps and the booktet®ver pictures
come from the book OMoominsummer MadnesspP
(WSOQY, 1957).The adaptation from the artist/writer
Ms Tove Janssos®riginal pictures is by Ms Pirkko
Vahtero.

The Moomin stamps were issued together with
a Moomin package including four postcards as wel|
as the new stamps$he package is priced at FIM 25.

OMoominsummer MadnessO is a story about|a
great flood, which guides the Moomins to the
mysterious world of the theatre. One of the stampp
features Emma, the old theatre rat, and the entife
Moomin family having dinner at the theatre, their .
temporary home, while two stamps depict Snufkin - Yellow Marsh m_angolds
one of them as surrounded by ftest children. are in bloom early this year o

G66 | ~L0-90000 &N

BopsOujusBin 000Z'£0'C L DADOEILASSW|

SUOMI-FINLAND 13

SUOMI-FINLAND [k

(OThey listened to the raindrops falling on the ro

and the fire crackling in the stove.®)suddenly

from his hair and nose - and suddenly the park-kee
was ablaze with light!O)

electrified park-keeper together with Hattifattene u_vor;)e_n-\ﬁitltonedn Sesigtnfe(? -:""{i\( - :
growing from the gross are the subject of one star% 'f F('jg IantTh eatu ITu Bl o . :
(OThe park-keepers ears started to g&parks flew aterside plantine stamp = Pt |

The Moomins were first introduced on stamp

in 1992 and on postal stationery in 1988ey have
been since, featured on stamps in 199418488 and
on postal stationery ih992 and 1993.

Perforation:

Cover paper:

STAMP FACTS

Printing method:
First Day Cover:

Pirkko Vahtero
13 x 13

Multiart Silk 200g
Color offset 4/0
FIM 16.50 each.

%ﬂs been printed in the
e

FIM, 3.50stamp issuedro
arch 15th. Ms Pirkko

therlands by Joh. Enschedf suomM1 FINLAND
Security Printers and the issu asaas y
Is 3 million.

The Marsh marigold belongs to the Ranunculus
genus and is common in all parts of Finlaithe
genus includes 16 species growing in marshy areas
of the northern hemispher&he hardy plant begins
its long flowering period in Mayits yellow flower

Issue date: March 15, 2000 can be spotted by river banks, ditches, wet fields
Face value: FIM 14.00 (4 x Class 1) and in the woods, assuring us that the spring is well
Issue: 600,000 booklets on its way

Designer: Ms Tove Jansson & Ms The Marsh marigold grows in tussockshe

flowers have five bright yellow perianthaves and
the dark green leaves are cordate-shaped, while the

Sizes: Stamps: 30.76 x 35.65 mm| stem is thick, hollow and branchethe entire plant
Sheetlets: 153 x 54 mm is poisonous.
Open booklet: 160 x 71.3 mm 220004
Closed bOklet: 80 x 71n@m Sk Fogle.

Printers: Setec Oy =2 oy %

Paper: Stamp paper CPL 1 ;,‘11 - §§
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Bull, Cow and Calf on New Finnish Red Coss Semi-Postal Stamps

Land racing is becoming universally extinct
in Finland; there are about 4,500 cow§\@&stern
Finnish breedThe number of genuine Northern
Finnish cows, the so called Lapland cows, is
limited to a little over one hundred, while the
estimated number of Eastern Finnish cows is 150.
The Eastern Finnish cattle is the oldest
production breed in Finland. It was with this
breed that Finnish cattle breeding began in 1898.

RA s A a B a il B s bl b b A
P

An impressive horned bull, a land race cow and a STAMP FACTS
calf are the pictorial subject of the new FRC stamps wjth
additional fees, issued on March 151the stamps are| Issue date: March 15, 2000
priced at FIM 3.50 and 4.80, the additional fees beipgace value: FIM 3.50 + FIM 0.70
FIM 0.70 and 0.80 respectivelyhe additional fees FIM 4.80 + FIM 0.80
support the activities of the Finnish Red Cross. Issue: 500,000 each

The stamps are designed by Ms Pirkkdesigners: Ms Pirkko
Juvonen-¥ltonenand are part of a series begun in 1994 Juvonen-¥ltonen
and introducing land racing animalBhe first stamps | Paper: Stamp paper 102g
in the series depicted the Finnish horse, while on theerforation: 13.25 x 13.75

1996 stamps we met a family of land race chickens|; Rrinting method: Offset 5/0
rooster hens and chicks, and on the 1998 stamps a bo&izeof thestamp: 29 x 36mm & 36 X 29mm

a sow and a litter of little pigs. Printers: Joh. Enschede Security,
The handsome creature on the March stamp novelty Printers, ThéNetherlands

is Limousine, a young beef cattle bulfhe calf |First Day Cover &

represents the breed \8festern Finland, while the cow| Cancellation: Ms Pirkko

standing behind it comes from an Eastern Finnish bregd. Juvonen-\ltonen

Both Western and Eastern Finnish cattle are old lapBrice of FDC: FIM 9.70

racing breeds.

Finnish Booklet Celebrates Christian JublieeYear 2000
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The year 2000 is the Jubil¥ear - thevear of Hope place for the Christian communifjhe sheet also
for Finnish Christian churches and communities. honors th&urku Cathedral, celebrating its 700th
The subjects of the Jubilegear stamps, issued oranniversary in 2000.
March 18" in the fourstamp sheet are: prayer The stamps are priced at FIM 3.50 and the
christening, a Cathedral altarpiece depicting tlemtire booklet at FIM 14The booklet is available
Transfiguration of Christ, and the church as a meetifrgpm Jay Smith &Associates and other dealers.
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Type m/1930 Initial Overprints
by Markku Vuorenmaa, translated by Carita Parker
from Abophil, No. 6, 1995

TYPESWERE OVERPRINTEDAND OFTHESE on mail rather |
THE THREE FIRSTVALUES, ISSUED PRIORO (ifficult. There are

sideways and [
vertically on both
values, though
generally minor NSE o |
Overprinting that [ SeG—m Wﬁ
slants to the right, Figure 3. The ¥pe Il overprint

pointing upwards is is very elusive on cover; however

seen on the 1_25used copies do show up now and

EFmk/50 penni then at Finnish auctions.

