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This issue features the Kaj Hellman, Jussi Itkonen article
from the Finlandia 88, Bulletin No. 2, on the history of the
Helsinki-St. Petersbgr Railway and the first Finnish postal
compartment cancellationghis article will allow collectors to
identify and properly read the cover markings on mail cancelled
on this traveling post &ite and identify all station numbers in
use from 1870 to 1899.

Several of our readers from England have suggested that we
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revise the format of the Heikke Reinikainen series on the m/75
issues with the latest articles frdfitatelisti and work backwards.

hdt Is a good suggestion and as soon as we have several translations

o from the most recent articles, it will be restarted, probably with
the November issue.

SG It is our plan to complete th&.W.l censorship lists by the

r February 1999 issue. If there is didient interest, the complete

. text and censorship location stamps and tapes could be updated

Ndand reprinted in booklet form.

Nordia Bulletin | has been included with thagustFinnish
Philatelist addressed témerican and Canadian readeYse
would very like to see about ten exhibits on displayunku in
September1999.This is an excellent opportunity to have your
exhibit reviewed and judged by Nordia/FIP standards. See the
notice on page 3. It is also important to note that exhibit
applications are due by mid JanuaPjease contact me if you
have any questions about exhibiting or attending the show

In a recent issue dfilatelisti, Kari Lehtonen, has written a
long article on the 191®/asa.This article represents the latest
research on this temporary civil war issue. Kari is FinlandO
recognized expert and a renowned exhibitor (Pacific 97 vermeil)
in this area. Mrs. Carita Parker has translated the article and it
will be reproduced as another supplement to the regular

Manuscripts are welcome. Send all mate

to the editorWhile due care will be taken,

we do not accept responsibility f
submitted materials. For return

riaNovember issue.

You may recall that last fall we published a note (which had
hrpreviously appeared ihuren andLinn®) that eight cancellers
pfwere taken from the postal museum in Helsinki. | am pleased to

submissions, enclose a stamped refunmention here (albeit, somewhat late) that the items have been

envelope. Manuscripts must be typed
submitted on computer disk. Illustratio
should be clean and sharp, suitable
scanning.All manuscripts are subject
editing at the discretion of the staf

Ofeturned and it appears that there has not been any Ophilatelic

NSdamageO insofar as we know

for As I will be on the road during much of October and

ONovember the November issue will more than likely be
somewhat late. Please be patient.
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Heikki Reinekkainen Reports Two Double Printed Finnish
Stamps from the Classic 1866 & 1875 Emissions

As an answer to the inquiry of Mr
Jacob KisneBfind, | offer two interesting
illustrations of double printed stamgse
interest lies in the fact, that the printing
methods in both stamps are faifent.
Hence, the reasoning for the double
printing differs somewhat, as well.

The Serpentine rouletted 20 penni
stamp was printed by a hand operated flat
press.This means that the printing paper
was placed in the end of a long jointed or
segmented Oarm@/hen the pressure in Fiqure 1 _
the hand operated machine was for some g Figure 2
reason - perhaps the hold of the printer slippedsome empty trial runs with the machine before the
repeated, it is easy to believe, that this long arprinting started agairilhe cylinder was protected
with several flimsy hinges was able to move a littlavith paper Some ink was probably transferred from
bit sideways thus @detting the second imag€his the cleaned printing block. If the paper was clean
means, that the first short pull was the cause of tle@mough, it was used again and a double printing was
double image and the second one created the réalrn. This image is weaker and shows best at the
picture.This feature shows clearly in the doubledop of the picture and in the lower numeral circles.
oval pearls just under the cancelation and on the Editor® note: Further information on the
right vertical sideline. printing of the early Finnish stamps may be found

On the other handType 1 1875Charta in an article by D.A. Drombeg in, Suomen
Sigillata stamps were printed by a steam operat&bstimerkkien KSsikirjavol. I, Second Series,
cylinder pressThe professionals printers report thapages 31-49, 1975.
after a break in the work, it was customary to make

A. K. Loidl Requests Information on the Langolain Pen Cancellation: During
1861, Did Langolain Serve as a Postal Clerk in Kuopio?