Figure 1. The issue date of the 50 penni overprint givétamps. Occasionalfskts occurbut generally weak

by LAPE is December 2, 1931. The diiece between and more common on the 50/40 penni stamps.
printings becomes obvious by comparing teéation
between the period and the two bars.

OVERPRINTED 1937
ISSUE TO MEET
POSTCARD RAETO
ABROAD

Rt

The stamp next
overprinted was issued
on February 2,1937.
The red 2 Fmk/l 1/2Fmk

Figure 2. The two types of overprinted 1.25 Fadifber was the only lion stamp

as do the 50 penni stamps. issued that yearThe
reason for this was, thatrigure 4. According to
DECEMBER 1932 OVERPRINTS the 1 1/2 Fmk stamp had_APE, the 2 Fmk overprint

to be removed fromdate of issue was
In early December 1932, postal rates for bothrculation because offFebruary 27, 1937. The

domestic and foreign mail had increas€te busy the issuance, ings;besfsiﬁggna;teésag?
Christmas season was at hand and without propgicember 1936, of thes aboad. P
stamps, the issuance of overprints became necessafd 2 Fmk value to

hence the 50/40 penni green and the 1.25 Fmki&§respond with the foreign postcard rétaus, the

penni yellow The issuance happened right at thgnal printing of the 1 1/2Fmk stamp received an

beginning of Decembebut the exact date (of issuepverprinting.

is uncertain. _ Both the base stamp and the overprinting were
There are two dférent overprint arrangementsyuite carefully prepared and printeahd therefore

on each value. In compositiony(Je) |, the bars stop yery few irregularities occurred.

at the same vertical level as the period; whereas in Optaining postal mail franked with the stamp(s)

composition (Ype) II, the bars continue further tgs not an easy taskn especially dificult object is
the right. Both arrangements are common on the 3Qé postcard to abroad.

40p stamps. Howevepf the more than 4 million
printings of the 1.25 Fmk/50 penni specimen only
25,000 carry composition I, which makes for
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Type m/1930 Final Overprints
by Markku Vuorenmaa, translated by Carita Parker
from Abophil, No. 10, 1996

TYPE 1930 FINAL OVERPRINTS

ALL OFTHE 1940-1948 OVERPRINTS CAMEBOUT FORTHE SAME REASON.
AS POSAL RATES INCREASED, SAMPS WITH THE OLD RATE WERE
OVERPRINTEDTO REFLECTTHE NEW RATE. SUCH FRUGALITYHAS NOT
BEEN PRACTICED SINCE EXCEPTN SOME SPECIALCASES.ALL
OVERPRINTED ISSUESNERE LARGE.THE SMALLEST CONSISTED OF 2
MILLION AND THE LARGESTOF 10 MILLION SPECIMENS.

THE 1940 OVERPRINTS

The ugency to have new lion stamp values in circulation was the reason for the
issuance of the 1940 overprint$he domestic postal rates increased on June 16, 1940,
and that same dayhe new overprinted orange-yellow 1.75/1.25 Fmk stamps for
postcards and the 2.75/2 Fmk red for letters were issued. Domestic mail franked with
one or the other value is common. Seen also are some objects to other Scandinavian
countries. On individual mail abroad, the 2.75/2 Fmk was valid to Germany at a special
rate untilAugust 31, 1942. Uneven perforation is common on both values, as are
perforation shiftsAnd on the 2.75/2 Fmk@here are slight shifts in the overprinting.

THE 1943 OVERPRINTS

The violet 3.5/2.75 Fmk overprinted stamp was issued on January 1, 1943, and was
suitable as postage on domestic letters, and thus commonly encouhvéirethe

rate change of September 1, 1942, the stamps of the old rate had been overprinted
with the newUneven perforation is rather common on the stamps. Other peculiarities
include a shift in the overprint and perforation, as well as a rarely occurring extra
print mark caused by equipment. It is prudent to carefully examine the overpsatsof

since these could have been caused by printing ink seepage through the paper

THE 1946 OVERPRINTS

With the postal rate increase on January 16, 1946, there arose the need to issue new
lion stamps, and among these appeared also the violet 8/5 Fmk ovégaint. stamps

with the old rate were overprinted with the n@lve stamps are common on domestic
letters, and there are some specimens mailed to other Scandinavian colihties.
peculiarities of this stamp is the base stanfpatfand overprint shifts - sometimes
rather lage. The overprint disets are questionable, because the given impression
could have been caused by printing ink seepage through the paper

THE 1948 FINAL OVERPRINT

The type 1930 final overprinted stamp was the violet 12/10 Fmk issued on February
9, 1948.The reason again was the January 1st rate chahgestamp is common on
domestic letters, occasional to (other) Scandinavian countries dialldibn mail
abroad. One peculiarity worth mentioning is the stanfipedfHere again the overprint
offsets should be viewed with reservation, since once more, this could be printing ink
seepage through the paper
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The Postal Stationery of Finland - Part 10

Still One More Time on Finnish Postal Stationey
by Juhani PietilS, translated by KaukoAr o
reprinted from Abophil, No. 1, 1996

THE FINAL RECEIPTS

Page 8
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Whenever the de_sign of the stam fﬁ'ﬁ: ;;é Retour-kort wm Finland.
changed for the adhesive stamp, the val '-fg’;ﬁ.i St

stamp on the return receipt was als
changed accordinglyrhe return receipts
of 1889 with a new value stamp were firg
printed in June 1890 he return receipts
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printed now were identical to the prio
ones except for the value stamp which th
had numerals only in upper comefhe

color of the value stamp continues re
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although occasionally it has hints of ligh ".’..9.“?:

carmine.This time some 20,000 copies of
the return receipts were printed, all of Figure 1.A nicely and corectly postmarked specimen of the final

. . . . .._issue with numerals in upper comers. The dispatching cancellation
which also went |.ntc.) C|rculat|0n. In Splteis the double-ring +BO cancellation dated 25. 5. 92 (May 25, 1892)
of the Sma” printing quantity when yhich was often used as anriaml postmark. The ecipient has
compared with the stamp, an adequateceipted the mailed item imWastehus on its arrival date of 28. 5.

supply has survived for future generations?2, fom whee it was eturned next day to bo. The <bo arrival
Return receipts with numeral in upperstrike is fom the same date of 29. 5.

comers were still printed one more timg

in 1892 when the form itself was revise(

slightly. The instructions at the bottom of

the form were removed, but otherwist

there were no meaningful dérences

Retﬂur-kﬂr}{\inq&ﬂﬁﬁ]andf =t
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from the prior issueThe color of the \ 3 o ‘\\";_,-.J;-J,I;.;_?@'-?"
value stamp continues rethis time the ‘ ”""%’”'”%" ”’5* {-J‘ : breef” if vt
printing was lager, a total of 46,100 a3, WL i BERY

copies; howevermore than one half of nnehidliands

the printing was later returned an Mol s ot i e T 5 you
destroyed.Therefore, less than 20,00( ¢ A-"EC{H;,&(..

receipts were usedihe use of return
receipts did not increase in line with
expectations as their consumptio

remained basically fiat even in the 1820

The earlier return receipts were ordereﬁigure 2.An early and attractively cancelled example of FinlandO
Inal return receipt. It has alepating cancellation fom Helsinki

returr?ed from Post @ites al_ready "N 30.3.1901, and it aived in Evo omMpril Fool® Day The quality of
1891; thus, only the latest issue withhe example heris without faults.

numerals in upper comers was available
afterwards.

A printing of 5,000 copies of the latest issue with
numerals in upper comers was prepared for the Again, a new return receipt was printed in 1901,
Supreme Postéldministration in St. Petersbyiwith  when the designs of the stamps were changlee.

a OSpecimenO overprint. value stamp was 10 penni, similar to the adhesive

1901VALUE STAMP WITH EAGLE DESIGN
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stamp, and the form was identical with that of theollection for the period which is being covered.
prior issue except for the type of letterinbhe They also add their own difulties to a collection
printing was over 40,000 copies, in several batches. the printings of the early issues were snidle
The validity of the receipt ended simultaneously withaper stock of the return receipts has been uniformly
that of the stamps, namely May 15, 19Even after thin, which has posed a problem from the point of
this, plans were made for a new design of retuview of preservation. Return receipts of good quality
receipts with a value stamp identical to the 19Wwithout any tears and with good cancellations are
stamps, but it was never issued; thus, the retwought-after specimens. It is not always possible to
receipt of 1901 design remained the final one. hold onto this standard when collecting the first
The return receipts are an integral part of thesues of receipts.
postal stationery familyThus, they belong to a

K.P.X.P. Departure andArrival Stations Listed

The following article is based on severdf.P-X.P.
sources, both published and unpublished, and KsP-X.P.
has been complied by Ms. Soila Siltala of tHeP.X P
Post Museum Library from a series of articlds-P.X.P.
written by Y. Tielinens which appeared in
Suomen Postimerkkilehfrom 1972-1975. K.P.X.P.

While the K.PX.P. railway cds (circular dateK.P.-X.P.
stamp) is the most common FinnigiPO K.P.X.P.
cancellation, it is not always easy to find a li-P.-X.P.
identifying the routes of each of the 20 KKFP. K.P.X.P.
mail coachesThis list is intended to fill thatK-P.X.P.

1: Helsinki-Pietari (St. Petersly)r1894
2: Pietari-Helsinki 1894
3: Helsinki-Toijala-Turku 1894-1903
3: Helsinki-Turku 1903-1918

(new coastal route)
4:Turku-Toijala- Helsinki 1894-1903
4: Turku-Helsinki 1903-1918
5:Toijala-Tampere-¥asa 1894-1918
6:Vaasa-ampere-dijala 1894-1918
7:Vaasa-SeiEoki-Oqu-Kemi 1894-1918
8: Kemi-Oqu-SeiGoki-Vaasa 1894-1918

9: Kouvola-Kuopio 1894-1915
10: Kuopio-Kouvola 1894-1916
11: Helsinki-Pietari 1894
11: Tampere-Pori 1895-1900
11: Helsinki-Pori 1900-1912
12: Helsinki-Pietari 1894
12: Pori-Bmpere 1895-1900
12: Pori-Helsinki 1900-1916
13:Viipuri-Joensuu 1894-1918
14:Viipuri-Joensuu 1894-1918
15: Hanko-Hyvini§S1900-1908
16: Hanko-Hyvini§$1899-1913
17:Turku-Helsinki 1900-1917

information gap. K.P.X.P.

Most of the 20 K.BX.P. cds and the numerou&.P.X.P.
varieties (there are about 70) are fairly commadfy,P-X.P.
but a few are rather scarce including: &P K.P.X.P
No. 1 (Helsinki-Pietari) and K.R.P. No. 2 K.PX.P
(Pietari-Helsinki) because it was in use only -P.X.P.
1894. Coach Nos. 13, 17, and 19 are alkePX.P.
somewhat elusive. K.P.X.P.

For several reasons more than one cds Wa§ X.P.
manufactured for several of the coaches, m#sP-X.P.
notably K.PX.P. No. 8. Initially, two cds were K-P.X.P.
made because the first departing train on tKeP.X.P.
route could not return to the departure statinP.X.P.
before the second train had already left. In 1986P.X.P. 18:Turku-Helsinki 1900-1918
new cds were made to replace the originals,P.-X.P. 19: Helsinki-Turku 1900-1914
which by that time were completely worfihe K.P.X.P. 20:Turku-Helsinki 1900-1918

On the first K.BX.P. No. 8 cds,
the upper and lower bridge lines
were complete; by 1895 the
upper line had partially
~ vanished, Figue 1. By 1904,
both bridge lines, above and
below the bars, had worn off,
Figure 2. Figues 3 & 4
illustrate another variety three
stars on the bridge. On Figer
4, the Russian text wasmoved.