Although | am a new member 11. 1861, (November 18,
of the Scandinavian Collectors 1861) and with an ink
Club, I have been a very cancellation, which looks
enthusiastic collector and like that of Langolain (see
exhibitor of Finnish stamps, illustration). Thequestion
particularly classic Finland for which appears nowWas
some years. Nevertheless, from Langolain at Kuopio at this
time to time there occur questions time? Is there any
for which | do not have an information about that in the
immediate answer but should be solved. May | asKiterature? Or is it only the pen cancellation of
your readers now as follows: another clerk in the Kuopio postfafe with a

The ink cancellation of Langolain is known cancellation signature similar to Langolain? | would
for Helsinki during theyears 1858 and 1859. | have be very thankful if | could get an answeditor®
a piece with a 10 Kopek, 1860 Serpentine emissiomote: Please send your comments to the Editor of
cancelled with a high box postmark of Koupio, 18. TFP.
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Letter From Bob Lang Repots Two UnusualWinter War Covers

At a recent show | picked up what | considedifficult to find from this 3 1/2 month watime
two unusual commercially used Finnish covenseriod (30 November 30, 1939 - March, 13, 1940).

mailed during théWinter War! What you think? Figure 2 is a censored OPrinted MatterO cover
Have you encountered similiar covers in yourom OHameenlinnaO to Hancock, Michigan. 50
search? penni was the rate at the time it was mailed on 28.

11. 40, two weeks before thinter War came to an
end. Unfortunately we dohknhow how long it took
to reach it destination as there are no other
markings on the envelope.

Figure 1

Figure 1 is a registered window envelope
bearing an 800 penni (or 8.00 Fmk) red-colored
meter with the emblem of the Krogious Company
(flag bearing Iron Cross) on it. It was mailed at the
prevailing surface rate from Helsinki (home base
of the company) on 3.1.40 and cancelled again the
next day (4.1.40) at the Munkkiniemi substation at
the Port to an unknown USA destination, probably
NYC as it arrived there about one month later
backstamped both Feburary 1 & 2, 1940.

The cover was censored and shows a registry Figure 2
label plus a purple ORekommenderasO markieg.
reverse also carries a well preserved wax Sddd. Airmail covers to foreign destinations are

franking indicates that it was a double weight lettejuite prevalent during this period in FinlasdO
requiring 5.5 Fmk (over 5 grams as the weight limitsistory, but to find two surface letters mailed only a
were decreased in 1935) plus an additional 2.5 Frmlonth apart was a stroke of luck on my part.

for registry Surface mail to foreign destinations is

NORDIA 99 Set forTurku, 22-24 September for the show are nearly the same as they are for
99, Bulletin No. 1 NowAvailable Nordia 98.The important information is:
¥ alarge silver (US equivalent is a vermeil)
Nordia 99 will be held iTurku, Finland on the medal from aAPS-WSPshow
weekend of September 24-26, 1999 at Theku ¥ 5to 10 frames is éé¢red
Convention Centeduhani PietilS, President of the ¥ applications are due by January 15, 1999
Nordia 99 Oganizing Committee has extended a ¥ frame fee is FIM 100 (about $18 or $19)
cordial invitation for members of the Scandinavian Competitive exhibition classes include:
Collectors Club to exhibit at this important Nordictraditional philatelypostal historypostal stationery
philatelic event. DrPietilS wrote, O®Vare looking aerophilatelythematics, open (display) class, youth
forward to get a good range of US exhibitors andnd a literature class.
their exhibits taTurku in Septembed999.Jourist The 12 member jury includes: Juhani Olamo,
and travel information will soon be available. Kari Rahiala, Eero Hellsten, Harry Swanljung,
Bulletin No. 1 is now available from US Halfdan Helgason, Olafur Eliassakrne O. Olsson,
Representative, Roger Ruinby, at PO Box 738, Gunnar Dahlvig, Frank Gilbgr Per M. Kindem,
Clifton Park, NewvYork, 12065-0738Although the Erirk Hvidberg Hansen and Per Friis Mortensen.
text is in Finnish and Swedish, the exhibiting rules
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Part 2: The 1872Tri-Lingual 8 Penni Postal Card