In June, 1918 the Post i@k ordered the removal
of the Russian text from all postal cancel:
however not every K.BEX.P. cds still in use in
1918 has been found with the Russian te /'f_,fl’ &
removed.This is an interesting area for furthe ﬁvm u.
study and one which will be revisited in thi: &A1

_ _ G
newsletter in future issues. Figure 3.

"Figure 1.

Figure 4.

Roger P Quinby
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The 1892 Sample/Specimen Stamps, Reprints &fterprints
by Jukka Sarkki, fr om Abophil, No. 1, 2000
translated by Carita Parker

The 1889 stamps with OSPECIMENO overprint

THE TYPE 1860AND 1866AFTERPRINTS in Finland.An order was placed for 500 series each
of the stamps and stationery no longer in use, as
The stamps that have gained the least attentiwell as an order for 5000 series each of the type
in Finnish philately are the Finnish sample stampk889 in use.
reprints and afterprintsThey were made from the  On September 24, 1891, the Finnish Senate
1856, 1860, 1866, 1875, 1885, 1889, and 18@iffice Committee authorized the Finnish Postal
issues, and also from several stationery envelopegministration to deliver the stamps ordered
of that time The first reprints were made as early asarked with the word OSPECIMEM®Othe same
1862, and the final afterprints in 1956, when ovéime, the Postahdministration was also authorized
stamps appeared in the appendix of the thémprint a suficient quantity of those values that
published book on Finnish oval stam$e lagest were lacking, in addition to printing 500 of each of
quantity howevey were printed in 1892. Next, athese values for the Postadministration®future
closer analysis of how these stamps were madeeds.The type 1889 stamps were ordered on
Stationery envelopes have for the most part be@gtober 13, 1891, from the Sigillata Printingfioé
excluded from this text. then in chage of the making of postage stamps and
stationery Because inventory of some of the older
Samples offlype 1889 OSPECIMENO Overprintsstamp values was indidient, the Finnish Postal
Administration placed an order for these on
Terminology A reprint is one made with originalNovember 5, 1891. In a letter dated January 20,
plates, printed (dicially) after the stamp period of 1892, the order to mark the stamps with the word
use.Whereas an afterprint is a stamgfiofally OSPECIMENO was revoked, as was the printing of
printed on plates diérent from the original plates.certain other values. Judging from the material at
The one thing these have in common is that stanfpnd it appears, howevedhat the stamps sent to
thus made have been used in situations where sangile Petersbuy were anyhow marked with the
stamps were required of previously issued postag®rementioned text.
stamps. It may be emphasized that unoél Apparently stamps and stationery were printed
afterprints or reprints are considered bogus. in somewhat lager quantities than ordered, since
A sample stamp, on the other hand, is a modékre is reason to suspect that the printinicef
of a postage stamp often overprinted with the wondanager Wilhelm Brandstake, made additional
OSPECIMENO or similar in order to prevent its uspecimens for himself and several high-ranking
as postage. philatelists According to the bookkeeping records
St. Petersby Order of that time, all in all reprints and afterprints were
made of 15 postage stamps and 17-20 items of
On July 3, 1891, the main Russian Post &tationeryThe remainder of the sample series order
TelegrapAdministration placed an order for samplevas gathered from existing stock.
stamps of all the postage stamps and stationeries used
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and the dicial printed quantity was 1000 specimens.
The stamps were delivered to the Finnish Postal
Administration on Dec. 29, 1892, of which 500
examples were forwarded to St. Petergpur
apparently marked with the OSPECIMENO .
stamps are distinguishable from the genuine by their
smooth paper and pale, even gum.

Types 1860 and 1866

The afterprint (of these types) were made from
imprints originally printed by using the photogravure
method.The exception here is, that the same colored
5 kopek and 20 penni, as well as the 10 kopek and
40 penni specimens were apparently printed at the
same timeThe sheet size is 2 x 5 stamps. Perforation
type is IV (sed-acit or Normg and gum even and
pale coloredThe oficial printed quantity was 1000
sets, delivered to the Finnish Pogiadministration
on December 29, 1892, of which 500 sets were
forwarded to St. Peterskhapparently marked with
the OSPECIMENO text.

Type 1875/1882

OSPECIMENO Marks and Prints

As far as this type goes, the stamps are divided
The 1892 type 1856-1885 sample stampnsto three groupslhe order for afterprints of values
appeared with two diérent OSPECIMENO marks2 and 5 penni and 1 Fmk was canceled on January
i.e., with and without a border or frame. Of thes@0, 1892, because of apparentlyfsiént stock.The
the rubber mark without a frame is apparently olderventory of these, as well as that of the 10, 20 and
than the newer metal mark with a frame, which mo2b penni values was didient enough so that the
likely was made in 1891/92 expressly for this ordeBt. Petersbyr order of 500 sets could be filled by
For some unknown reason, in addition to markingarking the original stamps with the OSPECIMENO
the stamps with the metal stamp#re borderless marks.The stamps were delivered to the Finnish
rubber type was also used. PostalAdministration on January 15, 1892. In
The type 1889 stamps were marked with tHeeping with the ordereprints were however made
word OSPECIMENO because whole sheets (of tfic¢he 10, 20 and 25 penni stam@de oficial
stamps) were available and the quantity of the serfgented quantity of these consisted of 500 s€ke
ordered lager. The printing of the word stamps were made at the printindicé, with the
OSPECIMENO on the older stamps was revokedsame imprints used for the 1885 type, except the
January 20, 1892, but regardless, some stanmgodors were that of type 1875/1882hese were
delivered after this date have been discovered withlivered to the Finnish Postadministration on
the aforementioned marKhus it can be assumedJanuary 15, 1892, and remained at the
that for some reason the order to stop imprintiregiministration€own disposal, and thus not supposed
OSPECIMENO was not heed&his writer has not to be seen marked OSPECIMEN.O
discovered any additional information on the matter The 8 and 32 penni values were no longer in
stock, and since none was among the 1885 type
Type 1856 either entirely new imprints had to be made in order
to do the reprints. Lithography was used to print the
With no stamps in stock, the afterprint was madg#amps and the fi€ial quantity made consisted of
from copies of imprints of the original plates using000 seriesThe stamps were delivered on December
typography The sheets consisted of 4 x 5 stamp@9, 1892, of which 500 sets were forwarded to St.
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Petersbug apparently marked with the main Post- andelegraphAdministration instead of

OSPECIMENO text. through the Finnish PostAdministration.
All of the stamps were 12 1/2 line perforated
and the size of the printed sheet was 5 x 5 stamps. Stationery

Thus, the 8 and 32 penni values are easily
distinguished from the genuine by perforation type. The majority of the stationery types were not
sent until the third shipment on October 16, 1893.
Type 1885 On October 30, 1893, St. Petergpimformed as
having received all of the ordered stamfscording
There was enough of this type in stockfo the shipping list, the 1845 OPorto StempelO
eliminating the need for additional reprints to benvelopes were not fidially made and likewise no
made.The ordered 500 sets with the OSPECIMENgher stationery envelopes in use prior to 188
mark was delivered from the printer on January 1®ldest delivered types, according to the
1892.The exceptions here apparently are the 5 arfdforementioned) list, are the 1860, 5 and 10 kopek
10 Fmk stamps of which only 100 sets of each wadationery envelopes. On the other hand, according

delivered according to the shipping list. to the Granbey stationery catalogue such were in
fact made. Furthermore, also discovered are
Type 1889 afterprints of stationery neverfafially issued.Thus

the situation concerning the stationery types is
This type was then in use and stamps thusomewhat Ounresolved.O Further information about
plentiful. The ordered 5000 sets were made bthe 1892/1893 stationery types can be found in the
printing whole sheets with the OSPECIMENO texdLAPEO 2000 catalogue on pages 64-68 and the
The order was delivered from the printer on Januagranbeg catalogue on stationery
15, 1892.

Type 1891 Rarity of Stamps

For most part, all OSPECIMENO
marked stamps are fiifult objects,
because they were sent to St.
Petersbuy and apparently from there
mostly as stamp exchanges abroad.
The unmarked reprints and
afterprints stayed in Finland and thus
sufficient quantities have remained
with collectors.There seems to be
more of the (aforementioned) type
1891 sample stamps fefred at
auctions than those marked
OSPECIMEN.Orhe most common,
however are the type 1889

There is no mention of the type 1891 stamps®@SPECIMENO marked sets, since their printed
the available Postahdministration sample stampquantity was at least 5000 each. Objects from this
shipping lists. Howevestamps listed have been seefet are reasonably easy to come by and the price, in
marked both with a small OSPECIMENO text as wabst instances, is also reasonable.
as with the corresponding OOBRAZETSO nitk. It is well to rememberthat besides the 1892
latter text reaches across the entire sheet, so th@iSPECIMENO stamps, sample stamps have, since
single stamp might only show part of the mark. 1878, been delivered to the UPU and other foreign
earlier literature these stamps have not been inclugedt ofices. The older OSPECIMENO rubber mark
together with the aforementioned sample stamps. with the frame is believed to have been included in
reason for this might be, that the stamps were mablese deliveries. Consequenttilis mark might be
in Russia and therefore would have been ordefednd on stamps mentioned in this text.
from the printing dfice directly to the St. Peterslgur
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Bogus 5 FmkVaasa/\\asa CoverOffered at RecentAuction

by JussiTouri, fr om Filatelisti, No. 1, 2000
translated by Carita Parker

P ———— interesting cover addressed to GermaBgsides a
SURNEN PUVASER RAARTIO BELUMGIN NOOMTRSONITY Jaasa gnFtﬁg'C‘gféi o also rar‘];esdv‘j":rz olack saarinen
p A different Helsinki marksThe cover is registeredihe
envelope is one that was used by the Finnish Red
Guard Helsinki food procurement committee.
Regrettably the cover is totally bogus. Neither a Red
Guard, nor even less, a procurement committee
7 existed in the summer of 1918, and was certainly
1= . ' «| disbanded long before this cover was cancelled in
N 07 ot Helsinki onAugust 2, 1918. Furthermore, validity
; for theVaasa type issues was prohibited on mail to
abroad dective June 14, 1918. Howeyéhne 1 Fmk
for registration adheres to the correct postal fidtes
is the reason why the cover is franked with the
In conjunction with the October Merkki-Albert'®ddish-black 1 Fmk issudhe Vaasa 5 Fmk has
nly a decorative value. | (writer) have never seen it
(Vaasa 5 Fmk) correctly used on mail to abroad. If
such a specimen is discovered it would be a philatelic
ARTIN BELSINGIN NOONITUSKOMITER sensation.
. RS T TERE A Hopefully, the buyer of this object knew what
he had purchased. | (writer) would estimate the value
of this item to be only that of a beautifully cancelled
Vaasa 5 Fmk stamfhe auctioneer was told that
the object was bogus prior to the auction, and
hopefully this information was retold also during the
proceedingsThe object starting price indicates that
the item might have come under suspicion by the
auction houseThe fault in my (write®) opinion is,
g'lat this matter received no mention in the catalogue.

auction, there was introduced a supposed

In this close-up, the right cds is obviouslygar than the
mark on the left used to cancel the 1 Fmk Saarinen issu

20 Kopek Romanov Money Stamp on Parel Card

Kam. Mo 1 Sl ekt | Pastimerkbield

AL,

HWuponki -
Osotekortti Postal pacel cad from a Helsinki
railway station with 8. 1. 1915 cds,
to Ruokolahti. 20 kopek money stamp
and 40 penni + 20 penni +5 penni +
2 penni 191 New Russian Eagle
Types. The rate is: 20 kopek = 53
*l penni + 67 penni = 120 penni
= (franked value) Parel weight = 2.5
: kg. First 500 g = 40 penni; following
500 g units = 20 penni each; 4 x 20
penni = 80 penni + 40 penni = total
120 penni. (Fom the collection of
| Jorma Keturi.)