By Juhani PietilS, Translated by KaukoAro
Reprinted from Abophil, No. 3, 1994

THE TRI-LINGUAL 8 PENNI POSAL CARD Apparently the Post Gite Cashier ordered
(PART 1) 25,000 copies of the postal card forms from
Tilgmann® Lithographers. Both sides of the form
After the use of the postal cards began it becamere printed green and the printing took place in
evident that such cards would also need to be ssheets of 16 blank forms according to Sihtola in a
to Russia. Howevethe first card type did not permitpattern shown in the lower left hand coluniie
this as the text was only in Swedisfherefore, a sheets had guide lines for the purpose of cutting the
new type of postal card was released in JU872. sheets which have assisted in defining the sheets. In
the diagram the cards have a running number and
TRI-LINGUAL CARDWITHOUT ADDITIONAL the letters stand for the reversetand the front (=
TEXT - (NORMA3) 0) side of each carilvhen one side was printed, the
sheet was turned over for a new printing run.
Now the new card was tri-lingual when Finnisiccording to the records at the Charta Sigillafecef
text was added together with Swedish and Russian,200 cards were printed of which some 16,600
(see photo)Apparently space considerationsvere used.
required giving up the curved heading in order to The outward appearance of the first tri-lingual
comfortably fit all three languages onto the c3do card shows hardly any variatioithe cards were
printings of the cards were made, the first in Julyrinted on paper stocks of two féifent colors, but
and the second in November , 1872. that is it for subtypeslhe prevailing paper stock is
of grayish-buf color and its share of all cards is
about three quarter¥he color of the second paper
stock is slightly yellowed, but distinguishing
between the two subtypes is sometimes troublesome.
The differentiation between the two is helped by the
practical piece of information that the following card
with extra text is found only on the paper stock of
the second colofThe color of the value stamp is
always olive-green, although degrees of darkness do
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exist.The earliest known usage dates backugust but apparently also in groupBhe extra printing of
andSeptemberl872. the November batch of forms resulted in clearly
When thinking of a postal card exhibit this cadistinguishable subtypes which are separated here
presents only one problem: a card sent to Russimg Sihtola€presentatiorThe diferences between
should be shown as well, since this option was the types are at times very small, but still clear; thus,
grounds for the printing of this card. Howeyerost the subdivision must be considered appropriate and
of our postal card collections are missing just sughll founded.
a card. Sub-type | Normal 1). The clearest identifier
in the added text is the location of letters OksO in the
TRI-LINGUAL CARDSWITH EXTRA TEXT word OwenajaksiO below the letter OkO in the word
(NORMAA4) OryskaQrhis sub-type can still be divided into two
further sub-types on the basis of the pressure marks
With regard to mailing the cards to Russia evand the sharpness of the printing. Sometimes the
the new cards had a significant flawithout the printing of the added text is so unclear that the text
printed instructions on the cards, the people did imillegible. The earliest usage©f the sub-type are
always realize that the name and address shoul@re® November 1872. Picture 3 [Ed: | do not know
written in Russian. Of course, the Russian Pedtere this picture isunless it is the un-numbered
Office did not necessarily understand thphoto on p.49.] Sub-type Il (Norma | Z)he setting
predominant languages in Finland which weoéthe extra text dfers from the above type as only
normally used for such directions. the letter OsO in the word OwenajaksiO is under the
As a solution to this problem it was decided letter Og®OryskaO, as even the picture shows clearly
print a new tri-lingual extra message which woulBbth sub-types | and Il have a round period at the
correct the flawlt is not clear from the informatiorend of the added text which in turn féifentiates
in the archives why such a message was not incluthede from the next sub-typehis sub-type has been
in the actual printing of the cards, but added in asugied since January 1873.
extra. Sub-type IIl Normall). The final period of the
Two main types of the cards are known with theded text is either missing or square-like in shape.
extra messagé.his was caused by another error This sub-type has also other variations, e.g. the final
the spelling of the extra message as the first mlgitter in the Russian text may be missiAgletailed
types contained a wrong letter in the middle of tiscussion of all the diérent sub-types would require
last Russian wordlhis error was then corrected fample space and is therefore not possible. It must
the second main type with the extra message. still be noted that the cards of sub-type Il are scarce
and certain varieties can never be within the reach
THE FIRSTMAIN TYPE OFTHE CARDWITH  of all collectors The earliest usage©f sub-type Il
THE ADDED MESSAGE NORMA4 11 - 2;1l) date from February 1873.

A new batch of forms of the previous tri-lingudIHE SECOND MAINTYPE OFTHE CARD
card were printed in Novembeir872 on a yellowishWITH THE ADDED MESSAGE(NORMAA4 111)
paper stock and these were used for these cards.
Then, these cards were prepared with the previouslyThis card with the added text must be regarded
mentioned tri-lingual added text in black; | wikhs another main type where the misspelled last word
return to its details late total of 42,000 cards wer@f the Russian text has been corrected (phdtog.
printed. forms for this card came from the returned cards of
No great details of the printing of these formise July 1872 printing; thus, both grayish and
are availableThis resulted primarily from the lackellowish paper stock is again foundhe added
of any cutting lines on these and subsequent capdmting took place in February 1873 so that the cards
However Mr. Harri Sihtola has assumed the printivgere distributed to post faiées already towards the
sheet of these cards as well contained 16 forms, emd of FebruarySome 9,500 cards of this main type
that the front and reverse sides of these cards wezee printed The earliest usage@re known from
printed with diferent stonesThe extra text wasMarch 1873.
added in typograph, partly individually card by card,
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THE VALUE STAMP OF THE CARDSWITH PUPPIES FEATURED IN JUNE BOOKLET
ADDED TEXT

Some of the cards with added text - namely the
second main type - had naturally received their value
stamp already in connection with the printing of the
July 1872 batchThe other cards with the added text
received their value stamp at the Charta Sigillata
Office in three batches which can be clearly
differentiated from each other:

a: olive green, also dark, 20,000 cards on 20
November 1872; b: light green, 12,000 cards on 30
November 1872; c: bluish or dark green, 10 February
1873.

Thus these three colors represent the main type Cute puppies doubtless have won everysneO
| with all of its sub-types. On the basis of the pre§&art in a booklet of eight stamps, issued on June
marks it has been possible to separate two sub-tyg#s The FIM 2,80 stamps feature, for instance, a
within the light green colorCertain colors of the Pumi, a Finnish Lapphound, a Bernese mountain dog
value stamp appear to be clearly linked to certa@d @ wire-haired dachshundhe booklet,
sub-typesThus, subtype | is found with a-b colorsPresenting eight popular breeds, was designed by
but c-color there is scarc&he a-color is hardly Asser Jaarand priced at FIM 22,40.
found in other sub-types besides the first. In sub- Together with the puppy stamps, four pieces of
types Il and Ill, the c-color is common and the Hrostal stationery were issuefihey are maximum
color is very scarce. Only one copy of each uséards with dogs as their subjethe cards depict a
cardslib, 1llb and Ic have been found, although neloxet a Labrador retrievera cairn terrier and a

discoveries are still possible. Certain sub-types dt€hon frise.The maximum cards have a puppy
even more dffcult to find in mint form. stamp on their picture side and these are stamped

with the first day postmarklhe cards also have a
value marking equivalent to a stamp, providing
postage to all countrieg.he four maximum dog
cards are priced at FIM 28.

STAMP FACTS

Issue date: June 4, 1998
Face value: FIM 22.40
Issue: 1 000 000
Designer: Asser Jaaro
Perforation: 13.33x12.8
Format: Stamps: 36 x 33 mm
The series on the Finnish Postal Cards will be Cover: 170 x 66 mm
continued in the next issue Bfie Finnish Philatelist. Paper: Stamps: stamp paper 102|g
Cover: cardboard 200 g
Printers: Walsall Security Printers

Printing method: Stamps: dket 4/0,
Cover: ofset 4/1

First Day Cover

and postmark:  Asser Jaaro

Price of FDC: FIM 24.90
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OARANDAOAND OTHE NORTH-EAST
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PASSAGEO SAMPS CELEBRATE

THE ANNIVERSARIES OF FINNISH MARINE RESEARCH

Finnish marine research was noted on May 7ﬁ
with two special stamps. One has a face value B

2,80 and depicts the research vessel of the Finni

In 1878-80, the expedition led bx.E.
Nordenskisld sailed around the OWlorld starting
from the Northern coast of Siberia and continuing
through the Bering StraifThe vesseNVega was a
three-mast barque and it had an auxiliary steam
engine.

Nordenskisld, who was a senior lecturer in
mineralogy in Helsinki Universitymoved to Sweden
1857and was nominated professor in 1858. He

Marine Research Institute, OArandaO: the other one

came the director of the Swedi8bhademy in

has a face value of 3,20 and has as its subject
famous Northeast Passage explored by the gre
Finnish scientisA.E. Nordenskisld (1832-1901).
The stamp features the whalega used by the
expedition. In the background is depicted a part ¢
the route. Both stamps are designed by Juh
Flinkman, who is a marine biologist and a researg
diver by profession.

The stamps were issued as part of the OPohjo
NordenO series, a joint project of Nordic PoBités
year, the theme of the series is navigation.

the

at
Issue date:
Face value:
f lIssue:
a Designer:
h Perforation:
Format:
la-Paper:
Printers:

Finnish marine research celebrates its 100th and Printing method:

the Finnish Marine Research Institute its 80t
anniversary this yeafhe OArandaO vessel depicte
on the stamp was assigned to the Finnish Marin
Research Institute in 1988s early as in the winter
of 1989/90 (and again in 1995/96) the vessel s
sail towards the seas of tWentarctic. OArandaO

continues its round-the-year expeditions on thie

Baltic and other seas of the world.