_ Fal; } __Hgﬂi!lﬂism pakettilihetysti varten.
{g/ e /:f;fm : p- azg..
| /?‘))wm-;f’eﬂm ot /fjf/ r-’(:/éi/_
P £ = -

" /erm;«-_ e Aoz ﬁa—(’-{ L

1'. f - o
‘ Fitminithe poletit distin £0 o eWaieay o oy d



The Finnish Philatelist ¥oV. 5, No. 2 ¥ May 2000 Page 14

Bi-lingual Tornio ResealingTape Used February-May 1918

White Government Censorship of Foreign Mail During War of Independence

Over the last several years we have
published several articles on postal censorship
in Finland duringWorld War 1. All the censor
offices were closed by November 26, 1917,
except the Helsinki difte which remained
open until January 28, 1918. During my visit
to NORDIA 2000 in Solluntuna, Sweden in
March, | was fortunate to pick up several
covers from the CiviWar period. Jorma Keturi
has provided some comments about the
ODrnion sotasensuurin avaamaO label that was
used to reseal envelopes by fwnio censor
office from February to Mgy1918.

Post Ofice circular No. 13471, dated
March 26th 1917, directed all mail from
foreign countries or addressed to abroad, be
sent to the Helsinki Censor f@fe. TheTornio
office was not to be used.

Just a few days later another Posfi€af
circular, No. 113577 dated March 29, 1917,
directed the cessation of tfiernio censorship
activities. Only 5 censors stayed on duty as
the shipping companiesO foreign mail was
directed to theTornio office. This was done
to speed up handling of their mail.

The last known mark from th&ornio
censor ofice is April 19, 1917. For more
details on the dice during theWWw | period
see,T. Termone & J. KeturiPostisensuuri
Suomessal914-1918Part 2, pages 59-79.

During the FinnishNar of Independence
(also referred to as the @Wof LiberationO),
there was no postal censorship activities by

the White Government between January 29;igure 1. This coverfranked with a 50 penni Saarinen issue

. - and postmarked with a TPO cds OPostiljoonivauny@eT
1918 and February 14, 1918; oroytgoing Postilj.v. T-O (Tornio-Oulu), 23. 1l. 18, is of particular intest

telegrams were censored. On February 1y, 1o reasons: it is adessed to Sweden and mailed during
1918, the chief commander of the Finniskhe period prior to UPUecognition of the Finnish penni stamps
White Army ordered the commandant of then mail to aboad. Until Mach 11, the kopek franking was still

city of Tornio to establish postal censorshipequired on mail to all foeign destinations. Therare several

: : : lausible explanations for the early use of the Saarinen issue:
function for outgoing mail. One of the COVerEFf)he supply of kopek issues was exhaustedesupply impossible

I purchased at NORDIA 2000 turns out to havgye to wartime conditions or postal clerks sympathetic to the
been resealed with the earliest known usagghite government simply igned the impoper franking.
of the new type offornio bilingual censor Second, this cover was opened and inspected by the war censor
tape.The Tornio censor dfce continued to at Tornio and esealed with the new bi-lingual @hion
censor foreign letters after th&ar of sotasensuurin avaaamaO tapecoding to Jorma Keturi, this

. o .. isthe earliesteported use of thisealing tape. The cover bears
Independence using a tri-lingual Finnishz, 5rrival cds, 26. 2. 18.
Swedish-German mark. In the summer of

1918, the German text was removed.
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Figure 2.At the time this cover was posted April 13,

1918 in Savonlinna, Southern Finland was still partly

under the conwl of the Red Guals. The cover was

addressed to V$io, «land Islands and marked Ovia

Stockholm.O The cover wasatited to ®rnio and opened Figure 4. Thee is surprisingly little mail fom White
by one of the censors who inspected mail sent toaabr Finland to abbad during the civil war period and it seems
The cover was opened, inspected aesealed with the that most of the surviving covers weaddessed to
Ornion sotasensuurin avaamaO tape in use by the WHit@eden. It should also be noted that many of these covers
government censors irfio. The cover is franked with are without a transit or departermark fom Tornio or
the temporay wartime asa issues at the 40 penniinlandan arrival cds at Stockholm. This cover was cancelled at
rate. The ¥Wasa issues wernot valid on mail to almad, Pudas, 25. V18. This is a late use of therfio resealing
but then this cover is addssed to a destination intape. Thee are no transit or arrival marks. Ma&
Finland. On the other hand additional confusion has beénformation about the censoringgeedues at the @rnio
caused by the censoring, which aatiog to regulations, office during this period would be apmiated.

applied only to mail going to abad.

Unfortunately there are no

Stockholm transit marks, so it is

impossible to be certain that the

cover went to Stockholm and then

back to Finland. Fom the collection

of Jorma Keturi.

Figure 3, Right. Letter sent by a
Swedish volunteer soldierdm
LempSSIS, 15. 118, to Stockholm,
backstamped May 2, 1918. Censtr
in Tornio accoding to the new
regulations, opened, inspected and
resealed with theadrnio bi-lingual
censor tape. Fom the collection of
Jorma Keturi.

This article was written by Roger
P. Quinby based on information
provided by Jorma Keturi.
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Seitsonen Exhibit Pages: Par3 - Air Mail via Sweden,
London and Scotland to & from the Americas, 1942-1946

Air mail via Sweden and England fom March 31, 1942 to Mach 5, 1945

After the transport of mail became uncertain from Finland toAimericas and was interrupted in the
summer of 1944, the Finns tried to keep letter communications with United States correspondents via third
parties in Sweden using mail connections between Sweden and the USA.