1 First Day Cover
d and postmark:
€ Price of FDC:

Orders:
bt

STAMP FACTS

May 7, 1998

FIM 2,80 and FIM 3.20
1 810 000 each

Juha Flinkman

13 1/4 x 13 3/4

34.8 x 30 mm

stamp paper 969

Joh Enschede Security
Printing, TheNetherlands
offset 4/0, engraving 1

Juha Flinkman

FIM 8,50

The Philatelic Centre,.®.
Box 2, FIN-0001 1 POSTI
Finland

www. posti.fi/postimerkki

A STAMP DEDICATED TO CYCLING

Cycling is the motif of

a special stamp to be issued

on September 4th and priceg
at FIM 3.The stamp honors
the Cycling Union of
Finland, the oldest central
organization for cycling in
Scandinavia on its 100th
anniversary The stamp
depicts a cyclist in a
downhill competition and in
the background we see a lady with a bicycle fro

Issue date:
Face value:
Issue:
Designer:
Perforation:
Format:

Paper:

Printers:
Printing method:
First Day Cover
and postmark:
M Price of FDC:

the turn of the century

STAMP FACTS

Sept. 4, 1998

FIM 3

2 000 000

Pekka Hesanto

14 x 14

24.48 x 34.56 mm
stamp paper CPL 1
Setec Ltd

offset 5/0

Pekka Hesanto
FIM5.50
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Finland Salutes 150thAnniversary of National Anthem, OOurCountryO

succeeded in creating a tune that eventually elevated
OOur countryO to its present status as the national
anthem. OOur countryO (lyrics and notes) was first
published in December of the year of first
performance in Part | of the OFonrik St6ls SdgnerO
(TheTales of Ensign St6l), written by Runegemnd
depicting the events of Swedsenar with Russia.

ajander

celebrate the occasion. It has a face value of FIM
and it features the first notes of the anthem in ga
gravure printing. Behind the notes we see the Finn
flag over a typical Finnish lake scenefe designer

of the stamp i&\sser Jaaro.

The lyrics to the Finnish national anthem wef
written by Johan Ludvig Runel®(1804-1877) and
it was composed by Fredrik Pacius (1809-18%hg
song was first performed in public on May 13th at
students® spring festival at the Kumpula field

c STAMP FACTS

Idssue date: May 7,1998

sliFace value: FIM 5.00
Issue: 2 000 000
Designer: Asser Jaaro

e Perforation: 12 3/4 x 13
Format: 40.82 x 29.07 mm
Paper: stamp paper CPL 1

aPrinters: Setec Oy

inPrinting method:

Toukola, Helsinki. It was performed by the First Day Cover

Akademiska S3ngfSreningen and the Band of t
Guard with the composer as conductor

eand postmark:
Price of FDC:

Runebeg wrote his poem OVsrt landO(OOurOrders:

countryO) in 1846. Pacius composed the poe

already composed by several others, including

offset 4/0, engraving 1

Asser Jaaro

FIM 7.50

From the Philatelic Cente
in Helsinki or from Jay
Smith or other dealers

Runebeg himself - for the 1848 spring festival, an

NursesTrade Union Honored for 100Years of Dedication forBetter Health

Finnish nurses are celebrating the 100t
anniversary of their grarisation into a trade union
this yearA special stamp with a face value of FIM
2,80, designed by Heikki Juutinen, was issued @
February 3rd in honor of the anniversary

The left side of the stamp (not illustrated
features a nurse from a hundred years ago and t
right side a nurse of todayhe background depicts
nursing equipment such as both an old-fashioned a
a modern drug ampoule, an oxygen mask and
syringe, as well as text from a nearly hundred-yea
old case historyl'he stamp also portrays the pdiraf
lamp of Florence Nightingale (1820-1910), theg
famous English nurse and Obringer of lightO.

The nurses celebrated their jubilee year i
various ways, for instance with an exhibition which
opened on February 27th in Jugendsali, Helsinki

N

First Day Cover
and postmark:
Price of FDC:
n Orders:

STAMP FACTS

Issue date: 3.2.1998
n Face value: FIM 2,80

Issue: 2 000 000

Designer: Heikki Nuutinen
hé&erforation: 14 x 14

Format: 24,48 x 34,56 mm
ndPaper: stamp paper CPL 1
aPrinters: Setec Oy
r Printing method: offset 4/0

The Philatelic Centre,.®. Box 2,

Heikki Nuutinen
FIM 5,30 (one stamp);

FIN-0001 1 POSTI.
FINLAND
www.posti.fi/postimerkki

, . . . The poem was translated into Finnish by Paavo
This year it has been 150 years since the flrﬁ

performance of the Finnish national anthem OOur
countryOA stamp, was issued on May 7th, tp

=
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The Helsinki-St. Petersburg Railway and the
First Finnish Postal Compartment Cancellations

By Kaj Hellman & Jussi Itkonen
from Finlandia 88, Bulletin No. 2

In 1987 it will be railway was oficially
125 years since the first opened there were still
Finnish railway was no mail compartments.
opened for trdic. This The Railway Board had
was the line between ordered three mail vans
Helsinki and built at the Pori
HSmeenlinna which was Engineering VBrks, but
completed on 17 March not until 23 September
1862 and was soon to 1870 could the Board
revolutionize the postal make known Othat the
service. mail vans to be used

But this was just between Helsinki and
the beginningTo connect Figyre 1. Thid Finnish miniatue sheet issued for St. Petersbuy are
Helsinki and St. Finlandia 88 depicted the first railway lineoim Helsinki awaiting the pleasure of

Petersbug by rail an toHSmeenlinna (1862) and the linerfr RiihimSki to St. the Postmaster (1)0.
imperial edict was issuedPetersbug (1870). Date of issue was May 8,1987. However the matter did
on 29 November 1867 not advance very
concerning the building of a new line from RiihimSkrapidly; as late as 18 October the Postmaster was
viaViipuri (Viborg) to the imperial capital.he work forced to report that the vans had no facilities for
was started in February 1868 and progressed bBeating. Not until 7 November 1870 did the
rapidly that the RiihimSki-Lahti section wasDirector of Railways inform the Board that repairs
completed on 1 November 1869 and Yhipuri-St. had been made and the mail vans were irfitraf
Petersbuy section on 13 February 187Dhe new since 1 November 1870, howeyenly between
railway was opened onllSeptember 1870. It had Helsinki andViipuri at the request of the
taken less than three years to complete thBostmasterin his letter (2) he adds that the
considerable piece of construction work. 38raveling clerks had no complains against the
kilometers of line were on the Russian side of thittings of the compartments.

border The necessary equipment for the vans had
already been purchased,
INTRODUCING four cancellation
POSTAL stamps among other
COMPARTMENTS things. Payment for the
stamps had been made
Special postal on 14 May 1870 (3) and
compartments were to be for four seals on 15 July
put in on theViipuri-St. 1870.The payment for
Petersbuy section in the the receipt books used
summer of 1870, but this in the mail vans was
came to nothingThe entered into the books

mail t_raveled in S%a'ed Figure 2. The earliest known postal compartmer‘ﬁS late as 7_ December
bags in the guard@an_ cancellation 15. 1. 70 on cover to Helsinki. Collection J.1870, bU'F this was not
attended by a mail |tkonen necessarily the date of
carrier When the purchase.The clerk of
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THE MAIL VANS REACH ST PETERSBURG

In a letter dated 26 November 1870 (4) the Post
Office administration department informed the
postal compartment fi€e that the mail van tr&t
will be extended to St. Peterslguas of 30
November 1870The return trip lasted for three
days.The mail van crew got on the train in Helsinki
on the morning of the first dajn the evening they
arrived atViipuri where they spent the night. On
the second day they continued to St. Peteshod

Figure 3. Folded letter &bm Riga, 25Aug. 1875. On ba_‘Ck again to spend the n.l.ght.‘mlpurl. .On. the
the reverse, Russian mail van stamp No. 9-10Aa§. third day they returned froMiipuri to Helsinki and
1875 Arrived St. Petersbar26.Aug., sentonémthee @ period of duty. Thus three crews and three vans
27.Aug. (8 Sept. accding tothe Wstern calendar). were always in useA substitute crew was also
On the font a blue mail van stamp type 1, FINSKAneeded for holidays.

JERNVEGEN$OST KUPE EXPED: 1 No. 2, 8.9.1875.

Station number 1 means that the point of dispéitth

this case the transit point) was St. Petergbur

theViipuri post ofice C. L. Masalin was appointed
senior traveling clerk on 15 September 1870. His
work consisted mainly of a@manizing and
managementWhen the mail vans were put into
traffic on 1 NovembeA. F. Scheele, G. Stahlbgr
and U. Godenhjelm were appointed traveling clerks.
These dfices were evidently not much sought after
as the appointments were left so late.

In November when the mail vans tiiaked only
between Helsinki andiipuri, there were always two

vans in useThe nights were spent Miipuri. The Figure 5. First type of stamp using Roman-style letters.
third crew was always biuty. The most common station number during the first period

was 35, Helsinki. This pictarshows the number 35 in
the 5.8.1874 postmark of mail van No. Soffarthe writer
of the cad® own stamp, printed on the lower left cotner
can be seen whethe cad was dispatcheddm Loviisa
ANK arrival stamp for 5.8. on thednt.

The 1870 financial statement (5) of the Post
Office shows that mail vans 1, 2 and 4 had
accounted for stamps sold and had thus been
operational.