Direction: From Finland to friends in Sweden and from there on the air route, Stockholm, to Scotland, and
then to London, and from there by air to N¥ark

Cover with letter written in Finland and sent to Sweden for remailing to the USA; from
Ringkarlehy, 9. 5. 1944, containg the Finnish reply letter 18. 4. 44 (April 18, 1944). The fate
of these letters vas to be examined and held ly English censors because of the Finnish origin.

Air mail rate: 2.20 Skr

Captured by English censor No. 5668 and released in Januayy946.
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Mail traf fic from Finland to the Americas suspended fom August 21, 1944 to Mach 5, 1945

The invasion in Provence in the southern part of Frandeuguoist 15, 1944 interrupted postal connection
from Finland to Spain and to all of tienericas. Berlin informed Finland of the matter Angust 19th
and the post dice refused to accept letters addressed tofangrican country fromugust 21st.

Direction: The mail addressed from Finland to thmericas was returned from tA®&irku andHelsinki
exchange post Gites to sender with a notice of the interruption offtcaf

Letter to the Dominican republic: Eurajoki, 23. Il. 45 - returned with the stamp
'ORETURNEDTO SENDER, SERICE SUSPENDEDO )
(ORulautetaan IShettSjSllePostiyhteys toistaiseksi keskeytyptO)

Letter rate: October 1, 1942 to June G, 1945: -20 grams = 4.9 Fmk
The air mail rates from Finland to the Americas vere announced on March 5, 1945

Air mail via the Finnish Embassy in Stockholm fom August 21, 1944 to Mach 5, 1945

When the mail was interrupted from Finland to the USA it was possible to send letters through the Finnish
Embassy in Stockholm in limited numberAmerica.

Direction: to the Finnish Embassy in Stockholm, where the letters were franked with Swedish postage to
be conveyed on the route Stockholm to Scotland, and from there through London ¥oiew

A letter to the USA: Lejos OyHelsinki to Stockholm, January 26, 1945
The reply is asked to be addressed: Finska Legation, Stockholm, &en - Lejos Oy Helsinki
Rate: 0. 95 Skr
Censor No. 61186 in the USA
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Surface mail of the civilians interned inTrinidad to Finland fr om February, 1942 to Decemberl943

When England and Canada declared war on Finland in December 1941, Finnish citizens, mainly seamen
became internees of these countrieAnmerica

Direction: FromPort of Spain by the ships of OYbarroO company to Portugal or Spain, and from there via
Berlin and Stockholm tdlelsinki. The mail to Finland was not directed through the International Red
Cross.

Letter from Trinidad, where there were 64 Finnish
sailors interned: Port of Spain, DE 30, 42.

English censor in Tinidad
German censor in Berlin
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Air mail from the Americas to Finland from February 27 to September7, 1945

When the USAwas releasing mail addressed to Finland, air mail was held because of highgaschar
This mail was kept in the NeMork Post Ofice. The first air mail letters arrived in Finland in the beginning
of August,1945

Direction: FromNew York by air viaLondon to Stockholm and from there by ship fhurku and Helsinki.

The USA alloved only cards without any
pictures from the Americas to Finland until
September 16, 1945.

A printed matter card without picture from
Cuba: Havana, 17 FEB, 1945 to Helsinki,
2.8. 1945

Rate for printed matter: = 1 Centavo
Air mail: = 45 Centavos

Censored in Cuba and in the USA, Censor
No. 30213

Air mail to NewYork via Scotland and from March 6, 1945, to July 4, 1945

The postal trdfc from Finland to theAmericas was opened at first as air mail. In the beginning the air
route had about two flights a week with no regular timetable and from May 21 to July 3, 1945 there was
one flight each weekdapfter July 3, mail via Prestwick was halted. On the first flight toAngerican
continent there were about 500 letters weighing about 3.3THey were addressed mainly to the USA,

but some 20 letters were addressed to other destinationsAmigecas.

Direction: FromHelsinki and Turku by ship to Stockholm, from there by air through Prestwick and
London toNew York.

From March 6, 1945, only ordinary letters with a
weight less than one ounce (28.5 g) could be sent
to the USA.

From March 14 to October 3, 1945, only ordinary
letters weighing less than one ounce (28.5 Q)
could be sent to the Americas

A letter to New York: Helsinki, 6. 3(March). 45.

Rate: letter October 1, 1942 to June 8, 1945 =
for less than 2 g, 4.50 Fmk.
Air mail: March 6, 1945 to July 31, 1945 for 6-10

g = 18 Fmk.
Censored in the USA ly Censor No. 8073, No. 49 in
Helsinki.
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Air mail to Brazil via Scotland and NewYork fr om March 6, 1945, to July 4, 1945

Direction: FromHelsink and Turku, by ship toStockholm, from there by air througlPrestwick and
London, toNewYork, and from there the air mail connection five times a week througlélsé Indies to
South America.

From March 6-13, 1945, ordinary and
registered letters with a weight less
than 2 ounces (56.5 g) could be sent
to the Americas except to the USA.

From March 14 to October 3, 1945,
only ordinary letters weighing less
than one ounce (28.5 g) could be sent
to the Americas

A letter to Brazil: Helsinki, 28. 5. 45.

Rate: letter October 1, 1942 to June
30, 1945 =

for less than 20 g, 4.50 Fmk.

Air mail: March 6, 1945 to July 31,
1945 for less than 5g = 19 Fmk.

Censor No. 5626 in the USA

Air mail to London and from there on a surface oute to all American countries from
March 6, 1945 to Novembeb, 1948

The mail was conveyed this way only from Finland toAhgericas.

Direction: FromHelsinki andTurku through Stockholm by air connectionsltondon, and from there by
ship to NewYork.