MORE MAIL VANS ACQUIRED

Figure 4. Blue UDELNXA station postmark on cover vOn the_ last day of 1870 the railway manager

with addess Nikolaistad (laterenamed ®asa), S”S"‘beg mSp_eCtEd a number of new vans, two

Finland. The Russian 8-kopek stamp has also beddeWly built mail vans among them. On 25 January
cancelled with the FINSKA JERNVEGENS POST KUPEL871 he ordered (6) that they should be put into
EXPED: No. 2 stamp for 12.5.1877. Station number 3raffic. These vans became mail vans 2 and 5.

can be seen on the aédss side of the cov&ollection, However this could not be done without dtaf

R. Quinby The Postmaster appointed O. L. JSrnefelt to the
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office of junior traveling clerk on 6
February 1871 and he was to manage
mail van No. 2A cancellation stamp
and a receipt book were readyey
had been purchased with the other
mail van cancellation stamps the
year beforeVan No. 5 could not start
at the same time as there was neither
a cancellation stamp nor a receipt
book.

The Post Ofice accounts
department paid for the stamp on
March 1871 and for the receipt boo

on 13 March 1871A letter has also Cancellation No. 2 with a date 221.170 has been found on a stamp, but

been found wherein the Postfl0é (here must be an eor in the yearsince the van mail No. 2 was not placed
administration department asks th@ service until February 6, 1871.

accounts department to pay the travel

bill of the junior traveling clerk JW. Stenback center of the postmark there is a numiaémwhich

accrued when he served in mail van No. 5 fromrAore later Under that is the number of the van (1,

March to 1 July 1871We may thus conclude that2, 3, 4 or 5) and under that again the day and month

the No. 5 van started on 9 March and the No. 2 vllanked by the yearThe center is sometimes

on 6 February 1871. reversed, but this is only a variation to which too
much importance should not be attached.

éigure 7. The earliest and latest dates known to the authors.

THE FIRSTPOSTAL COMPARTMENT
CANCELLATIONS POSTMARKS SHOWSTATION OF DERARTURE

The first cancellation stamps were double The Post (fice had prepared instructions for
circular stamps with a 28 mm diametBetween the the postal compartments as early as 1869 (7)
circles was the text FINSKBAERN\VAGENS POST They say among other things, that Oall letters and
KUPE EXPED: in decorative Roman typ€he packages shall be marked with the stamp of the
postmarks found are black or blue. On top in thmostal compartment, and that the station where the

letter has been received shall be indicated by a
separate number according to the order of stationsO.
These instructions incorporate the generally
prevailing principle that the postmark shall indicate
the route of the postal item.

In 1870 there were 35 stations between Helsinki
and St. Petersbgyand they were numbered starting
with 1 for St. Petersbgrand ending with 35 for
Helsinki, the other end-of-the-line statidrhis was
the top figure in the center of the postmark. In
Finnish items 35 is by far the most frequent number
number 14 foWiipuri being common too. Number

. . . 1 for St. Petersbagris found almost only on Russian
Figure 6. The KPXRancellation shown above was in Usgtems. Particularly rare are numbers 2 to 7, that is
in the mail van Helsinki-St. Petersiguonly during the the small stations on the Russian side
year 1894. The last found usages &rX1.94 (no. 1) and The postal compartment cancellations are not

24.X.94 (no.2).dwards the end of 1894 they weeeplaced . . .
with new cancellations with a text H.FORSBIPRG. however always prov!ded W't_h a station number
Earliest found usages @r18.X1.94 (no 1) and 30.x1.94 1here was naturally little mail taken aboard from

(no.2) Thee ar several types of these new cancellation§h€ very smallest stations and the clerk did not
two of which ae illustrated belowBlack dot indicates the attach the proper station number to the cancellation
night train.
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Figure 10. Tpe No. |, postal comptment
cancellation. Serif type.

Figure 8. For a brief period (1893-1896) marundated

cancellations WIBORG-RLKEASAARI and WIBORG-

St:PETERSBURG welin use. The upper post dan the Figure 1. Type No. II, postal compartment
picture is dated 24.6. 1895 at Uusikirkko, destination cancellation. Sans serif type.