The marking indicating the way of
conveying OB AIR TO THE UNITED
KINGDOMO was obligatory in the
airmail from Finland only to

England

A letter to the USA: Helsinki, 16. 3.
45, to Charleston, SC, 2 MA 1945

Letter rate from October 1, 1942 to
June 3, 1945:-20 grams = 4.5 Fmk
Air Mail rate from March 6, 1945 to
Octcober 23, 1945

6-10 grams = 5 Fmk

Censored in Helsinki: Censor No. 3
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The mail traffic restrictions were withdrawn

On September 17, 1945, by order of the Postmaster General, the USAdastaktration announced the
resumption of normal postal communications with Finland except for insured letters and printed matter parcels
weighing more than 1 pound (500 grams). In Finland the decision became valid on October 4, 1945

A direct air route was opened fom Sweden to Newrork via Iceland to all American
countries. Air mail via Reykjavik from July 5, 1945 to Decembe81, 1945

Direction: FromHelsinki and Turku to Stockholm, and from there on the route of S.I.L.A. company
Stockholm to Reykjavik, to Goose Bayp New York.

The weight restriction of 1 ounce (28.5 g) for letters was lifted in Finland on October 4, 1945 and letters up
to 2 kg were allowed according to international weight restrictions. In order to save foreign currency the
weight limit for air mail letters outside Europe was 3 g until October 7, 1948.

Registered letters could be sent from Finland to America from October 4, 1945, hoever, the letter had to be
sealed in the presence of a postal clerk after pxing that it did not contain an y money or valuables

A registered ® g letter to the USA: Helsinki, 12. X. 45, to New ¥rk, then to Wyoming.
Letter rate from September 1, 1945 to DecemberBd 1945 21-40 grams = 16 Fmk
Air mail rate from August 1, 1945 to October 24, 1945: 26-® grams = D8 Fmk

Registration from September 1, 1945 to December B, 1946 = 10 Fmk
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Air mail via London and NewYork from January 1, 1946 to July 2, 1946 alAmerican
countries, except SoutlAmerica when service commenced Marh 22, 1946

Because of the expensive transit geFinland discontinued the route through Reykjavik and redirected
the air connection through London.

Direction: FromHelsinki andTurku, from there by air through GothenlgyiLondon andNew York.

A reply letter to a German infantry soldier transferred to €xas; from Helsinki, 18. 4. 46.

POW correspondence vas controlled by officials. Directions given POW® were to be followed re contents
and frequency of correspondenceThe franking of the reply letters were in accordance with the postage of
international mail. US Censor No. 60582.

Letter rate: from September 1, 1945 to December3 1946; less than D g = 10 Fmk.
Air mail rate: from October 24, 1945 to December 3., 1946; less than 5 g = 22 Fmk.

Air mail via London and Natal from March 22, 1946 toApril 15, 1946 to all South
American countries.

Direction: fromHelsinki andTurku by ship to Stockholm and from there by airltondon with direct
connections offuesday and Friday to Natal, Rio de Janerio and Bu&ires.

General comment: During 1946 air mail to thmericas was changed épril 16th to be routed through
New York and on July 3rd, the frequency was increased to three time a week on a route from Copenhagen
to New York.

Air mail letter weighing more than 30 g addressed
to abroad. An exception could be made for
important business correspondence A Letter to
Argentina from Lahti, 22. Ill. 46.

Letter rate: from September 1, 1945 to December
31, 1946; 41-60 g = 22 Fmk.

Air mail rate: from October 24, 1945 to March
31, 1946; 41-45 g = 35 Fmk.

The missing D Fmk was charged on March 27 at
the exchange office in Tirku.
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Air mail via London and NewYork to all American countries except SouthAmerica
from March 22, 1946 to July 2, 1946

Direction: FromHelsinki andTurku by ship to Stockholm and from there by air through Londdtetw York.

Articles liable to a customs duty were under certain conditions allowed in letters from Finland to the USA.

A letter conaining photographs was liable to duty. These items vere accepted kg the Finnish and US customs
officials. Helsinki, 26. 11l. 46 to New York.

Letter rate: from September 1, 1945 to December13 1946; less than D g = 10 Fmk.
Air mail rate: from October 24, 1945 to December 3, 1946; 16-20 g = 88 Fmk.
Registration fee from September 1, 1945 to DecemberB 1946 = 10 Fmk.

Military mail fr om the USArmy to Finland fr om August 2, 1945

Direction: FromNew York by ship through London and Gothenguand from there via Stockholm to
Helsinki.

A letter from a US Arny private to Finland: A.RO. # 147, JUN 3, 1946, to helsinki, 14. VI. 46

Rate: free of charge
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The exchange office in Nework commenced to send aimail from American countries via
London when necessary fom September8, 1945 to Mach 21, 1946

Direction: FromNew York by air via London t&tockholm, from there toTurku and Helsinki.

Air traffic between Finland and Sweden was suspended from March 5, 1945 to November 21, 1946 except
for a few postal flights to Finland by the Swedish compaBA.

All postal trafic between Finland and themerican countries was conveyed via the Néwk exchange

post ofice. The USAset all the terms on the letter mail regarding weight or sort and these applied to all
American countriesThere was much less postal correspondence frorAnierican countries to Finland
than from Finland to thAmericas.

Registered mail from the American
countries to Finland was again permitted
on September 17, 1945.

Registered letter from Brazil: Rio de
Janeiro, D Feb 46, via New York, March
3, to Helsinki, 11. Ill. 46

Letter rate: 4 ¢y 6200 reis

The mail between Finland and the USemote possessionsdm Decembel6, 1941 tcApril 4, 1946

Although mail connections from Finland to the USA were kept open to the summer of 1944, they were
broken of to the remote possessiongesftive December 6, 1941:

Hawaii until March 26, 1942

Guam & Samoa until February 26, 1945

The Philippines untihpril 4, 1946

When the connection was reopened all exchange of mail was handled at tiv@ikeaxchange dice.

Illustrated cards from the USA to Finland were allowed on September 17, 1945.
Illustrated card from Honolulu, Ha waii, MAR 13, 1947.
Rate: 3 cents