SSinis. Whea the cover in the pictaiwas dispatcheddm

is not clear; pobably St. Petersbgr This author has in . .
his own collection a post cdmith this same cancellation,iS NO Station number at allhe numbers of stations

dated 22. VI. 1893 Raivola, and dispatched to Lembdiose to Helsinki are also very rafEhe reason is
The cad was stamped WIBORG 22.6.93 ifbbfg. probably that there was so much mail from Helsinki
_ ~ thatthere was no time to process and cancel all items
stamp cancelling the postcards and letters withoyhtil the train was already well on its wahe mail

a station number and stamping the station nUmbg{xen aboard at the near stations may have been
separately close to the postmark. Sometimes thefgyed up with the mail from Helsinki and thus not

stamped with separate station numbers

A NEWTYPE OF POSTMARKAND NEW
STATION NUMBERS

In the autumn of 1875 two important changes
were madeThe numbering of the stations had
remained unchanged, but now three new stations had
been opened and a change was necesJdry
Helsinki number grew from 35 to 38he new
stations were Kouvola, Jokela and Malmi, the last
being the station next to HelsinKihe first time the
new numbers were in use as shown by extant items

Figure 9. The post cdrshown hes has been stampedyyas on 1 November 1875 while the last find using
18.1.17 ~with a BYELOOSTRORETROGRAD (hq o1 numbers was stamped 12 Octoldermay

cancellation, which was only in use for a short perio hus conclude that the numbers on the Helsinki-St.

Despite the cancellation being completely in Russian, it . .
nevertheless a Finnish one. Even the date on tﬁ@teer@ line were changed in the latter half of
October in 1875.

cancellation is accating to the Gegorian calendarrather -0 ) )
than the Julian calendar in use in Russia at that time. This About this time new stamping devices were also
use of Russian is understandable as the stamp was uggioduced.The old stamps were very worn and the
only on (that section of the line that was actually inside tiostmarks were blurredlhe new stamps were
Russian Empg. The cad itself was dispatcheddm different from the old ones only where the kind of
Levaschovo station. On theofit, a Helsinki machine type was concernedThe letters were less
cancellation for the arrival stamp, and &d Helsinki §5rnamental These postmarks too, are found with
censolS stamp. reversed centers. On the other hand blue is a very
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Figure 12. It is unusual to come ass egisteed mail labels for mail vans. These labels af a later type and bilingual,
Finnish and Swedish. The letter§MRnnish OpSivSO) and D (Swedish OdagO) denotsgiked mail label of the day
train and the letters Y (Finnish Oy30) and N (Swedish OnattO) of the night train mail van. The label on themighgis fr
period when St. Petershijhad aleady changed its name to Regrad.

rare colorThere are two subtypes of the
stamp used in mail van No. 1.

SEVERALTYPES OF POSTMARKS
IN USE

The Helsinki-St. Petersbgitine has
much material to dér the collector in
the shape of various postmarks, and later
on also labels for registered mail. Up to
1894 the postmarks were in Swedish. In
1894 Russian was incorporated into the
stamps.At that time K.PX.P (KUPE
POST EXPEDITION) stamps were used
for a short period. In November 1894
they were for the first time replaced by
postmarks bearing the text H:FORS
StPBURG (Helsinki-St. Petersbgj.

Figure 13. Covers &im St. Petersbyr via the Helsinki-St. Peterstiyr ~ These stamps were used until 19Tbe

to foreign destinations other than Finlandeaelatively scace. This  name of St. Petersbymwas changed to

cover was struck with the No. 2 van night train cancellation, 27. llpetrograd and consequently H:FORS

08, and backstamped in Upsala, Sweden, 1.3. 08. Collection R. QuingysrAD stamps were introduce@hey
were in use up to 1918 after which
Finnish mail vans did no longer crossed
the border into Russia.

FURTHER CHANGING OF SATION
NUMBERS

The trafic on the line continued to
grow and old station buildings were
enlaged. New junction lines were also
built. In the autumn of 1881 the station
numbers were changed once agaih.
the new stations were in Karelia:
Mustamaki, Kamara and Howinmaa.
Helsinki now became station number 41

Figure 14. Mail continued to travel the Helsinki-St. Bgiad RR until and the other numbers were adjusted
April 13, 1918, when Germanops boke the link at UusikylS. ThecorrespondmglyPostmarI.(s S_hOW that the
postal compartment cancellations wenot used after this date. Thi2!d number 38 for Helsinki was in use
cover cancelled on 30. Ill. 18, was senbfin Petpgad to Kotka. On 7 November and the new one on 9
Collection R. Quinhy November 1881.
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First Period: November 1, 1870 to October 12, 1875
SecondPeriod: November 1, 1875 to November 7, 1881
Third Period: November9, 1881 toAugust 15, 1889

Special thanks to MiPaavo Korhonen, MD. Editors Note: Certain illustrations from the
Lain Fraser and MrOlavi Koponen. original text have been omitted and Figures 13 and
All illustrated items are from the collection Kaj 14 were added by the Editor
Hellman, if not otherwise stated.



